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CURRENT COMMENT.

A common practiceé with English-
men and Scotchmen who fall into the
clutches of thelaw and havetogo tojail
is to assume an Irish name. Con-
versely, let an Irishman do a brave,
heroic act, and it is forthwith credited
to " British pluck.” An instance of this
latter frand occurred lately in England
when Edward Lynch, a stoker on board
the Thrasher, gallantly attempted the
rescue of a scalded comrade, and was
presented with the Albert Medal of the
first class for conspicuous bravery.
Many of the English papers immediate-
ly claimed him as an Englishman
and therefore landed him to the skies.
But it turns ous that Edward Lynch
was born in Cork.

Not having looked at the Milwaukee
Catholic Citizen for some weeks past,
we were first made aware of its re-
ference to us by a remark in The [fle-
view of St. Louis. We immediately
hunted up the back numbers of the
Citizen and read its comment on our
congratulations to Mr. Arthur Preuss
anent the letter he received from Cardi-
nal Satolli. The Citizen is better in-
formed, we frankly confess it, than we
were at the time we attributed a
special significance to what proves to
have been merely a thank-offering for
a free subscription. This fact was after-
wards brought home to us very start-
lingly when we read the very same
letter addressed to a paper of an almost
directly opposite flavor. However, we
in no way regret the conclusion we
drew from that letter as to Mr.Preuss’s
ability and soundness. We enjoy.prais-
ing & good thing. For instance, we
cannot sufficiently express our admira-
tion for the Cilizen’s advocacy of the
interests of neglected Italian Catholics.
We know by experience how eager
Italian navvies are to respond to any
priestly effort for their spiritual wel-
fare. ’

o

1. Oiseau-Mouche, the bright little col-
iege journal of theChicoutimi seminary,
bus lately entered on the sixth year of
its interesting and useful career. We
have no idea how long humming-birds
generally live,but we sincerely hope this
Hterary **rara avis" will live as long at
Teast as parrots do who have been known
3 round off a century or more. Chicouti-
mi seems to be a centre of thought and
Tetters. It has just sent us a new and
very premising journal, L3 Defense, ex-
tremely well written and thoroughly
Catholic in tone. The editor is Mr,
Ulderic Tremblay who was for three
years on the editorial staff of La Minerve
in Montreal. More power to your elbow,
Brother Tremblay. May the enemies of
our holy faith tremble before you

*enchant pen. .

The Persecution of the Jews.

Jrance is jnst now ringing with the
ost violent denunciation of every.
ing Jewish, Max Nordau is predict-
g a massacre of the children of Israel,
vieh he, & Jew himself, attributes
1y to the Catholic Church. It’ is

; true that some Catholics have
ten and spoken in an unchristian

v of the race that gave us Jesus,
Mary and Joseph. Edouard Drumont,
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in particular, has carried to extremes
his indignation against the rapacity of
the Jews. But no Catholic authority
has ever sanctioned such language.
We fully agree with the following edi-
torial note in the Liverpool Culholic
Times :

“We are against persecution of every
sort, whether the victim be Jew or
Gentile, believer or unbeliever. We
think that if the Catholic religion were
properly understood and acted upon,
persecution by Catholics would be im-
possible. Therefore we deeply regret
to find that Catholics are giving an
impatus to the wave of hostility to-
wards the Jews which is now sweeping
over France. It took its rise in Russia,
flowed through Germany and Austria,
and is at present causing havoc in
France. And we find an essentially
Catholic journal such as the *‘Usserva-
.tore Romano” sympathising unmistak-
ably with those who Jurther its pro-
gress. The argument of the ‘‘Osserva-
tore,” no doubt, is that the svirit of
Judaism is too narrow and sectarian,
that as the Munroe doctrine proclaims
that America is for the Americans. the
Semitic doctrine is that the world is for
the Jews; that they possess the great-
est share of the world’s wealth; that by
their disbursements for public debts
they hold the fate of nations in their
hands; and that they are so powerful
in every department of State as to be
able to say like the primitive Christians
*'We are everywhere.” Quite true, but
surely ability and thrift are nor
deadlysins. If the Jews have grave
faults of character, let them be educat-
ed out of them, and compel them in the
some way as other citizens to ob-
serve the laws rigorously. But do
not persecute them. The Christians, it
seems to us, compelled the Jews to
adopt certain habits, and now they are
visiting them with hatred for the habits
into whicl: they forced them.”

