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. THE ONTARIO’ WORKMAN.

5

that with the experienco they had acquired
in connection with their business, the details
of manufacturing, the relations of capital and
Iabor, ete., they would have availed then-
selves of the public press to discuss the sub-
jeet, and state the reason why they conld not
concedo the principle contended for, Bt no ;
they must meet in secret session, and deviso
some plan to cllectually resist the demands of
their employes.  They dare not come ont be-
fore the public, sceimy their cause is » ques-
tionahle one, and will nothear the light of say:
their argumenty would have no weight with an
intelligent and diserimiuating public. _
I am pleased to learn that some of the em-
ployers have withdrawn their names from the
“manifesto”; while some others allow their
names to remain ¢ for sake of cffect.”  1tis
to be hoped that the Iatter, if they have any
- regard for their reputations, will soon follow
suit. Theve may be one exception, viz: the
ropresentative, not of Truth, Justice, and
Equal Rights, but of Sclfishness, Hypocrisy,
and Tyranny.  Leave him alone in his glory.
T remain yours truly,
A RETORMER.
Toronto, April 29,

SUMMARY.

The journeymen brassfounders of Paisley
have agreed to accept the masters’ offer of
fifty-four hours as the week’s work,

The conchmakers’ strile at Cork has ter-
minated, the masters allowing a reduction
of three hours now and three next July,
thus bringing abeut the nine honrs’ system. |

A numbe? of the St. Andrews’ joiners
struck work on Mounday ; but all turned in
again on Tuesday morning, their masters
having agreed to grant them a reduction of
howrs to fifty-one per week, the wages tobe
continued at the old rate.

Mr. Gladstone, in reply to a question by
Mr. Jenkinson, suid the Imperial Govern-
ment had agreed to guarantee a Canadian
TLoan o 2,500,000 pounds sterling for the
construction of the railway to the Pacific,
providing Canada should accept the Wash-
ington Treaty.

A London jeweller has just completed
the manufacture of a ¢ gigantic” gold watch
for Captain M. V. Bates, the ‘‘ Kentucky
Giant.”  Such an immense wateh requires
of a necessity a “guard” chain of propor-
tionate dimensionsto “fix”it. This weighs
upwards of 12 ounces, and measures six feet
in length.

It is probable that Lord John Russell’s
address, calling upon Her Majesty’s Gov-
ernment to instruct the British arbitrator
at Geneva to withdraw from the Board of
Arbitration until the claims for consequen-
tial damages are abandoned by the Ameri-
can Government, will not be presented in
the House of Lords, as an answer to Earl
Granville’s sccond note has just been ve-
ceived.

R

O’Connor, who assaulted the Queen, has
Deen sentenced to 12 months émprisomilcnt
and 20 lashes. The Jury was satisfied that
he was sane, though his father testified th it
he was not. He is a grand nephew of
Fergus O’Connor, one of the Irish agitators
of the past generation.

After being for little more than two days on
strike, the joiners in Alyth and district have
returned to work, the employers baving con-
ceded their demands for the nine hours limit,
with no abatement in pay, overtime to be paid
at the rate of time and half. 'The change,
however, will not take effect till 1st May. The
masters have also promised, without solicita-
tion, to increase the men’s wages at the same
time.

The Home Sceretary has intimated to the
Mayor of Polton, that an inquiry is to be made
into the circumstances attending the viot which
occurred at a meeting held there to hear an ad-
dress from Sir Charles Dilke. Scveral persons
accused of rioting on the above occasion were,
it will be remembered, criminally prosceuted
recently, but were dismissed as the jury could
not agree as to their verdict.

