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tbing more than merely exhilarating. A quarter of a mile iii fourteenl

seconds, the first part cf the jeurney down a lîill the descent cf which is

like falling off the roof cf a feur-story bouse, is calculated te quicken tbe

pulse te a peint wbich "lexhilaration" is net sufficiently streng te do justice

te. Yes, tebogganing is becoming an institution, and a hair-raising,

breatb-catch,-ng, glerieus institution it is.

The date cf the Gevernior-Generàl's baîl is net yot announced. The

social season se far bas net been se gay as it usually is during tbe Session.

Ottawa, Pet. 3rd. ED. RUTIIVE,.

CORRESPONDENCE.

IRISH HOME RULE.

TJo thse E ditor of IlTite Week: "

Siu,-Ini the article oii curnent events, iu the last number cf THE WE EK,

your distinguisboed correspondent, "lA Bystander," semas te have allowed
bis j udgment te hoe obscured by tise depti cf luis feelings on tbe Irish ques-
tion. It is net unreasenable, 1 admit, that an Englishmnan by hirth, educa-
tien and secial tics, should feel bis blood stirned at the wanton and cewardly
butchleries that have been perpetrated estensihly ia the interest cf an agi-
tation for Irish rîghts; yot it might have heen boped that a writer se lib-
oral and broad in bis general views, and se cosmopolitan iii bis sympathies,
could bave dissociated bimself from the oxceeding hitterness tee many
Englishmen evince to-day against the uinfortunate people of Ireland. In
addressing tho intelligenice cf this country, as hoe doos tbrougb your colunrns,
hoe would carry conviction te many more minds, if hoe were te deal xvith this
question ratber more from the standpeint suggested by bis noin de plane.

As a native Canadiaiî cf British descent, it sodals te me both natural
and bighly preper tlîat îny fellow-countrymen sbould feel and express a
desire te see tbe experiment cf Honme Rule tried in îreland. Whetber our
Parliament should again offer fornial advice te tbe British Goverîîmeîît,
wbe apparently rosent such action, is quito another question. Altheuglî
wo bave bad our soil invaded, and our sons murdered, hy Fenians, the most
ultra-protestant loyalist amongst us bas net seen ini tbat a ground for agi-
tating te doprive an Irisbman iii Canada cf a single pelitical. privilege. \Ve
cannot, thereforo, ho expected te understand wby the action of tlîe saie
American Fenians, who invade and murder in Dublin or London, slîould ho
beld te j ustify a refusal te grant local self-governîment te the Inish at hoe(.
Those who hest know the temper of the peopleef Canada, cannot behieve that
we would submit fer a day te ho witlîout our Home Rule. Somnenmay tbink
that we might concedoe te an Imiperial Federal Legislature with safety a few
cf the rigbts of self-government we possess; but noue dream thuat we would
ever assent te baving our local centre1 ever local affairs tnansferred te a
Parliamont acress the sea, te wbiclh wo migbt send a few reprosenta-
tives. Is it, thon, a inatter for either surprise or indignation, that niie
eut cf ten Canadians slîould feel, as tbey do, a synîpathy witlî the Irish
struggle for Home Rule? Thîis sympathy, however, is said te bc ait
evidexice cf a desine for the dismomberment cf the Empire. Truly, our
Canadian expenience teaches a differont lesson. The fan-sighted statos-
mansbip cf England bas, for over forty yoars, yielded te each demand
tbat we bave made for an extensionî of our self gover niug pewers, so

soon as it was sbown te ho the settled wislî cf the people. No eue will
argue that Canada could have been still retained as al part cf the Em-
pire, if these demands bad heen nef used. But, we are told there is an
important minerity cf the Irish people wbo are epposed te, Home Rkule,
and their wishes inust ho respected. I wonder what weuld bave bap-
pened iii Canada if the Englisli Government liad negarded the wislîes
cf tbe highly respectable mincrity bore wbo were hittenly opposed te our~
baving nesponsible govertiment b Th(- Enmpire bas centainly heen sa yod

from dismeinhecrment, in this part cf the globe, hy the enlightened con-
cessions cf Home Rule that have heen made te Canada; and the refusai
of similar concessions te Ireland seems te ho followed by most disturbing
and discouraging resuits.

It is lamented hy some that our system cf self-government invelves tee

miany pepular elections ; and it is feared tbat the well known vivacity cf
Irisbmen would bave altogether tee much scope on similar occasions.
1 think thiat our varieus elections, rangîng from those for scbool trustees
up to tbcse for the Commons, are productive cf mnucb loss of time and
personal discomfort to tbe citizens. Yet, tbey croate ameng these saine
grumhhing citizens a certain feeling cf self-satisfied contentmont, an imlpres-
sion that affairs about whicb tbey are se often consulted cannot go very
far wreng ; and these contests are the moans cf working off the surplus
energy and ambition cf tbousands in our midst. Tbey are perennial safety
valves for our body politie. Wbo can tell wbat nestless and dangeneus
spirits are quieted by running for small elective positionsb How many
ncisy aldermen are potential Nihilists wbo would bave burnt, killed aîîd
destroyed, and revolted against Society itself, bad tbey net been permitted
te mun for a ward, and te plunden tbeir fellow citizens in a more nespectful
way b If the Irish wisb fer more elections, I say they should bave thoîn.
There is netbing else that could possihly bave se sootbing an effect upen
tbe relations between England and Ireland. Engagod in the task of on-
lightened self-government, the Irish weuld cf all races in the world, hoe
the mcst likely te bave continuai, and important diffenences cf opinion.
Tbis -weuld produce a wbolesemie state of excitement at home, wbicb would
tend greatly te intorest and satisfy the people. Thein own concerns and
squabbles wculd ongross their active attention. Ohstructienists would
soon migrate frein Westminster te College Green, where tbey would find
ample scope for their talents. It mnust ho that some panic bas seized the
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great Liberal Party of England, which prevents themn f roi a0knowledgiîngl

the moral rightof the Irish,as wcll as the Canadians,to local self -government-
Apart frora the inherent right of separate civilized communities to mianage
their own local affairs, there is no0 other practical way to hav e tbem 50

well managed, or to have thein managed at ail in conforînity wjth the

wishes of those intcrested. Yours etc., J. 1). EDGAiR.

