
Radical Roadkill

it would be impossible for aIl
Canadian films to live up to
the grandeur of Jésus de
Montréal. But numerous films
are fmnding enthusiasis both in
Canada and abroad and at
prestigious international festi-
vals. Bruce McDonald's
Roadkill is a case in point.

With its bleak northem setting
and lonely characters,
Roadkill is a humorous com-
ment on our sense of obsessive
alienation and preoccupation
with identity. McDonald has
successfully captured a unique
Canadian sensibility on film.
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Speaking Parts: a
film about persons
obsessed with the
creation of images.

Speaking Parts is a provoca-
tive film that centres around
Lance, a struggling, emotion-

about Manuel, a Chilean polît-
ical refugee who is hounded
by two comical immigration
officiais in Montreal. His lib-
eral lawyer, Annie, convmnces
her sister Claire (Geneviève
Bujold) to marry himn so that
he can stay in Canada.

A simple ceremony gets comn-
plicated when the two must
live together for a weekend
and take an examn to convince
authorities of their commit-
ment. lromcally, while they
are trying to convince every-
one else, they begin to feel
true tendemness for each other.
This gentle feature won the
1990 award for Best Teke-
vision Feature at the Banff
Television Festival.

Awesome Animation

Canada also macle some
impressive contributions in the
field of animation at the
Cannes Festival in 1990.

Jours de plaine (Great Plain
Days) brings together the
music and images of two
Franco-Manitoban artists
Visual artist Réal Bérard, and
singer Daniel Lavoie combine
their talents in a film that cele-
brates the landscape and soul
of western Canada. Mean-
while, To Be, NFB filmmaker
John Weldon's ninth film, is a
richlv textured, provocative


