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and it would bav e the advantage of the best travellini
season on this continent. In summer people are attracte<
to these great lakes and our grand St. Lawrence river witl
its treasures of scenery and interest. From end to end, f roîs
Niagara Falls to the battiements of Quebec with their biis
toric memories, tlîey find the St. Lawrence valley a continu
ous pilgrimage of delight. We are very glad indeed thal

is -Excellency should present these matters for carefu.
consideration and discussion. Perbaps the precise date'
can be better determined sorne tîrne next year, still severa]
rnonths before the exhibition would be opened.

Chancellor Burwasb: I arn sure we have aIl been un-
pressed with tbe value of the suggestions wliich have fallen
from His Excellency this afternoon. We must concentrate
ail interests and ail ineans of aîvakening interest. In that
way we shall elicit the sympathv and co-operation of the
whole Dominion and inake the Exhibition really worthy of
the event and of ourselves and our country. 1 understand
the IBri tishi Association will be here about the 11 th of Aug-
ust. The Toronto Dominion Exhibition is expected to open
immediately at the close of the meeting of the British Asso-
ciation. There wil be no very serious difficulty, 1 appre-
hend, in cornbining our tirnes so as to, meet those suggestions.

Rex'. iFather Ryan :--Your Excellency, -On the part of
Bis Grace the Archbighop of Toronto, 1 may say that hie
wished me to corne here to, express bis great appreciation of
the interest Your Excellency shows in coming hiere and tak-
ing part in this historic work for oui' country. lie told me
to assure the Cornmittee and those present at this mieeting
that the work now begun and going on under such happy
auspices wili hiave bis hearty co operation. Hie takes a great
interest in this historie work. H1e toid me to tell the Coin-
mittee that whatever he with bis people could do, hie would
like to do, te, awaken a great enthusiasin. The idea of the
president, Mr. I-owland, of making the opening of tbe is-
torical Exhibition a centre of Agriculturai, Industrial and
Scientific interest on Dominion Day, is an important one.
The Historical Exhibition should be an Exhibition of history
and ahl its offshoots, grouped about a Canadian centre and
giving the event a Cariadian starnp. is Grace wishied to
enter into the complete spirit of the idea and inake it a
great Canadian succcss.

Prof. MacCallurn :-Your Excellency, thc subýject of
this meeting has been pretty well discussed. 1 believe al]
whio are present understand it fully and its airns. As Presi-
dent of the Local Committee of the Britishi Association, so
far as the duties of that post are consistent witb those of
the Exhibition 1 will do wîat 1 can to assist, and 1 believe
the Britisbi Association, when it cornes here, wvill assist, also,
in making this Ilistorical Exhibition a success.

is Excellenicy :-We biave advanced to, the point
where aIl that can be said with advantage bas been said re-
garding the general aspects of the question. It seems that
that we are pretty well agreed tbis scbeme is a good one and
one that should be gone on witb beartily. In order that it
inay be a complete success we must have the practical sup-
port of the bodies wbicb have heen referred to, more espe-
ciailv the Government, of the Province and the Dominion.
We should let it be fairly uinderstood this Exhibition is not
nrerely a celebration of one event, the discovery by the
Cabots, but the exhibiting of the chief features of Canaàdiani
History ini the widest sense of the word, througliout the
period which bas elap3ed since the discovery. Also it should
be Canadian in a comprehensive sense of the word. Thie
French explorers are to be celebrated not less than any
others, perhaps more than any others, because they bave
been very prominent. The movernent will go on hopefully
and steadily. The turning point will be when it is ascer-
taifle( to wbat extent the Dominion Government and Pro -
vincial Governrnent, and especially this Municipality, will
not only say "lGo on and prosper," blit say, IlHere is tbe
means to go on and prosper."

Dr. Welch, Professor of Trinity University, seconded
by Chancellor Burwash, then mioved a resolution, offering
the thanks of the Committee and the meeting to is Excel-
Iency the Honorary President for bis kindness in presiding
on this occasion, and also to lier Excellency the Countess of
Aberdeen and lis Honour the Lieutenant-Governor of the
Province for their presence. This was carried witb applause
and the meeting closed by singing IlGod Save the Queen
witb great enthusia"în.
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Our' Edi uatiolial Systeili.