MR. BLAKE AND THE PAcIFIC RAILWAY.

Po thte Editor of IlThe TVeek. "

Sin,-You say in the last nuniber of THiEý WEEKç, echomng a ])rOvious

statement by " Bystander," that Sir John Macdonald caîî view with sereil-
ity the dilliculties which. surround the additional grant Lo the Pacifie
iRailway Syndicate,ýwel1 knowin g that ho commands an obedient followiflg,
and that Mr. Blake's record on the question will îîot permit of his attack-

ing the rnost vuinerablo point-the original construction of the road. 1
hope the followers of Sir Jolin wvill do thoir duty by the country. Asre-

gards Mr. Blake, you assume, I suppose, either that hoe favoured or did

net oppose the construction of the, road in the tirst instance. If tluiS is

your meaning, I don't se undcrstand lus record. My recolle'ction is, thatt

Mr. Blake very strongly opposed the terins of the union with British Col'
umbia on accounit of the provision they contained for the construcetion of the

railway, and that lis opposition te the railway was empbatically expressed

by speech and vote. But granting that Mr. Blake either liad favoured or

did not oppose the building of the road wben the British Columbia teriS
were under consideration, how is hoe precluded froîtu coiînnîenting on, or
condomning the Govornmiient's bargain with the Syndicate ? I{ow is anY

member of the Huse, whether a supporter or an opponent of the Goverii

ment, precluded fronii taking any course lie secs fit on the original bairgaîn
witb the -Syndicate, or on the modification of it now before Parlianient
Does the more fact of a member having at one finie fax oured the colnstrUce-

tioîî of the road bilnd hini te support any bargain xvhichel lcoveînfiioîîit

may make for completing, the work, no unatter how infamoous its tenU5lý
may be ? Consistency is a good thing, and 1 think Mr. Blake can readilY

naintain the censistency of bis course on the Pacific Railway questioni
but conceding that his record bas been what the Editor and the BY-

stander " indicate, is hoe bound by it as a man of hionour anc1 a î.epreseflt~
tive of the people te acquiesce in the ternis of a bargain net necessary tO

the carryilg eut of the original -agreement? i s lio bound te acquiesce Il'
any bargain for the construction of tho road, no inatter ho)w outrageous its

ternis may bho 1J confess that I have net se learned the miorals of politCS

or the duties of statesnien. ONTARIIO-

Toronto, FebruarY 40Ï.

THE ADVENTURES 0F -A WIJ)UW.

By EDGÂnL FAWCETT, autiior of "A Gentleman of Leisnre," "A Hopeiess Case,"
An Ambitionis Wouitn," 1' Tinkiig Cymbals," etc.

VI.-Contintcd.

J'us t at this point, itnd somewhiat tePaulitie's secret annoyanco, Ii

delon returned with a lady at his side. Pauline was soon told the lady S

naime, and as she beard t bier aimoyano e was swiftly dissipated by a lfi

curiosity. Shie at once concludcd that Miss Cona flares bore very sliht

reseiliblance te her mother. Shie was taller, and hier figure was of f ull, if

net generous, inoulding. lIer rippled chestaut hair grew low over the f0 re'

hoad ; alînost tee low for beauty, though lier calmn, straiglit-featurcd faic",

lit by a pair cf singularly lumninous blue eyes, and ending in a deeP-

dimipled cliin cf exquisite symmetry, needed but a glance te inake good ite

attractive dlaim. M.iss Cora Dares xvas quite profuse in bier smiles; Sle

gave Pauline, 'While taking the latter's biaud, a very bright and charLiflog

one, which made hier loek still less like lier niother.

IlWe saw you and Mamina talking very earnestly together, 14ro'

Vanick," she said, with a briof side-glance toward iKindelon, Iland 50"V

concluded that it weuld hoe safe te beave yeu undisturbed for at least a îittle

while. But mammna is curiously unsafe as an enitertainier." This was 5ftid

with an extreinely sweet and amiable look in. Mrs. ]iares's diroctiOl'

IlShe semetimes leses herseîf ia gentle rhapsodies. My sister Martba fand

I have tee keep watch upon bier by turns out cf pity for the unliberateda

victims.",
IlI need not tell you how I scera the injustice cf tbat charge, miy dear

Mrs. iDaros b " bore cried Kindelon. " It weuld ho late in tbe day tOte

you of my devoted admiration! "
III foar it is early ia the day fer me te speak of mine," said Pauliîîe;

but the laugh that went with lier words (on was it the words thoînselvOS

rang sincerely, and teck frein what slie said the levity of moire idie eC0l1 '

pliaient, Y

"But you will surely care te meet some cf our friends, Mrs. Varic'<,

now said Cera Daros.
"Oh, by all means, yes ! " exclaimed Pauline. The girl's limpid, sted

fast oyos fascinated bier, and she gazed inte their lucent deptbs longer th»Il

she was perhaps aware. Tt~ was almost like an abrupt awakening te 1

that sho and Mrs Dares ' yeungest daugbter were standing alone toge0ther


