~

oo™
‘K.."‘ THE ONLY CATHOLIC WEEKLY PUBLISHED IN ENGLISH BETWEEN LONDON (ONTARI0) AND THE PACIFIC COAST
s
tw
VOL. XXII, No. 9. WINNIPEG, SATURDAY, DECEMBER 9, 1905 8 Pl atvane
ngle Copies g ceats
————

CURRENT
COMMENT

In that art of arts, the governance
of men, the rarest quality is will power
Yo do perseveringly what one sees to
b.e right, Many rulers of men see the
Nght course plainly enough, perhaps
they talk loudly about it and thus dc-
Quire a reputation for judgment, or
they indulge in promises or threats and

Us for the moment delude their hear-
€18 into the belief that they will be as
800d ag their word; but when the psy-
ch(ﬂogical moment comes for execution,
they weaken before party clamor or

8k down before private entreaty.

he strong ruler, on the other hand,
talks little, promises and threatens less,
ut is eloquent in deeds. Baron Hubner,
1 his masterly life of Sixtus V., relates
tl}at when he was elected Pope, his ad-

Visers came to him requesting that he

should iggye the usual proclamations

3gainst, the brigands who then infested
the Roman Campagna, the waste places

Bear the Eternal City. He replied that

® would not. Then the Curia pro-

tested that all his predecessors had done

80. The new Pope blamed them not,

but called in the chief of Police and

Ordered him to trace and arrest some

bflgands without delay. Two of these

Ighwaymen were caught red-handed.

e eivil courts tried them, found them
8uilty and condemned them to death

F the murders they had committed.

IXtus V. quietly insisted on their im-
- Mediate execution. The bhanging of

®8¢ criminals did more than a hundred

Proclamations could have done. Bri-

8andage ceased in the Roman Cam-

Pagna during the stern rule of that

&reat Pope_

i

Buch were the thoughts suggested
toug by Mr. William Allen White’s im-
Partial and realistic sketch of the
Present Governor of Missouri in the

cember McClure’s. Joseph W. Folk
ems to- have donned the mantle of
Sixtus V. He talks little but does
¥onders. When Folk first appears on

® scene as circuit attorney Missouri
Politics were sadly corrupted by the
odle and graft of the largest city,

- Louis. Folk attacked that strong-

old of corruption. ‘‘His first alarming
ction was to indict a number of elec-
tion thieves. He prosecuted them and
onvicted them—in spite of the elabor-
Ate explanation made to him by the
Machine leaders, that these thieves had
Worked for his own election. His pre-

ecessor in office warned him that there
Was no gense in making trouble for him-
Relf by pushing these cases; that the
People would forget all about it when
® needed votes. But Folk went
dheag, . Within three years he
Uncovered in St. Louis more corruption

D had ever before been uncovered
3% one time and place in the civilized
World. The legal records of the coun-
t‘? show that before Folk became cir-
Cuit attorney of St. Louis, only 34
Cageg against bribe-takers had been

PO}xght in the whole United States
I‘l!’mg more than one hundred years.
o Missouri, in all the history of that
'Mperial state,’ as the bass drum
omt(_)l‘s of the machine used to call it, not
:ne‘ Indictment had ever been brought

8alnst 2 public official for boodling.
c(:’lkf in four years, brought forty cases;

Mvicted twenty men—a dozen of
o were released by the State Su-
E;'e’lle Court upon technicalities—and
v the twenty convictions eight con-

ct‘}d men are serving time in the peni-
mntlary,” The conscience of the com-
thon People was aroused. In spite of

® Opposition of the State Supreme
fenq and of many lawyers who de-
Folked the boodlers and sneered at
an. he was for a time, in St. Louis,
.np;Pular hero. But during that timé,
the eﬁer1?011 City, the capital, although
onl officials said out-loud: ‘“‘He has
thai' ?SOHe his duty; why this fuss over
Wan Yet in private “the influences he
w: Combating poured their corroding
: himt» UPon him; they tried to entrap
eneq l:iet courtesans after him; threat-
. Meg mm'Mth assassination, and sent

out of “him to say that when he was
ity Gﬁ"lce corruptionists would make
- .. Possible for him to live in Missouri.
N8 they dig many times, until Folk

believed that they would keep their
word—if they could. =~ Whereupon he
saw but one thing for him to do, if he
lived in Missouri after his term of office
expired, and that was to destroy the
corrupt forces which controlled the
machine. There was but one sure way
to destroy it—and that was to become
governor and be governor in deed and
in truth, instead of in name only as
former governors had been.”

