Paragraph 54

In order to promote equality of women and men, Governments should ensure, for
both women and men, equality before the law, the provision of facilities for
equality of educational opportunities and training, health services, equality in
conditions and opportunities of employment, including remuneration, and adequate
social security. Governments should recognize and undertake measures to implement
the right of men and women to employment on equal conditions, regardless of marital
status, and their equal access to the whole range of economic activities.

Paragraph 55

Bffective institutions and procedures must be established or strengthened to
monitor the situation of women comprehensively and identify the causes, both
traditional and new, of discrimination and to help formulate new policies and
effectively carry out strategies and measures to end discrimination. These
arrangements and procedures must be integrated within a coherent policy for

development but cannot wait indefinitely for such a policy to be formulated and
implemented.

Paragra h 56

The obstacles to the equality of women created by stereotypes, perceptions of
and attitudes towards women should be totally removed. Elimination of these
obstacles will require, in addition to legislation, education of the population at
large through formal and informal channels, including the media, non-governmental
organizations, political party platforms and executive action.

Paragraph 57

Appropriate governmental machinery for monitoring and improving the status of
women should be established where it is lacking. To be effective, this machinery
should be established at a high level of government and should be ensured adequate
resources, comnitment and authority to advise on the impact on women of all
government policies. Such machinery can play a vital role in enhancing the status
of women, inter alia, through the dissemination of information to women on their
rights and entitlements, through collaborative action with various ministries and

other government agencies and with non-governmental organizations and indigenous
women's societies and groups.

Paragraph 58

Timely and reliable statistics on the situation of women have an important
role to play in the elimination of stereotypes and the movement towards full
equality. Governments should help collect statistics and make periocdic assessment
in identifying stereotypes and inequalities, in providing concrete evidence
concerning many of the harmful consequences of unequal laws and practices and in
measuring progress in the elimination of inequities.

Paragraph 59

The sharing of dcomestic responsibilities by all members of the family and
equal recognition of women's informal and invisible economic contributions in the
mainstream of society should be developed as complementary strategies for the
elimination of women's secondary status, which has fostered discrimination.
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