Perplexities of English Orthoepy.

As a curious example of teasiug per-
plexities in the pronunciation of English,
we print Mr. James Jeffrey Roche’s fa-
mous skit on the word “vase,” prononnced
in four different ways by four distinct
classes of people. This is not by any
means the most remarkable ingtance of
variely in the ntterance of one word. The
Standard D ctionary gives no less than
fourteen different ways of pronouncing cy-
nosure, although all agree in placing the
accent on the first syliable. Twelve au-
thorities pronounce it ciy-no shur with the
“un” lonyg ; ten say cy-no-siur; three say
cy-no-ztur; one gays sin-o siwr with the
“0” ag in obey ; one, sin o-ziur; three
8ay sein-u-siur. with the middle“n”as in
bul; tive sry sein-o-zhur, with the “o’as
in nof; three say cy-no-shur,with the“o”
as in obey, five say cy-no-zhur, with the
*0"” a8 In nojone 8ays sin-o-siur, with the
‘‘o” asin no; another pronounces the
second and third syllable the same
as the preceding, but makes the first
one long;six say sin-o-shur, with the **n”
as in burn; eleven sav cy-no-shiur with
the ‘‘a” lony; tinally, four say sin-o-shiur,
same as the preceding, except that the
first ayllable is short.

Side by side with all these refinements
of orthoepy, the besst dictionaries fail
to notice certain varieties of pronuncia-
tion which are sanctioned by the best
usage. Last year we called attention to
the ,fact that cenlenary is pronounced
cenleenary, with the accent on the second
syllable, by most Euglish University
men and by the gentry and nobility
thought his pronunciation is not mention-
ed by any dictionary known to us. Agair,
there is no dictionary authority for
making the first syllable long in the
noun precedent, and yet many English
'Uuiversity men pronounce it pree-ce-denl,
though all standard orthoepists give only
press-e-dent,  And just now, when eve;'y-
body i8 talking about the last Papal
document on the Manitoba Schools,
cultured Winnipeg 8 much exercised
over the second syllable of encyclical.
Eoglishmen and l'rotestants generally
pronounce it long as iu encyclopedia ;
many Catholies and especially Ameri-
cans give the “y” the svund of short “i.»
This is the only pronunciation to be
found in the '*laternational” and “*Sian-
dard” dictionaries, while the *‘Imperial”
and “‘Storinonth’s” give only the long
sound.

THE REV.SILLIMAN BLAGDEN.

It has long been a subject of wonder
to the many Catholic admirers of the
Rev. Silliman Blagden that he still re-
mains outside of the Catholic fold. His
hold on many of the great Catholic
truths is so uncompromising and firm ;
his praise of Catholies so warm and
sincere ; his charity so genuine. Some
of his recently published letters, which
he has' kindly sent us, have removed,
from us at least, this feeling of wonder.

‘We now understand how it is that he

dees not see the force of the arguments
that make membership with the Catho-
lic Church imperative on the logical
Christian.

In aletter which he writes in The
Standard Union of Brooklyn he attempts
to answer the question put to him by
the Rev. Joseph 8. Tiernan, of Camden,
N, Y., ‘How do you know that the
Bible is the Word of God ?” His answer
is quite a revelation, not of any start-
ling line of proof, but of the almost
hopeless confusedness of even a cultured
and kindly Protestant intellect. “I
believe,” he says, *‘that the Holy Bible
is the Word of God, because ‘it is
written'in the same ;" and he quotes
2 Tim. 3:15,16: **And that from a
child thou hast known the holy scrip-
tures which are able to make thee wise
unto salvation through faith which is
in Christ Jesus. All scripture is given
by iupiration of God, and is profitable
for doctriue, for reproof, for correction,
for instruction in righteousness.”