The undertaking appeared most fool-
hardy. Missouri was supposed to be
hidebound, full of prejudices and hoary
precedents. Folk was a new man from
another State, Tennessee. He had no
family connections, no social prestige,
and was hardly known outside the city
of St. Louis. He had no considerable
campaign fund, while his enemies had
an unlimited one and all the politicians
of any note sneered at him. He is no
orator, he is not magnetic ‘“He ig-
nored the politicians; he made no deals
nor combinations; he replied to none
of the abuse the machine leaders were
heaping upon him. But he went
straight to the Missouri farmers; told
them what he had done in St. Louis,
and asked for their support in a straight-
forward fashion, unashamed and with-
out promises of what he would do.
Because he was clearly an honest man
and unquestionably a brave one, they
took him on faith”’ and elected him by
a majority of 30,000, which is 5,000
more than they gave to Pesident Roose-
velt. Commenting on this “whirl-
wind campaign,” in which all the Demo-
crats but Folk were defeated and all
the other offices but that of governor
fell to Republicans, Mr. William Allen
White says finely: ‘This shows two
things clearly: that the return from
boss government to constitutional gov-
ernment may be accomplished by the
people whenever they desire to do so,
without any new laws and without any
unusual conditions; that whenever a
politician appeals to the people directly
and sincerely upon a moral issue, he
need fear no deal nor combination ror
strategy on the part of the crooks or
their friends. The people have sense;
they know the right and the wrong of
a cause, and only when the right a.ud
the wrong are muddled by compromis-
ing manipulators on bothsidesof a fight,
is the issue in doubt. Folk’s victory
should teach young men in politics first
to champion the sheer right of a ques-
tion, and then to trust to the basic
common sense of the people to see the
right and choose it.” One factor, how-
ever, there is which Mr. White throws
into strong relief elsewhere in his article
and which must not be forgotten in a
general view of the situation, and that
is the personality and the previous
record of Folk. Just men, firm of
purpose, like him are, unfortunately,
very rare,

Rarer still is the young man that is
not spoiled by promotion. “In nine
cases out of ten promotion finishes a
young man’s usefulness. He sees an-
other promotion ahead, and begins to
compromise to get it, and that is the
end of him. But this young man
Folk”-—he is only thirty-six—‘is not
letting down. He is keeping up his
standards, living up to the ideals which
gave him his promotion. Political
prosperity agrees with him.”  No soon-
er was he inaugurated than he began
enforcing a law which had been a dead
letter on the Missouri statutes for nearly
forty years, the law prohibiting rail-
ways from giving passes tq legislators
or state officers or state employees.
Next, while vetoing bills that were un-
fair to the railways, he gave his support
to needed railway legislation “and the
first time since 1873 alaw was passed regu-
lating freight ratesin the.state.” Another
was passed forbidding railway employers
to work their employees more than six-
teen hoursatatimeonfreight runs. These
and several new and wise laws regulat-
ing railways were strictly enforced.
Then Folk putin force, after a mem-
orable fight, the law probibiting race-
track gambling and making it a felony,
and broke up the Delmar track. ‘“The
horses are gone, the bookmakers have
fled, and gambling upon the results of
the St. Louis races has ceased all over
the United States.”

Persistence is the gecret of Folk’s
success. When he began last spring to
enforce the Sunday closing law which
had lain forty years asleep in the Mis-
souri statutes, people thought this
show of severity would soon cease,
probably after the third Sunday,
“which is the Sunday when Sunday
closing spasms” i other cities, and
under other rulerg ‘“‘generally” stop; so
a large number of bgck doors were
opened. On  Monday morning the
keepers of those saloons lost their li-
censes. One great difficulsy in St.
Louis was the large German population
which, it was thought, would not con-
sent to fOl'egO its beer for one day each
week. But the German Americans now
obey and uphold the law. “The hotel
bars and all drinking places are closed
on Sunday in the first-clags cities of
Missouri for the firgt time in the his-
tory of the state.”

Though Folk is described as a “deeply
pious” man, self-denying and clean-
lived, he publicly preaches but one
doctrine, the narrow, practical one,
that honesty pays better than graft.
““And this is how it has paid: Since the
election of Folk as circuit, attorney of
St. Louis the valye of land in the State
has increased 20 per cent. The annual
immigration to the State has increased
25 per cent. The Sunday
business of the local street cars has
increased 25 per cent., and the Monday
deposits in the banks of the cities have
increased remarkably, while the number
of arrests in the three cities, where
statistics are available, has decreased
20 per cent. and the Sunday arrests have
diminished 40 per cent. More than
that the trade of the grocers and small
merchants has increaged so materially
that they are making a sentiment for
Sunday closing 8trong enough to main-
tain it when Folk leaves the governor’s
offiee at the end of hig term in 1909.”

