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AMERICAN ARCHITECTURAL METHéDS FROM THE
STANDPOINT OF A CANADIAR.
By J. C. B. Horwoou,

OMINANT fluences in architecture in
all countries have, as a rule, spread from
their langely popatated and wealthy
centres, and what is done in these may
be taken asan index of the work of the
E nation. Tn the United States it will ‘be
found that this rule applies in the cases
of New York, Boston and Chicago, the
former being, perhaps, a mean between
1he two latter. .

In no country or city, however, is
work carried on wnder exactly the same
sc\em; and ] venture 1o sa%ce t here in
the Unit h

* this is being

while on others they are as dull as the first year student of our Canadian
offices ; their ability on the one hand being in strange contrast to their
dullness on the other.  In illustration of this I may say, that | have met
draughtsmen quite expert 6n working out the plans of tenement or apart-
ment , and ing & iderabl ion for their services,
who seemed to know scarcely anything about mm a foll size drawing,
and who would be as niach out of their sphere in ng the drawings of a
house in an open lot as thcy woulkd be at the large detail,  But themaa who
has bren wise enough to show himsell very apt upon such branches of work
as he desires to pursue to his own advantage, and bas thercby in spite of
i 3 ded in ining & wide experi by his going to and
fro, is one that is always in demand whens there is any important work n
progress, While the ordinary office education of young men is therefore
ol'considemb!( more limited scope than I think is the case in Canada, yet
in some by the )1 pp ities afford.

ed by the architectural schools, which gm their pupils 2 general all-round
training previous te their beinj "”"i.; in contact with the restrictions of
1his system of office routine. 1 once heard one of the professors of the fore-
most Ameri i ) college say that no belter training in propo:-

ited States their of
ure as varied asis the external character
of their buildings ; and while it is with-
out dispute that there is work to be
found here as bad, in fuct worse, than in
any other country, these remarks must be taken to apply to the better class
of offices and the higher grade of work.

‘The methods pursued in these large cities are ina very great degree
{though not wholly so) a sysiem which has become necessary Lo meet the
demands of such wealthy and fast living communities. No principals of a
firm having a large practice can devole such a proportionate amount of
their time_upon each building as can be done in smaller cities, where the
practice of the architect is much more limited, where more time is naturally
given 1o the erection of their siructures, and where the drawings are made
by the ordinary office staff. .

1n these extensive communities there ave always to be found a consider.
able aumber of migi y d seeking expeti to add to their
store of knowledge ; and it is comparatively easy to vmploy, at times, a suf-
ficient number of these to assist in pushing to a hasty completion those ex-
tensive buildings which require such a large amount of labor concestrated
upon them. {Itis very amusing when seeking for a position to be frequently
asked by one’s interrogator whether he is a gcod man or not—a capable one
—and should the applicant happen 10 possess some modesty in regard 10
speaking of his capabilit ized by usas a dable trait—be
must always avoid making a remark which might at all be iranspesed to
mean that he was in some degree doubiful of lis ability. Should he be so
unwise s to thus commit himsell. he w receive no further hearing.)
Out of these ! nomads the more experienced are’ retained to be-
come permanent assistants to take charge of the office work of «ny building
under the occasional direction of the office supervisor,

In making the drawings of a large city building the following is some-
what of the gencral mode pursued :

After the architect has decided upon the plan roughly drawn to scale
{perhaps upon paper ruled in squares an eighth of an inch each way} i is

iven to a competent man—the one usually who will have the work under
is_care should the buildiog be erected—io lay i&tou't to, say, an eighth

tion and refinement can be had for the eye, .in addition to the study of the
* orders™ than a good drilling in drawing from the cast ; and th's is becom-
ing more than ever a prominent part of the course of instruction which a
pugil receives at these places. A good education will not accomplish much
if there is not & great deal in a young man, yet when there is, tuition will
bring it to its greatest l!:«:rssil:»illllm, and the result of this is seen to-day quite
plainly by the worl of the best trained meh exerting a very great influence
all over the country upon the work of their less fortunate confréres,

One decided advantage which accrues to a draughtsman in these large
offices is the freq of detail drawing of good and elaborate
work, and I eannot belp but think that if we Canadians spent more time in
training ourselves'in ornamental work in order to have it, as it were, more
at our finger ends, i ding 1t hat Jimited expendi of
our clients, we would find it easier to occasionally introduce it in our work
than when we neglect our education in this respect, and consequently too
often pass the matter over by tuding that it is altogether because we
have not the money to spend upon it. Vet let us ever remember that as
the enrichment of a piece of detail work brings it more prominently before
::i than ifleft plain, thereis therefore the greater need of the whole work

ng good. .

