
Amnerican influence on the Confederation Debates was flot lirnited to the fear of

armed invasion. American ideas and institutions made their mark as well. Although the

Confederation fathers outbid one another in condemning American republicanism, the

republican Constitution of the United States fared better at their hands, playing, as it were,

to mixed reviews, while top-bi11ing was reserved for the frauiers of the Arnerican

Constitution. Let us examine more closely how the Confederation fathers regarded these

>4iree crucial elements of the American founding: repub1icanism, the constitutional text, and

the authors of that tex~t.

We have already had occasion to note the pervasive comn-itment to monarchy

among the participants in the Confe4eration Debates. Consequently, their pejorative

refèrences to American republicanism coinç as no surprise, being simply the opposite side

of the zwonarçhist coin. Thus Benjamin Seymu çawrefer to "al h wild rpbican

theoe of oiur neighbor" while Pbilip Moore rejet the proposod constitution because

"the engrafting of this systein of goverrmnt upon the British Constitution has a tendency

to at least introduce the republican~ systern."96 Alexander Vidal onie of the few

fflow