-

Mr. William Allen White deserves
great praise for sketching in so manly,
_honest and factful g way a career which
18 an invaluable object-lesson for all
who sincerely seek the best interests
of their country or city, wherever that
country or city may be. What a
blessing it would be for Winnipeg if the
present exciting municipal campaign
were to develop some imitator of Folk’s
methods!  As Mr. White is careful to
explain, genius is not necessary. He
insists that Folk is not an intellectual
glant, that he ig merely an ordinary
young man, “whoge only difference from
many another young gentleman in
Vanity Fair is that he has sense enough
to be honest and to make it pay.” And
Mr. White very wisely deprecates “the
effort to make him a presidential candi-
date while he ig gtil up to his elbows
In & work that he has sworn to do with-
out variableness or shadow of turning.
What this country needs of Governor
Folk, and what, it has a right to demand
of' him, is that he keep right on making
Missouri g model American common-
wealth, that other states may profit
thereby. With ten years of
seasoning in public life—perhaps six
of it in Washington” (as United States
serator)—“Folk would be sound and
strong and worthy of any burden;
but now his duty lies in Missouri, at his
appointed tagk.”

One most admirablé feature of this
birth of wholesome public sentiment in
Missouri and one which we Canadians
can with difficulty emulate is the sink-
1ng of party difference for the sake of the
common good. “The Republican state
officials, who in any other state and in
any other conditions might feel that
party policy required them to hinder
rather than help a Demooratic gover-
nor, are doing all they can to help him.
Attorney General Hadley, a young
Republican of the new school of politics,
has been standing shoulder to shoulder
with Folk in every important fight, and
he deserves the highest praise for the

way he has rigsen above partiskil biu}

end has become a faithful servant of
the people. But for Hadley's senge
and loyalty, Folk might have been
badly erippled.” -

Another excellent article, also making
for honesty and thoroughness in govern-

.lment appears in the same number of

McClure’s Magazine, which hag already
done so much to awaken the conscience
of Americans and othérs all over the
world. Mr. Ray Stannard Baker, who
is writing a series of articles on the
management of railways, thoge gigan-
tic monopolies which “have infinitely
more to do with the happiness and
success of the people than the United
States Government itself,” writes this
month on Railroad Rebates. He de-
fines a rebate, strictly so called, as “a
sum of money secretly paid back by
a railroad company to a favored shipper
as a refund upon bhis freight-rate.”
Last winter and spring, before  the
United States Senate Committee which
investigated railway management, the
railway presidents testified that rebates
had disappeared. But Robert La Fol-
lette, Governor of Wisconsin, did not
trust these general denials. He deter-
mined upon a business-like investiga-
tion. “The information regarding re-
bates came out as the by-product of an
investigation into railroad taxation.
It was charged a number of years ago
that the railroad corporations were
avoiding taxes—that they did not pay
their full share,” So La Follette, who,
like Folk, is nothing if not thorough,
put four or five skilled accountants
at work for about two years, “in the
main offices at Chicago and other cities
of all the railroads that traverse Wis-
consin.””  Before this work was begun,
the railway officials ‘“‘denied just ag
plausibly and as positively as they did
last winter in Washington, that there
were any such things as rebates; but
the very first thing the investigators
learned was that immense amounts of
money paid as unlawful rebates did not
appear in the gross earnings reported
by the companies. And when the
cases came into court a few months
later, these same men who had denied
the existence of rebates, in order to
prevent all the details coming out in
court—for they fear nothing so much

admitting that they had made those
illegal rebate deductions from gross
earnings! The total amount of all
such deductions from 1897 to 1903 was
found to be $10,500,000 in the State
of Wisconsin alone.* Upon this amount,’
said Governor La Follette in his message
‘the railroads should have paid a tax of
four per cent., or approximately,
$420,000, of which sum the State has
been defrauded.”” However, as soon
a3 the expert accountants went to work,
the amount of rebates dropped off from
$46,000 in one month to $9,000 in the
next, and to $666 in the second month
after the investigation had begun.
“Without any threat of prosecution,
indeed, without any intention of look-
ing for rebates at all, the mere sunlight
of publicity almost dried up this par-
ticular rebate plague spot.” This is
certainly an admirable lessonito those
statesmen who really intend to make
railways amenable to law.

