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parts and its structure, its beauty and fragrance
should be overlooked; or lest in dissecting zoological
‘subjects to observe how fearfully and wonderfully
the animal bodies are made, the mystery of life, or
the greatness of Life's Author should be forgotten or
ignored. But to one who followed the work in the
different class-rooms it would not appear that the
danger of uiisettling the student’s faith was at all
serious. In the elocution room one might hear Miss
Alexander’s full, sympathetic voice reading,
‘*“ Flower in the crannied wall

1 pluck you out of the crannies;

Hold you here, root and all, in my hand,

Little flower; but if I could understand

What you are, root and all, and all in all,
I should know what God and man is.”

From the admirable interpretation of the author’s
meaning by the reader the class come to realize that
good reading is neither more nor less than compre-
hending fully and expressing intelligently the author’s
meaning. But when this is done by a master, what
depths and beauties are discovered in a passage which
might otherwise have passed as nothing more than
ordinary ! And so with the lines just quoted. ' Later
on the same students, in the botanical class, take up
a flower with something akin to reverence; and if
they take it to pieces it is not before admiring its
perfection as a whole and then only to trace a little
further the creative design of Him who paints the
lily and adorns the fields with their garniture of
beauty. Or in another room the eye of the pigeon,

painlessly killed by ether, is examined. Its partsare |

discussed and explained, and the optic nerve is traced
to its connection with the brain. But the glassy eye
is sightless; the brain no longer susceptible of im-
pressions; the nerves refuse to carry their wonted
messages or the muscles to respond. The delicate |
mechanism is perfect but the vital spark is fled. The |
student, probably as never before, comes face to face
with the phenomena of life; a feeling of the feeble-
ness of human power settles upon him, and his mind
responds more affirmatively than ever to the thought
that flashes through his brain,—¢¢ He that made the
eye shall He not see?”’ In thestudy of nature we find
an exception to the rule that familiarity breeds con-
tempt. This exception is due to the fact that
nature’s works are perfect. The fuller the acquaint-
ance gained the more is the perfection seen, and of
necessity the g the admiration called forth.

In the admirgble lecture before the School delivered
by Dr. Mackay, the Superintendent of Education for
Nova Scotia, the benefit of science study as & means
of mental development and the indebtedness of the
world to science for much of its convenience and

comfort were eloquently pointed out. But perhaps
what touched the members of the school most was
the hearty, whole-souled sympathy with the work
and the workers evinced by Dr. Mackay, and

surance that in his official position he could
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