Tue Depr of Paris.—The deputation ap-
ointed by the city of Paris to obtain the
stitution by the Govermnent of the contri-
wtion of 200 millions levied by the Prussiaus,
avo Lad an ingerview with the President of
the Republic, who proposed that the debt
should be borne half by the State and half by
the city. The delegates had no powers to.
ascept that compromise, but undertook to sub-
4n_ it to the entire body of the Deputies for

':'..: The * Tichborne Defence Fund” now being
t¥nised in England by those who think the
‘*‘-J aimant has beon ill-used by the premature

Bspectablo proportions, and the third list of
5 Qscriptions just published in the London

AEw TicKET.—A great boon has just heen

gtted by the . W, R. Itis in the shape |
5 ticket which enables the purchaser to !
gavel for 1,000 miles ab a less rate than the |
al tariff. The passenger is allowed onc '
in whieh to completry his pilgrimage, but U

¢ Thousand Milo Tickets” per annum. These
tickets can Dbo ‘obtained by letter to W. K.
Muir, G, W. R., Hamilton.

Prison Laror.—A curious question has heen
raised in the Imperial Parliament with regard
to the utilization of prison labor, which has
been tried in England on an extensive seale,
and with the most marked success. Tt scoms
that at the Wakelield prison, the mat-making
business has heen carried on with so much
spirit and enterprise that the firms in that
way of business in neighboring towns consider
their trade unduly interfered with,  According-
ly the Government was expostulated with by
a representative of the aggricved ones, but Mr.
Gladstone did not scem to see it.  So speaks
an Boglish exchange.  Perbaps if My, .
looked at the matter a little more closely, he
might “see” it in the same light as docs the
bLusiness men who are affected by *¢ prison
Labour.”

A SPIETING ADVOCATR OF FRrEE-LovE.~Vig.
toria . Woodhull, the free-love champion,
delivered a woman suffrage harangue at Wash-
ington a short time since.  She declared that
she wonld *“spit upon the Constitution,” and
that she would ““spit upon Congress ”—that
she would ““raise a revolution,” and that she
woull **stump every State fron Maine to Cali-
fornia to accomplish it.” Just imagine the
terrible female Woodhull marching threngh
the country, “spitting” spitefully and ¢‘stump-
ing " stupendously ! Let all eleanly and self-
respeeting folks get out from under, —Colwmbic:
Conrant.

SCOTCIMEN AND PUBLic WoRgs IN Jaray.—
Among the presentations made to the Mikado
during liis recent progress of inspection through
Japan, two Scotchmen received special notice
and llattering commendation—viz., Mr. . H,

srunton, who was complimented on the success-

ful construction of the lighthouses alrcady
completed, and the diligence with which he
had carried out the work entrusted to him;
and My, Cargill, who received thauks for the
assistance he had given in the various transac-
tions connected with the railway works, and
the estublishment of a mint.

The Emperor of China is soon to be married,
and has imported a pair of elephants to as.” &
ab the ceremony,  His future consort is under-
going a careful training in the etiguette of Court
life.  For three years the looms of Nankin,
Hongchan, and Canton have been engaged on
the silks and satins for ler bridal Zrosseau, and
Just now they are announced as completed, at
a cost of nearly half a million in our money.
While the bridegroom, who has the sun far his
emblems, goes forth in a car drawn by elephants,
his bride, who represents the moon, is to be
borne in & palanquin composed entirely of
strings of pearls.

Iaran Acciorst 18 A Fousnry.—A few
days ago & melancholy accident occurred
in Messrs. Caird & Co’s foundry, in Arthur
Street, Greenock.  The workmen were engaged
clevating a large casting weighing ncarly 3
tons, and baving a hole in the centre, and
after they had got it up a certain distance, the
foreman moulder, John Turner, and a lad
naned John Macmillan, incautiously went un-
derncath it.  The chain suddenly snapped and
the ponderous casting fcll on Turner, crushing
him to death. The boy had & most marvellous
escape. He happened to be standing under-
neath the opening in the casting, and when it
fell he escaped unhurt. 7The deccased was
thirty-two years of age, and leaves a wife and
family.