Now, first of all, it needs no great

knowledge of scripture to know that
the vital part of these texts is contro-
verted. Rev. Silliman Blagden quotes
from the Authorized Version ; but the
Revised Version, which no scholar
should overlook, translates: ‘“‘Every
scripture inspired of God is also profit-
able, ete.,) which is almost the same
as the Catholic Douay version: ‘‘All
Scripture inspired of God is profitable.”
And this only means that those books
which are really inspired of God are
profitable. What those books are, what
the *'scriptures” are, neither that text
nor any other text in the Bible says.
This is a consideration that could not
escape the veriest tyro in a Catholic
seminary. He would be told,and would
recognize the truth of the assertion jm-
mediately, that the foregoing passages
from Timothy prove absolutely nothing
as to what is the complete and exact
list of the books that constitute that
collection which we call the Bible.
Moreover he would also be told at the
very outset of his theological course—
and again he could not hel} admitting
that what he was told w  true—that
the testimony of a book to" : own value
is no proof that that valueis therein
correctiy estimated. St. Paul might
protest loudly that his writings are
inspired ; if we do not know from some
eternal evidence that he is right and
speaks the truth, we have no reason to
take his unsupported word for it. In
other words, there must be an infallible
Church to point out what writings are,
and what are not, inspired. There is
no other way of getting at that super-
natural fact, Strange to say, the Rev.
Silliman Blagden, who has read so
many Catholic books, seems still una-
ware of this srgument which makes his
reply look almost childish. We are
ased to such childish replies from the
common run of Protestant ministers;
but we had expected better things of
one who writes so eloquently about the
Catholie Chiurch. ’
How curiously unhistorical Brother
Blagden’s mind is appears from a pass-
age in a warm and fervent appeal to
unity in the Boston Republic, *“Qur
blessed and holy religion,” he says,
“and divine faith and the bride of
Christ, which is the church of God,was
not founded upon the sayings, writings
and utterances of Augustine, Calvin,
Knox, Edwards, e/ al., however great
and good and holy these menof God
were, for all of whom we entertain the
greatest and liveliest respect, honor,
admiration and affection.” The idea
of linking together as equally worthy
of love and esteem St. -.dzustine of
Hippo dnd men like C#° . and Knox
whom Dr. Littledale.3.ulled “utterly
unredecmed  villiar What woeful
confusion must * - “6 the mind that
can honestly emb:. ;e such mutually
destructive elements !

We could give many other samples
of Brother Blagden’s unconclusive rea-
sonings and religious *‘gush."But these
will suffice to explain why he may re-
main until death invincibly ignorant
of the claims on his allegiance of the
one and only true Faith. He has had
no early training in logic. He has suf-
fered from the prevaldnt unphilosophi-
cal formation of Protestant youth, It
would be impossible for a Catholic
priest, however dull and naturally iljo.
gical he might be, to put forth in goog
faith the arguments that seem to gp.
prove themselves to Brother Blagden,
The Catholic student is too carefully
trained in dialectics to Imagine that
fine phrases and vaporings about broth.
erly love will ever make truth and er.
ror join hands. All of which does pot
prevent the ever charitable Catholje
from admiring the Rev. Sillimay
Blagden’s transparent sincerity and
praying that he may one ‘day receive
the Divine illumination that will djs.
sipate the mists of his mind.

Rev. Father Chartler, 8. J,, conducted
laat Sunday's services 8t Portage lg

Prairie, ‘

The V-AS-E,
By James Jeffrey Roche.

From the madding crowd they stand apart,
The maidens four and the Work of A rt;
And none might tell from sizht alone

1o which had Culture rigpest grown—

The Gotham Million fal} to see,

The Philadelphia Pedigree,

The Boston Mind ot azare hue,

Or the soulful Soul from Kalamazoo—

For all loved Ar} in & seemly way,
With an earuest soul and a capital A.