‘These remarks are not intended to imply that a piece of work well studied
in relation to voids and surfrces does not very often look infinitely betier
than many a highly ornamented buildinf‘nol 5o studied, ‘As a matter of
fact there ks a red brick printing house on Lafayette place, New York, which
certainly belongs to the former class, and everything has been so thorough-
ly studied and made appropriate 1o itf positon, that it bas become 1o the
writer one of the most insiructive buildings he has ever scen.

1 was geeatly surprised to find such an amount of iivaley existing here be-
tween profsssional men. The principle upon which business is apparenily
carried on is the “*sponge™ principle—absorb all you are able and refrain
from giving (o others all you possibly can—in the race to climb above your
fellow and score a point ahead of him. It is this spirit which no doubt led
them while formerly restricted at home, to ransack every country for. idens
and ions to modernize and produce from them hing Beyond
the attai of their p ional peti Even their 6wn journals,
which Canadians prize so much I think at the expense of others

03

i

scale. While this is being [ with the may in
working out in a similar rough manner the elevations which he had in his
mind while blocking out the plans, 1o hand over 10 his assistant as he did
the latter ; for in those lofty buildings, the plans of the several floors above

~—are scarcely ever Jooked at for sn?galions when a problem is under con.
sideration ; in fact no instance of this bas ever come under my notice in the
better closs of offices. 'The idea seems 10 be to get the home produciions to
};pmv whgl bggu will hn_ve_ 10 avoid and surpass, while on the other hand

the street level being praciically the same, because the points of support
must ily be i from foundation to roof. it is not th

very often necessary to work out both plan and elevation simultaneously.
To find the thickness of the walls it is but necessary to turn to the bailding
law, as t di ions .are there lated by the height of the wall.
‘While these ings are in progress the ** practical man ™ or ** engineer ™
is called upon to look into such matters as the sizes of columns, plers, gird-
er3, and any special constructional pre s which may need (0 be solved
in carrying out the pra
engines, and the many apparatus which have become the necessary adiuncis
of such buildi hen these preliminary d gs are nearing comple-
tion, a perspective of it is often owtlined, {perspectivés are sometimes work-
ed oul upon an ordinary piece of paper and afierwards transferred to the
sheet selected for the finished drawing) and if there is not a draughisman
on the staff whosc cheef duty is to finish this class of drawing, it'is sent out
to one of the many well known men whose special line is to do this sort of
work, Of late the colored drawing is coming very much in vogue, as can
be noticed particularly in the exhibitions which are being constantly held ;
the chief reason evidently being that color is found to possess more points
of attraction to the eye of the client than the drawing rendered in pen and
ink. Should the erection of the building be decided upon, a similar mode
of operation is again resorted to, and the weights of floors, walls and piers,
are now fully caleul to obtain the di ions of the Iatier, and to
make a proper plan of the fonndations ; girdets, beams, and columns are
accurately figured, and every point of detall, both in pinn and elevation is

scheme, as well as to the position of boilers, -

ks, and plates of European buildings from practi-
cally the time of the ancient Greeks are eagerly purchased lgn the rush for
old ideas to be transformed and made new,

In reference to this matter of foreign illustrations, I have seen one of
those exceedingly simple, and at the same time, exquisitely tasty French
domestic buildings of the twellth or thirteenth century—which would unfor-
tunately be put aside by some ol us as 100 unsuited for modern work—serve
as the keynote for the design of a block of modern houses which would be a
credit to any city in the world. In this respect it would be well that we
were more like the Americans, in that insiead of so ofien reproducing the
works of others, we more ofien adopied the modes of procedure which have
enabled them to produce such excellent resulls,