Tug Grear SEA SERPENT CAUVGHT AT LAST.—
Many persons are yet sceptical as to the cx-
istence of a real sca scrpent, and have con-
sidered the tales they have heard concerning it
cither fabulous or the effects of a disordered

vision,  Diut as the present sea serpent got
Iand-trapped, it was bound to be canght, and,
after examination, if it has not turned wp to
be the veritable one, it is most certainly a fue
simile, in the shape of a log of wood 18 'feet
long and about !2 inches in diameter, literally
covered with Darnacles, cach from 10 to 18
inches in length. The mass, when floating
between wind and water, pitching up and
down, would undoubtedly appear a formidable
sea monster, as the barmacles looked like
seales.  This marine curivsity was picked up
by John Kermode and his erew, and has been
exhibited by them in a shed on the Bast Quay,
Ramsey.—Mono's Heruld,

. < !
DEUNRENNEsS IN EXGLAXD.—The Saturday

Review, of England, referring to the enormous
increase of drunkenness in that country, says ;
It is impossible to shut our cyes at the signs
of the times. On cvery side we see proofs of
inerensing habits of drinking at all hours of
the day. The milway stations are hecoming
vast drinking saloons.  There are few bakers

or confectioners who do not exhibit a decanter ;

and glasses on their counter.
present the appenrance of & succession of bars,
One of the newest of them opens into a tavern,
which shares the same roof, another has har-
maids established in bowers of bottles at every
turn of the central stairease, and in every
spare nook and corner of the anditorinmn.” -

TRADEY ASSEMBLY.

The regular monthly meeting of the I'rades’
Assembly will be held on Friduy cvening, in
the .&ssembiy Hall. All delegates are request-
el to be punctual in atbendance.

—_—————
£5° We have received our Hamilton corres-

e feel assured tliat undsers of our travelling pondence, but aro compelled to lay it over till
tizens will get through more than one of the nest issuve,

' A STRIKE IN THE MEDICAL
PROFESSTON.

We hear there has been lately a strike amony
the Doctors on the vaccination stafl.  Their
income was lifty dollars per month, with
twenty-five conts additional for each arm. They
were not satisfied, but required the salary
doubled, so ay to have a hundred dollars per
month with makin’s.  They have lost the
strilee, as there were others preparved to step in
their shoes when they had shullled them off,
We henav it is their intention to suve their Jate
cmployers for the value of the surplus matter
that they had procured for the arms of Her
Majesty's licges, which has heen left on their
hands.  We have no wish to sce such an exem.
plary set of men made an exnmple of, hut it
they sue for lost matter, we hope the Corpora-
tion will sce in that matter for prosceuting
them, after the Toronto persecntors style led
ot by Brown of the Globe.  1f the law of Canada
is not o delusion, a mackery anid a snare, they
certainly deserve punishment more than the
men who desire to reduce the time set apart
for labor onc hiour per day.

We have heen informed that it is the iuten-
tion of the defeated Faculty to send their
surplus matter to the States, but we fear our
American cousing will ohject to the importation
of virus from Canada at the -present juncture,
for fear of it making bad bload, and, with all
their desire for union, they have no wish to be
amexed in that way.— M ontrea! paper.

LRUPTION OF VESUVIUS,

Loxpox, April 27.—The Naples correspon-
dent of the Duily Teleyraph says he has
vigited all the hotels in that city to aseertain
if any of the guests were among the persous
injured by lava flowing from Mount Vesuvius,
hé learned none of them were missing, and
that fatalitics were confined exclusively to re-
sidents of the villages on the side and at the
base of the volcano.

Narwes, April 27.—7There is no abatement
of the force of the cruption of Mount Vesuvius ;
the lava continues to tlow down the sides of
the voleano, destroying everything in its path.
The cxplosions, as the flune and lava shoot
from the crater, are distinctly heard in this
city. A great panic prevails among the in-
habitants of the country around the mountain.

Naries, April 27, (evening)—The eraption
of Mount Vesuvius continnes with dreudful
violence.  The fiowing lava has already
reached Sabastizno and threatens other towns.
Lxplosions in the volcano are constantly heard
in this city. The consternation among the
inhabitants of the villages and towns which

are threatened with danger increases. 1t is
re-asserted that many tourists were sur-
rounded by the lava and perished.  King

Victor Emmannel has sent aid to persons who
have been compelled to flee from their homes
and c¢ocamp in the fields.