* L] L] » » -
Long they worshipped; but no one broke
The sacred stlllness, until up spoke
The Westernone from the nameless place,
Who, blushingsaid: “Whatalovely vase.’
Over three faces a 8ad smile flew,

And they edged away from Kalamazoo,
Buat Gotham's haughty soul was stirred
To crush the stranger with one sinall word.
Deftly hiding reproof in praise,
She cries: 'I'is, indeed, a lovely vaze!!
Bat brief her unworthy triumph when
The lofty one from the house of Penn,
“With the consciousness of two grandpapas,
Exclaims: *“It 1s quite a lovely vahs!”
And glances round with an anxicas thrill,
Awaiting the word of Seacon Hiil.
But the Boston mald smiles courteousiee
And gently murmurs: “Oh, pardon me!
“Idid not catch your remark,because
I was so entranced with that charming
vaws!”
Dies erit praegelida
Sinistra quum Bostonia.

Coutrast between €atholic and
non-()atlml_ic manners
and morals.

By M. C. L. in the Preston Catholic News,

Apropos of the ex-priest campaign, a
correspoudent remarks that *if a priest
be no more than any other well-educated
man, it is strange that Protestants should
make 8o much capital out of capturing
one.” When Rome weeds her garden,
Protestantism replants the caslaways
and pretends they are delightful orchids.
To do justice to the weeds, they know
better, and behave as weeds. On the
other hand, what delightful roses Rome
manages to engraft on Protestant wild-
briars! Some of our best “standards’’
have been thus raised.

In alocal paper s reverend contro-
versialist, who lately was convicted of
three gross misquotations, turns up the
whites of bis eyesover the alleged moral
inferiority of Catholic people and Catho-
lic countries. A worthy eeusor truly!
But at least we can claim that none of
our clergy have been imprisoned for

 selling indecent literature, that

We de not Slander our Neighbor
as & Means of Livelthood,

nor publish infamous and untruthful
attacks en other religious, institutions
and doctrines, which is & great deal wore
than can truthfally be said for Protes-
antism. On these points it shows a
record of shame, and gives evidence of
its own moral weakness. This dishonest
controversialist aforesaid is chary of
naming authorities for the wholesale
chargss he brings against Catholic coun-
tries, possibly because he is afraid of
being “‘caught napping” again, His
own detected methods have put him
out of court; but it might be interest.
ing to ascertain what nen-Catholics
themselves bave said on the subject ot
Catholic versus Protestant morality.
Concerning Catholic Ireland, a writer
in the “Windsor Magazine" is forcei to
the following admission:
There is bhardly any Crime in
Irslana.

The entire convict population of the
country numbers fewer than 500 persons.
-+ . At is in trath a grateful and refresh-
ing experience to pass from the casual
study of crime aud criminalg in England
to a gimilar study in Ireland . . . Crime
a8 we know it in England is practically
non-existent in Ireland. Our great
guilds of crime~the bands of profession-
-l burglars and robbers, financial con-
Spirators, the adept forgers, the trained
theives, the habitual leviers of black-
mail, the bogus noblemdn, tiie ‘long firm’
practitioners, hotel and railway sharps—
are almost entirely unrepresented in
Ireland. Ina word, so far as habitual
and professional crime is concerned there
is not as decent a country in Europe.”
Dr. Leflingwell, u specialist, in his work
on iilegititnucy, gives tables showing
that Scotlami produces five times as
many illegitimates as Ireland. His com-
ments on the matter are very striking.
Mr. Froude declared that the absence of
vulgar crime in Ireland, and

The Exceptional Modesty and
Delicacy of the Irish Character, were
due, “to their everlasting honour,.to the
influence of the Catholic clergy.”

It may here be noted that the “Glas-
gow Herald,” July 19, 1897, reported 15
Scottish divorce cuses and 2 wife mur-
ders; and that Dr Sloan, of the Glas-
gow 8chool Board, addressing the Free
Church Presbytery, pronounced

Sabbath Schools a Fatlure on
Aocount of the Ignoranee
of the Teachers,

A reverend gentleman stated in reply
that family religion had got down to g

——— —
low level in the present day, and that

many of their chiliren were under what
mizht be called heathen itfluences. It
would be gnperfluous to quote General
Assembly Reports as to the low state of
morality in ultra Protestant districts, Of
Protestant England one of her own Bish-
ops 8ay8: “To hundreds of and thog-
sands of our fellow-countrymen God is
practically an nnknown Being, except as
the substance of a hideous oatl:.” {“Good
Words,” January, 1880.) The Vicar of
Otterton states that “at no previous date
in English history Lasti.e marriage bond
been soopenly violated ani disnonoured
as to-day.” The Deun of St David’s re-
marks that *“‘the young persons in Sun-
day schools are not only grossly ignorant
but grossly immoral.” Further evidence
as to the morality of Waleg as given by
Protestant clergyvmen and laymen can-
not be repeated in these columns. Mr
Thieblin, a Urotestant, clains that “The
comparaiive percentage of proféssional
vice and of general looseness of worals
is much lower

