
FICURoÂE! 9th, 1888.j TUHE WEERK.

I have no hesitation in stating that in niy estimation bis poem (iod stand,
par excellence among McLachlan's productions ; indecd, it is equal ài
grandeur and sublimity to the best efforts of the greatest Anglo-Saxon oi
Celtie poets. Could we, as Canadians, get rid of the notion that nothing
good can corne out of Nazareth, and believe that înultiform genius can bc
found in our own country, aspiring deservedly, after fame andi iinmoitality,
we weuld perceive~ heauty in much that we neyer recouize, because, for-
Booth, it is a htome production?/ A prophet despiseti ii hîs own country and
amnong0. bis own people is nothing new, and peets of rare menit arc likewisc
ef ten helci in low esteem. We are net asked te go inte raptures over modio-crity, even if dîsplayeti in our next-door neîghbour, but it is unpatriotic te
negleet and stupitiity to fail to appreciate ounr sons anti daughters of song,
whomn any landi might be proud te acknowledge. It is scarcely justice to
quote exceptional stanzas, but we cannot refrain froini culling the follow-
inlg, to justify our opinion :

God of the great oid solein w'ccds,
Godi of the desert solitudes,

And trackiess sea:
God of the crowded city vast,
(bcd of the present ani the past.

Can inan kuow thee?

Gbd of the blue.gky overhead,
Of the green earth ou wvhich we tread,

0f tiie and space:
(bol of the worlds whjchi Tinie coicoais,
(bcd of the worids which Death rev-al,

To ail oiir race.

Froiti oit thy wrath the eai-tiiuaks Icap
And shake the voiid' foundati m deep),

Till Natuire groans:
In ag.iiy the nmcuutajus eal,
Aud oceau beilîîxs throughcunt ail

Her frighteuied bones.

Buit %vhen thy smile its glory hdý
The liles lift thieir lovely lieads,

And the prîflîrose rare:
And the dlaisieH decked xvith pearl-î
Richer thaîî the proîîdest earls

On thieir mndtes wvear.

These thy preachers of the ivildl-%ooul,
Keep they flot the heart of childhood

Fresh within is stili?
Spite of ail oiir iife's sad stor'y,
There are glcarns of thee aud glory

In the dall'od j].

Anti old Nature's heart rejoices,
Andi the rivers lift their voices,

Aîîd the sounduig sea:
A nd the inotîntains ohd anti hoary
With their diadeîîîs of glory

Shicut, Lord, to thee

Ilere are sirnplicîty, force, and vigour, in striking contrast to the pruriency,elferninacy, and bestialîty of the so-calleti Latter Day peets, who glory in their
"haine. They scout as prudish anti false modesty any protest aglainst their
disgusting naturalism. It is like entering an oasis fromn the ani desert toreati the direct anti vivid lines of a dlean peet after watiug through pages oftrashy foulness, or of foetid mental exhalations, which none but impure
Mintis coulti generate anti clothe with verbal expression. Tihese erotie
'hapsodjsts have their atimirers anti defenders, who turn a deaf car
to the beantiful anti soul-stirring lyrics, which find a respensive echo in the
great buman heart.

It is one of the signs of "a gooti time comring " that the authons of sucliernanations are seeking te apologize for their existence, anti that these Creil-
tienis of hazy anti corrupt mentality are nceding an introduction jute decent

SCietY. Poetie genius is prostituted often to ignoble endis, but wben such
'8 the case, it is satisfactory to, ail well-wishers of society te see it brandeti
as a loveless outcast.