RomE, April 27.—At the session of the
Chamler of Deputies to-day, Signor Sella the
Miuister of France, read a despatch from the
Irime Minister Lanza, who procecded to
Naples last night rectifying the cstimates of
the killedl given in a despatch read yesterday,
The tulegram from Minister Lanza stated that
only 12 persons had been killed and 12 injured
by the rumning lava.  The villages of San Se-
bastiano and Mazzadisomma have been almost
entirely destroyed, but all their inhabitants
succeeded in getting away safely. Lava is
now advancing towards the villages of Ponti-
eelli, Cercola, Saint George and Portiei, which
have been abandoned by their inhabitants.
The people living in the towns of Torre del
(iraco, Resina and Boscotrecare have also Hed
from their homes, as those places are threat-
ened with destruction.  These homeless per-
soms hiave been provided with temporary shel-
ter. '

Yesterday the lava advanced at thie rate of
one kilometer an hour, but to-day its pace
has been slackened. While there have been
numbers of heavy explosions in the interior of
the veleano to-day there has heenno trembling
ot the earth. '

The Chamber of Deputies have aunthorized
the (rovernment to take nceessary measures to
provide for the comfort of the people wio have
been xo suddenly deprived of their homes.

The theatres

Narnes, April 28th.—The streams of Java
which threatened the villages of Resina and
Prersina have ceased, and the molten mass is
now covling.  The cruption is decreasing, but
villagers do not dare to return to their homes.

Narres, 2 pam., April 28.—The fires of Ves-
fuvius are slackening. A new crater oponed

near Fersigna to-day, but with every fresh
. opening new violence of ecruption scems to abate,
Yesterday the entire mountain was concealed
{from siglit by the stoke which scttled around
fit. ‘This morning the heavens were darkened
- by the dense clouds of smoke and ashes. A
! strong wind carricd showers of buring cinders
and old scoria as far as Schafate and Palermo.

!

Precaution was taken to flood theGovernment
magazine at Schafate. The volume of the
stream of lava near San Sabastiano is 16 fect
deep and the village is still in danger.

‘The King, who arrived in Nuples yesterday,
has gone to San Sabastinno to direet mcasures
for the relicf of the inhabitants. - :

Jhe devastation has been tewille. Thou-
sands of acres of land have been overwhehned
by ashes and lava, and vineyards are burned
out of sight. ~ Loss of life, it is said, must have
been heavy, bub it it isimpossible to ascertain
the number of victins,

Narees, April 29, —The view of Mount
Vesuvious from this city is now the grandest
that has been witucssed since the year 1631,

Many persons have take advantage of the
panic among the people of towns which were
threatened with destruction to take whatever
goods they could find, . and the Government
have been compelled to order troops to those
places to prevent the stealing of the abandoned
property.

Narees, April 20, morning.—~A sound as of
thunder  accompanies  the discharges from
Mount Vesuvious. The wind, is blowing in
this direction to-day, carrying dense clonds of
smoke and ashes over thecity.  Ashes are Full.
ing on the strects like suow, and already they
have reached the depth of two or three inches.
The rambling inside the voleano continucs,
hut ne fresh craters have opened, and Java has
ceased to flow.  Showers of sand have suc-
ceeded the rain of ashes which was [alling this
morning.  The eruption is uow accompanied
by fearful clectric phenomena. Lightuing darts
incessantly from the summit of the voleano,
and thunder is continuous.  Borning cinders,
stenes and seoreae are falling fast and thick in
the town of Massi di Somma, which iy entirely
destrayed.