A curious instance of rebate-giving
with which our city of Winnipeg is
indirectly, though not responsibly con-
nected, is described at some length by
Mr. Baker. Last year R. D. Wood
& Co., of Philadelphia, wished to secure
a contract for iron water pipes for Win-
nipeg. They had to compete with
manufacturers in Scotland who had a
preferential duty into Canada of $2.40
a ton. The U.S. duty into Canada is
$8 a ton, making a competitory differ-
ence against the American manufac-
turer of $5.60 a ton. Thomas L.
Morton, traffic manager for R. D. Wood,
managed to reduce thie difference one
dollar by obtaining a rebate of five

cents a hundred pounds from C. E.
Campbell, General Agent df the Great
Northern Railway in Philadelphia, who
offered to charge only 443 cents, while
the legal rate was 49% cents a hundred,
““The bills of lading read as straight ag
a string, 49% cents, freight-rate, the
regular published tariff, and this wag
paid by R. D. Woed & Co.  The trans-
action was spotless both in the books
6f R. D. Wood & Co. and in those of
the railroad company. After it was
all over, L. W. Lake of New York,
traffic manager for the Mutual Transit

{Compdny, & line of vessels on the Great

Lakes with which the Grest Northern
Railway had made arrangements, came
down to Philadelphia with a cheque of

$1,500—rebate at five cents a hundred

as real publicity—signed a stipulation

on 1,500 tons of iron pipe. This cheque
he handed to Mr. Morton, who endorsed
it to R. D. Wood & Co. The rebate
transaction was complete and no one
except the two traffic managers was
the wiser.” This transaction which
took place in 1904 and 1905, has since
leaked out. By it were wronged not
only the Scotch iron manufacturers,
but ‘“‘other American iron manufac-
turers, who, had they known that the rate
was 44} instead of 494, might have had
a chance to bid on the business. And,
finally, it wronged all other shippers
on the road,-for if the published rate
of 49% was reasonable, then 44} was too
low, and other shippers must have paid
the difference which R. D, Wood &:Co.
put in their pockets.” Mr, Baker lays”
the chief blame for this unfair discrimina-
tion in favor of big jobs upon the finan-
ciers of Wall Street, who demand that
railways shall pay dividénds, who de-
fend secret management, and who in.the
long run get the profits of these under-
hand and dishonest transactions.

This painstaking search after publie
fraud, so ably conducted by MecClure’s
Everybody’s and their more recent imi-
tators, promises well for the correction
of many evils that afflict the neighbor-
ing republic and, to a lesser extent, our
own country. We hail this wholesome
movement with real satisfaction because
a return to natural virtue is an ex-
cellent preparation for supernatural
grace. But we are far from entertaining
the delusive hope that this movement
is the harbinger of a millenium, In
fact we are haunted by the fear that it
is only a passing phase, and that the
Folks and La Follettes of to-day may
be followed by the Tweeds and Crokers of
to-morrow. History has a taste for
cycles of good followed by cycles of
evil, and it generally repeats itself.
There can be no lasting reform so long

‘a8 the majority of a nation has no early

religious training in Christian schools,
Dread of public expasure, not conscie
ence, the everlasting vigilance of ‘rulers,
not, the fear of God, the utilitarian side
of honmesty, not a sense of duty, are
the mainsprings of the present move-
ment, and these springs soon wear out,
Besides, there can be no permanent
reversal of the universal reign of graft
till the well-head of the evil Js stopped
up. And this is the magnitude of that
source of corruption as summarized by
William Allen White: “Fifty men in
New York City form the board of
directors of the majority of the great
railroads, the great banks, the great
life insurance companies, the great
public service corporations. A score
of these men are high-salaried lawyers.
A dozen big law offices in New York
hire subardinate Jlawyers in every
American state and territory, and it is
Dot 80 much the duty of these sub-
ofdinate lawyers to practise in the
courts ag it is to control the courts and
the forces that make the courts and the
laws that the courts pass upon. Half
a dozen of these great New York law-
yers, through their common subordin-
ates in the state capitals and trade
centres, ean practically dictate the
election of United States genators,
governors and Supreme Court judges.
in two thirds of the American states.
For, by the use of railway passes, the
subordinate attorneys may say what
delegates shall attend every important
loeal convention, and thersby what
candidates shall win, and what state
policy shall be followed. Given a per-
manent machine in s state amassed
wealth controls it as surely as the sparks
filyrupward.” '

His Grace Archbishop Bruchesi, of
Montreal, wrote recently g weighty
pastoral letter to his flock, warning
them against the demoralizing ten.
dency of most of the French plays repre~
sented in the theatres of that city, and
designating clearly enough the wicked
and licentious dramas in which Sarah
Bernhardt was to be the bright par-
ticular atar. “Le Canada,” a nomin-
ally Catholic paper, but a secret enemy
of religion, published His Grace’s pas-
toral, and, underneath. it, the names of
prominent Catholics who were Present
st S8arah Bernhardt’s play the previous

warning.  These names were mors:

{Continued on page 4)

evening in spite of the Archbishop -
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