T ~HE recent meeting of the Ontario Educational Associa'
-I- tion lias ernpbasized the popular belief that Ontarlo

*possesses about the best svstemn of education in the world.
So ortbodox bas this belief becorne that people are

willing to bc taxed alinost to death in order to mll$&îîî"
their faîtli.

The statistics and comments recently publis'hed in the
Evening Telegrarn are calculated to shake one's faith, if Dot
to make us avowed beretics on the subject.

Perhaps the rnost practical metbod to adopt in order VO
forni an opinion upon the value of our systemn j' to see what
answers can be gîven to the two questions, \Vhat de tc'ý

anFis tl wthn t oes tb? ytmcs? de
anisit ort thewa moe th? ytrncs Soîne twentY

years ago the scbools of Ontario were placed under the
control of the Miniater of Education, whose animual reports
are easily accessible. Undet' our systein it iasbe n em
advisable to equip and mnaintain the following instituin
(1) Kindergartens (2) Public Schools ; (3) J{igl Sch0oîl
including Collegiate Institutes - (4) Night Schools; (5) Ar
Schools ; (6) County Model Schools (7) Normal SchoolS;
(8) Schoohs of Pedagogy; (9) Teachers' Institutes (10) Me«
cbanics' Institutes ;(l11) Industrial Schools ;anid C2Separ'
ate Schools. d nTo attempt to discover the cost of all these wOuldi
voive the labours of an expert, as the reports are volumîn0u89
and no adequate index is provided.

Present purposes, ,however, ivill be quite sufficîet'
served hy confiningour attention tothe second and thirdalxJve
rnamed institution.-, nainely,Public Scbools and High SchOols'

During twenty years, commencing witlî the year 187 5 , we
bai e expended upon tbe Public Schools of Ontario, the "ln'
of .969,173,855, and upon High Scbools and COIegiat"
Institutes tbe sain of $'9,898,045, rnaking a total Of 05ver
seventy- nine millions of' dollars.

The annual expenditure upon the abov3- two branches
of the systern naturally increases year b 'y year, so t Our

Public Schools, which cost us sorewat less than a300

000, in the year 1875, now cost us over l3in0000 a8~
vear : and orIligbiScol which cost us 8332,013i 85
cost over , 800,uut> in the year 1893. fn

Thus, out of a dozen educational institutiolis, wve f
that twvo oft//cm alone are costing us,ý at the lovest e-tVflite
over.1bn>' and a ha/J'million dollars a ypar.

Secondly, is it worth tbe money ? ud
The principle wbiclî underlies our systemni

It adopts the view that ail tbe cbildren in the Poic
rnust be educated, and it aims at providing a m1 ea1 s
whereby the cbildren of the poorest classes may comPee , 01
equal terms witli the children of the well-to-do for ai1 the
places of distinction wbich art, science, literature, orth
learned professions afford. ieD

Few will deny the advisability of providing a
wbiereby every child in tbe Province inay be taugbt the three
R's, at the public expense if necessary. A child 80 tu i
is forever free fromn tbe imputation of ben iieata
may increase bis store of knowledge in iqnfinitltm. îOvide

But wby slîould tbe public be taxed in order Vo P' ril
a f ree education in sucli subjects as music, teînperance, ri.
bookkeeping, algebra, geometry, botany, pbysic, anîd a'gri-
culture?aie

Costly as our systemi is, and far in excess of the req 1r
ments of a coînparatively new country, we rnight stil b
justified in maintaining it f rom a feeling of honest pride, i
such a feeling could exist alongside thme facts. Vd

The tbeory of our systemn is that we should proVd
every facility for the production of scbolars and great me"l'
The fact is that it does not produce tbem. 1iag

Haîf a century has e]apsed since tbe systeni Mwas ~ag
urated by Dr. Ryerson, and every year it ougbt to bae 6I
produced a few leading lights in the sape of scholaV.s"-
who might, b(, pointed to witb pride, and knowii usd h

confines of Ontario. elias it donc so ?h There may have been, and D1aY

some few, but who are tbey, and wbere are tbey? h.nio1
Even if hiaîf a dozen notable names could be wert~te

extending over baif a century, wouild that indemif'
burtbencd taxpayer of to-day for the vast expenditure lhe
iabouring under h