Space wiiI net permit me te give any more extracts from McLachilan's
POeuls. lis Britannia anti Garibaldi stin us as weuld the ciarion
notes of a bugle eall on a battie fieldi. Hîs Joh>i Tamgîoin's Bairns anti
?'lee Lang Ileîded Laddie show his quiet humour, versatility, î'nd gooti-'11tendeti sancasm. His Balaclava does flot lose by comparisen witlikIacaula' Lay of Ancient Rmor AyonsHistorie Ballads o

The poems of our author, written during, the last few years, are net asa Whole equal te those composeti in bis eanlier life. The sanie dircctnless,
erIQ0oth versification, love of man anti of his country, with keen anialysis anti"lOse observation are seen, but they lack in the samne intenisity the peetie6 re of thinty years age. Seme of thema border on the prosaic andi common-
Place. Wben they were penneti the mantde of inspiration wvas net on theSIlOulders, nor was the seul toucheti with the former innate ferveur. Now
"Id then a couplet is met with which bas the truc ring in it, but these are
dianiOntis in a gooti deal ef what is partial tiross. These blemishes are

eoilnte ahl peets, especially in the tiecline of life, ant i nver wiil tietract
Otie iota f rein these bu r8ts of poetic elequence se of ten 'lsinging as they8bhine" in the firmament of the truc, the heautiful, anti the gooti.

Toronto. D.iIEL CLARK, M.D.

Alits. E. Lysx Lisros, tht iioveiît, anti wife of W. J. Lînton, the en -
9grver, lives in London, 'vhere she is just recovering fromn a very severe

luis.Mns. Linton is a niost indefatigable worker, anti only finishes ene
Plece of work te begin another. She is "lat home" te ber fnientis in berapartment in Queen Aune's I\lansions evcry Saturday afterneen, anti is

asisteti in peuring eut ten by twe pretty daughtcîs of Mrs. Alexander
"uthlor of that charming novel, The Wooing 0't.

M ONTREAL LETTEH.

LAS'r Montiay evening a small but respectable audience assembleti in ail
uipper chamber te witncss the manoeuvres of the Arcbbishop's Guard. It
is composed of stundy young lFrench Canadians, wbo iii tight wbite
breeches, long boots, short black moats, anti kepi, looketi very pictunesque
anti antisome, if net very formidable. The nîost interesting work they
titi was whcn untier the commandi of Professer Legault-a maitre d'armes,
1, believe, second te none in Canada,-the Guard went through the tif-
ferent movements requireti in fencing, now using tise lef t haut, now the
right. As glittering foil-points came perilously close te our noses, surmising
wvhat miglbt be the result of a sîmnilar proxiiînity unten dufherent circunîstances
was scarcely pleasant.

After seme pneliminary fencing bouts anion- the mnen, the great attrac-
tion of the evening came forwarti in the person cf Madame Jeanne
Canicronle, muaitresse d'armes Espagnole, as she styles hierseîf. Such a
designation calîs up tisagrecable visions of female pnize fighters, se that it
was quite a surprise te finti Madame Jeanne a lithe, graceful, înotest hittie
creature, clotheti in a dress, tbough short, es.seiîtially feminine. During
lier contest with the Professer sile evincet iiiîost asteunding tiexterity.
f udeeti se easy was each mevement, qitarte, tierce, octave, etc., s0ecmi-
niently decoreus tbe wbole performance, that te any eue who is happy
enough te be afflicteti with a little Iess thanl the erdiuary share of olti
fogyisni, such an exercise must commenti itseif ns most beneticial te
beth men anti wemen. According te Mr. Ptolaîsti, ne ether is better cal-
culateti to tievelop anti cultivîtte betuly activity ; while anether writer tells
us that Ilthe use of the foil anti the broadsword diffuses case, elegance, antigYrace ever ail the bodiy, andi iuîparts te the look anti gesture an nppearance
cf intellectual vigeur; it teaches invaluable lessous cf patience anti self-
commanti, anti contributes te discipline the temnp(r."

Far away in the dingiest, busiest, smokiest part cf the city, where ene
eau feel bier great heart throbbing ail day long, enly perched hîgh above
the inultitudinous seat, in the brighitest cerner cf a rainbling attie, is the
studio of an artist, an antîst in the truest seuse of tho word-Williami Bnym-
ner. This prctty, quaint little nook, standing amuides a hiteous mases of
public offices, with the seething waves of serditi life beating about, shines
as it were, "a gooti deed in a naughty world."