In Spain.

than in any other country in Earope.”
The Statistical Report of the German
Government, 1872, says: “The connec-
tion between the relative proportion of
divorcerand religious confessions 18 re-
markable. In the specially evange]ica.l
districts divorces are frequent, in the
strictly Catholic they are rare.” The
Rev. 5. Baring-Gould adds that in Den-
mark divorce is much more common
thanin Germany, Dy, Franz Muller, of
Munich, in 1896 read a paper before the
International Congress of Pgychology,
quoted in the “British Medica] Journal,”
giving facts and figures to prove that
snicide is much more common amongst
Protestants than amongst Catholics
Suicides are most abundant in Pro-
testant Germany, least in the Catho-
lie, Romanic and Keltic races of South-
ern and Western Earope; in Frankfort
the proportion is 342 per million, in Por-
tugal 7. Rev, Dr Hayman, writing in the
“Fortnightly Review,” October, 1586 tells
us that Protestant Saxony leads the
world in this crime, and that in seven
years “foul assaults on ehlldren have
increased by 918 per cent., criminals un-
der 18 by 430 per cent., and child
criminalg by 100 par cent.,” The “Boston
Herald” of November 9, 1891, reported
verbatim a sermon by the Rev. B. Sin-
clair, a Presbyterian, in which the fol-
iowing passages occar :—*Unfaithfulness
o the marriage-vow is one of the flagrant
sina of New England. . . The Roman
Catholic Chureh is

The One Church which {s & Practical Foe

to this Hell-Born Sin.

«eese:'Thon shalt do no waurder.” Burn
this into your consciences, ye sinning
clildren of Beelzebub! Infanticide is the
national sin of New Eugland. We are
told that the Roman Catholies are going
to possess this Jand. Through your sin
they are, and they ought to.” The Rev.
B. Waugh has aflirmed thag more than
a theusand children are muardered an-
nually in England for insurance money,
I commend these statements, g]] fm;n
non-Catholic sources, to opr reverend
critic when next he wisheg to enlarge on
the text: “By toeir fraitg ye shall know
them!”

R

A Boy Baptizing Rimself.
—_—

Uathelic Times.

8t. Augustine speaks of the soul as
“naturally Christian.” A remarkable in
stance of this natura) longing for union
with God through, falfilment of the law of
Christ is recorded in the last issue of the
“American Ecclesiastical Review.”” A
priest relates that one evening a lady
called upon him, and though professing
Do religion asked to be baptised. The
priest explained that unless she beliey-
ed in the efficacy of the ceremony he
eold not perform it. *“Could a person
who is not baptized himself baptize me?*
she queried. “Yes,” was the reply. “But
I must believe.” “Yes,” “That ig right,”

He baptized himself. Give me one of

I can.” Then she told how her little bo'
feeling as if be were going to die begg g
that he might beLaptized. She pat mi'n
off with the vemark that he was not
about to die, and ghe gent away the
Catholic nurse whq had, she believed,
influenced the child, A few days after-
wards ber little son asked for water and,
when he got it, taking some with his fee.
ble hand he put it on his forehead, say-
ing “I baptise myself in the Name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Ghost.” The case was a decidedly touch-
ing oue, and the editor of “The American
Ecclesiagtical Review,” answering the
priest's request for information as to the
validity of the baptism, observes that any
person who should sincerely attempt
to baptise himself in such an emergency
would receive the grace of baptism, that
is to say salvatibn,not through the sacra-
ment of {aith, but through his faith in

the Sacrament, :

she continued; “my bey died a Catholic. .

your books and I 8ball try to believe !-’j ’
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