———a——
TRADE TUNIONS.
From the Montreul Daily News,

The course parsued by the Torento pub-
lishers forced Sir John A. Macdonald to
tnrn his attention to the law respecting
Trades’ Unions, in order to assimilate our
legislation to that in foree in England. 1t
13 the duty of o statesman to study every
social movement, and endeavor to harmon-
ize conflicting intovests.  SirJ. A, Macdond
ald’s bill to assimilate the law of Canada
relating to Trades’ Unions and trade comn-

binations to that of England, is a proof of’

his administrative capacity, and shows his
ability to anticipate and provide for the

growing wants of our advancing civilization.

The schoolmuster has been abroad for the
last thirty years, and we see the results in
the animated and intelligent discussions in
which the working classes engage. Tn every
quarter of the world where the English
speaking race are found, an eager contro-
versy is heard as to the relative positions of
the operative and the cmployer. Labor
and capilal have not discovered as yet sat-
isfactory basis of scttlement. On the one
hand we witness exaggerated demands, on
other a resolve to invoke legal penalties;
thus an antagonismm has grown up which
ought never to have been allowed to strike
root. The discovery of the stcam engine,
the creation of steamboats and railways,
and the introduction of machinery into
every branch of munufacturing and agricul-
tural industry called into existence masses
of highly skilled mechanics, and necessi-
tated a higher degree of intelligence on the
part of operatives. If we compare the
latest novelty in the shape of a steam driven
revolving press, casting off thousands of
impressions every hour, with the clumsy
hand-worked lever of thirty years sinee,
we can measure the revolution that has oc-
curred ; and it is easy to comprehend that
a much higher order of skill and uptitude
must be forthcoming on the part of the
mechanie than was needed formerly. We
refer to the improvements in the art of
printing, not that they are exceptional, be-
cause every branch of manufacturing indus-
try can point to equal or greater progress,
but to show that machines of the present
day are called on to perform services that
make heavier demands on head and hands,
and that mind and muscle are incessantly
on the stretch to kgep pace with the unflag-
ging engine. ¢ Educate tho working classes™
lias been the demand of the age; and now
that they are educated to a higher standard
they very naturally nse their newly-acquired
powers, They have tasted the pleasures of
literature, and they seek longer leisure to
indulge in new-found sources of enjoyment.
All work and no play dulls the faculties ;
therefore they insist on shortening the hours
of toil ; and, as their readiest mode of ac-
hieving their object, they combine. Or-
oanizing and associating together they beget
a power capable of treating on an eqnality
with capital.  The law, conceived with re-
ference to a different state of society, treats
acts which in England are harmless, as
eriminal in Canada.  To reetify this anom-
aly, Sir J. A. Macdonald brings in his bill
relating to Trades' Unions and trade com-
binations. The consumers are almost the
only partics actually concerned in the con-
troversies between labor and enpital, be-
canse whether cight or ten hours’ Iabor be-
come the rule the price of the manufactured
article must_be rezulated by the cost of pro-
duction. High wages involve high prices,
and as the latter cannob be maitained in
the faco of continental competition in Eng-
land, tho incvitable result must follow
that the working classes must become pro-
tectionists. Wo sec no escape from this
contingency. In England there has been a
steady rise in the seale of wages ; evon in
Warwickshire, now the sccne of a strike,
the farm hand receives in moncy or kind

19s per weok, taking into account his cot--
tage and garden, with the family earnings
during harvest. The tenant farmers who

| employ Inbor say that rents must be redn-

ced or a duty inposed on foreign produce, .
In this Province farm labor has risen with-
in 20 years one hundred per cent. The or-
dinary price in 1852 was half a dollsr per
day ; now it is difficalt to procure good
workmen in the country under a dollar a
day. Of corrse, agriculture must suffer
until machinery he more extensively intro-
duced ; nevertheless the masses are better
fed and clothed. We camnot revert to
sumptuary lasws or arbitvarily decide the
price of labor.  The legislator cannot inter-
fere hetween operatives and capitalists, All
that e can do is to zanction organizations,
define their rights, duties, and powers, ve-
strain them within salutary limits, and
Teave them to make their own bargain,

THE FRENCH ARMY LIST.