The peor, smutty inhabitants of the attie look Up like surpriseti cattle
as we pass the open doors of their tiny rooins. Our artist's studio stands
at the farther end cf the gaunt apartmeut, anti is partitioneti off from the
rest. There are studios anti studios: workshops where the înost attractive
ebjeets are the painter's works, cuniesity shops te which every country
IIfrom China te Peru " bas contributeti somiethîng, se that we wonder
whetbcr after aIl we are net merely in a modemn drawîug-roem. Mn.
l3rymner's belengs te the first class, but I assure yen, se thenoughhy is our
attention occupieti, se pleasantly are our senses flattereti by bis pictures
that we have ne time te depiore the absence cf exetic treasures.

Mnr. Brymner stutiied in the French school, anti every inclh of bis werk
l)etrays it. We finti here a ceunterpart cf the very latest expression cf
Parisian art, that art which joins with the life anti uuconventionality cf
the IlImpressienists " the sobriety of anl eider sehool. It is veny curieus
anti very intenesting te mark the resuit of French itîcas sewn in an Angle-
Saxon mind. Whereas with the French artist the more conqucning cf
techuical difficulties, the simple expression of new anti curious efects, is
often in itsglf an enti, witli the Englîsh one it is more lîkely te be only a
means. Mn. Brymner's style is French, but he bas subtiy infused a certain
soething-soul-inte bis work that the artists with whcmn lie would be
ranketi withi in France net seltiom lack. Hlowever, I am sure this
Ilmanner " is more suitable than any other for the l)icturiug of Nature asshe appears te us. The great charm. of our scenery is its uncenventienaîity
andi the most living French art is uncenventienai. lIt bas taugbt us te, fintiinterest, nay, anti even bcauty in the rougbest scenle, the hemelicat figure.
le treat our wild, waywanti country according te the dictates cf the
English scheel weuld be certain tieath. Ours is net a lantiscape cf great
trees, an tufted anti prim as funereal plumes ; vmbryo nivers, anti velvety
fieldsa; but of unfinished aspect, akin te what one finds in a country lad,te whose tielineatien mnust be breugbt quite a peculiar talent,

In "lThe Swing," perhaps the best of the werk Mr. Brymner showed
us, is a greup cf delightfully natural yeungsters, two Iooking on, twe
Ilbigb if the air," anti one pushing the swing. As yeu see, the subject is
simple cneugb, yet 1 assure yeu the bedizinet mannikins of many a conven-
tional canvas have net for us baif the interest tbat is in these cbiidi8h
figures.

Very delicate anti poctical appears a bit ef reati near the ferest of
Fentainetleau. On one hanti are some feathery trees, anti across the deep
rutteti way faîl the sunshine anti shadow cf early spning.

Mr. Brymnen is very fond cf painting the light that flootis through a
window into a roem. It is real iight, you kneor. He bas sncb a pictune
in the gallery at Ottawa, but 1 prefen the "lOlti Woînan at a Leoin," in his
studio. We now cerne te some Canadian scenies, eue cf which is peculianly
admirable. In the feregreunti stands a half-mown corufielti, with sheaves
here ; thon a great golden wave breaking agaiust purpît higbiands. Ifyou have net the gooti fortune te, sec this particular pic ocf Mr. IBrymnen's
werk, you will doubtless meet other pictures cf bis, anti thon yen must
readiy realize what I bave tnieti te, show.

The time bas cerne for this Canada cf ours te be revealeti by ether
tongues, ether pens, anti in othser language than that of the railway niag-
nate er emigration agent.

Scbemes fer the city's imprevement nain on us thick anti fise, Thesefor enlarging the parks anti widcning the streets are cf course admirable,

âlk-