When we the archif of the two ies and find that the
difference between them is 50 very slilgl.l‘. we will be forced to admit that in
some respects we are very iortunate, in others quite the reverse. The
former, because it is good for a people to en}oy the benefits which have come
1o its neighbor through their enterprise and industry, the latter on account of
the natural inclination of the less self-reliant one of more limited means
1o rest too much upon the attainments of the lacger and more progressive,
rather than to seek from them suzﬁmlons to facilitate their own self-develop-
ment, I am persuaded that this is a failing of ours, though there may be
considerable cause for it, for being comparatively limited in our wealth
and at the same time contiguous 10 one of the richest countries in the

most thoroughly worked out 1o large scales by the chief & as-
sisicd by bis less experienced assocsates, while the former is always working
under the direction of his chiefs.

"In order to facilitate the completion of a set of plansit is the general
practice after the principal floor or elevation has been outlined on stout
paper, to work the others from these on teansparent paper or tracing cloth,
all changes and rough studies of the various parts being made upon similar
material—a practice well worth adopting. When all ars completed, the
Janiors trace them in ink for the various processes of reproduction.  Several
sets are obtained, and afterwards colored if the print is black and white, I
have never yet seen a set of plans inked in and colored on paper for con.
tract drawings os is our custom.

In New York the large ronwork firms do a great deal of their own de.
tailing for constructional ironwork from genen| scale drawings given to
Y or s

them by the architect, which details are for app:
(0 him before ing to carry out the work,
It happens

t under this office ?s(em young men aré kept almast con-
tinually /Rt such work as their shrewd overseer perceives they have the most
aptitude for, so that they may be of the rgost pecuniary advantage to their
. emgloyer. ‘Thus one may bekept altogether working on sketch plans or
perhaps tracing the work of better men, or figuring up the weights of walls,
piers, columns, etc,, or working out the strainsin beams and trusses ; others
may be chiefly occupied in making drawings for foundations after other
men have made the plans of the ficors above and the elevations have been
decided upon ; while still others may be confined 10 gencral details, or may
work whol l{ on inside finish. So the work is divided for each to carry bis
branch tp the highest point in the shortest possible g!ne lhro‘ugh worklng

world; and being within easy reach of their principal cities, we have accus-
tomed ) til) it has become a habit difficult to break, to go no
further than these in our researches for material to awaken new architectur-
al thougins and inspirations within us when a world lies belore us.

American was never similarly siuated, and not being able to look for sug-
I3 to his & izhb he was forced (o go abroad in search
of them. Not being Tted with the prejudices and jealousies which
E ics are ly heir 10, he was comparatively free to
seck from all of them those hints and idens which became to him an incen-
tive to produce through their aid something distinctively his own; and it
is chiefly to this fortunate position in which the lot of the American people
bas been cast, that I attribute their success, mther than to any inherent
superiority over theit northern neighbor or the foremost nations of Europs.
Should we still persist in not being wise enough 10 follow their example in
Ttespect of gathering information from all countries, my fond hope is, that
by some means, if not through a rigid commereial policy, they (the Amen-
cans) may at last succeed in. forcing us 1o awake to the fact that besides
Eving in Ametica we live in the world. May not our Provincial Associntions
which have aleeady done such valuable work, go still further by turning the
mind of the rising gencration under their cace in this direction, and good
shall certainly result from it both to themselves and their students, and
hence to the country at large. One of the most noted writers of the day
bas made the assertions, ¢ There is no art among o shepherd people if it
remains at peace,” and ** There is no great art possible to a nation but that
which is based upon battle,” In this late nge, if this be true, wé would not
wish to purchase art, no matter how desirable she may be, at so greatn
price.  Upon close ination of these it will be seen that it
was not exactly war that produced art, but as war was essentially the an-

cient means through which one nation after another sought and succeeded
in ing its superiority over its neighhor, it therefore afforded the oppor-

entirely at one sort of work, and so p g the 50
ofien found in the more populous American cities. Hence it is not difficult
t0 find numbers of men who are exceedingly good on some branch of work,

tunity for the development of mind, character, and Individuality which
woyld otherwise have ined d and ynexpressed, as ip the case of