STARTLING FACTS,

It has heen stated recently that fears were
entertained of serjous complications be-
tween France and Germany.  This may
have been thought impossible in connection
with the thorough defeat the French have
recently sustained; but the following facts
will show that another war is not only pos-
sible, but not at all unlikely.  In the first
place, France now has at her disposal 874,-
000 soldiers, all ready for service. This
statement is confirmed very anthoritatively.
The army which was imprisoned in Ger-
many, numbering about 380,000 men, is on
a very good footing.  Sobered by its long
and shameful captivity, it has prepared itself
for vengeance.  There are also 68,000 re-
servo troops of really excellent character.
and 423,000 *gardes mobiles,” who have
seen service, but who cannot exactly claim
the distinction of being veterans.  The
L inen are not to be disputed, however. They

really exist as an organized force, and as a
foree willing and anxious to light. France
intends, within the next two years, to bring
her regular strength up to half a million of
men ; and to thus have two armies, one of
vetevans aud reguiars, and the other—five
hundred thousand in number also—of mili-
tia, at her immediate command. Her artil-
lery is still in bad condition, but great cof-
forts are in progress for its renovation and
improvement. Germany has found it neces-
sary to very much improve her own artil-
lery, and will no more than cqual France in
the vigor of her amelioration of that effec-
tive arm of the service. France is still de-
termined on a speedy andterrible vengeance
upon Germany, and the wise wmuy not be
able to vestrain the over-impatient. If
trouble begins at all, it will probably occur
shortly after the payments are nearly com-
pleted, and on somo pretext connected with
the ‘“occupation.” The runor that the
oceupying forces will be strengthened is
doubtless true, but of itself has no alarm-
ing significance. Tt is & precautionary
measure, but it is often taken on the strength
of a rumer which proves totally without
foundation.

FAILURE OF THE SEAL FISHERIES IN
NEWFOUNDLAND.

It is not long since the world was dazzled
with the golden prospects of seal fishing, as
conducted by steamers, Indeed the seals and
the modes of catching them, in the hands of
clever and ingenious writers, have for some
time furnishel a splendid advertisement of
that prospective Province of Canada called
Newfoundlaml, Now it seems, Ly one of those
vicissitwdes well known $o fishermen, the
sealers have suffered a reverse. By advices of
alattendate than our letter of yesterday, we
learn that on Sunday, the 6th inst., three
steamers amd several sailing vessels drifted
past the harbonr of St. John’s, N, F., at some
distance, fast locked in ice. They were part
of the northern sealing fleet, and had been” ar-
rested by the tremendous barriers of ice pressed
on the shores by easterly winds, and were
then drifted helplessly gouth, without any
seals. The 8.8, dwriel wasreported at Charinel
with only 200 seals on Doard, She had
gone to the Gulf fishery. Large numbers
of sealing vessuls were reported to have been
seen late m March fast in the ice, without seals.
‘The immeuse depth of snow on the ice would
render it almost impossible for the sealers to
move about over its surface in search of seals,
and would make it extremely perilous to pur-
sue their prey, as the ice-crevices would be
coverad with soft snow,

The Lest judges in St. John’s, declare that,
owing to the unprecedented combination of
unfavourable circumstances, this will be one
of the most disastrous failures in the seal
tishery ever known. We publish this news
with the greatest regret.—St. John's Telegraph.

CARPENTERS' STRIKE.

We understand that 2 number of earpentors
struck work on Wednesday, in accordauce
with a resvlution passed at the recent mass
meeting. We have not been able to learn
particulars. V

A Sreciar MEeeniNe of the Trades’” As-
sembly has been called for this (Thursday)
evening.
L

o BIRTH.
 On the 25th inst., at the Workingmen’s Hat
Store, Quecn street west, the wife of Max
Bourdon of a son. R

MARRIED.
Ta Elora, on the 16th ult., by the Rev.
Father Willett, Mr. James Melnory, foreman
in Wilson and Lockman's sewing machine fac- -

tory, of Fergus, to Miss Ellen Fladd, of Salem.



