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AMERICAN ARCHITECTURAL METHOOS PROM THE
STANDPOINT OF A CANADIAN.

By J. C. B. Honewoop.

OMINANT mslueices in architecture in
ail countries have, asa run, spread frocs
their largely populated and malithy
centres. and what la done In ehese 'May
be taken asan index of the ock of the
nation. Isn the United States is will 'h
found thit this Ile applies ce the cases
oM New York, Boston and Chicago. the

- former being. perhaps, a mea between
the two latter.

In no cuntry or city, hover, lu
work carried as under exactly the same

'pWe s emand I ventr o sa s houe lni United staes their ofc eChos
a e os varied sis the external character

of their buildings; and while il is wih-
out dispute chat there is work to be
found here as bad, ln fact worse, than in

any Ctber country, these remarks must be take t apply to the better clat
of offices and the bigher grade of mork.

Tle methods pursued ln these large cities are ln A very grent degree
(ahough nt wholly au)s systems which ha become necesary 5o miet the
demand cf such meltby And fast living commuties. No principals of a
ares having a large practice cn devoe such a proportionae amauni of
their time upon each building au co be done in smaller chies, where the
peactice of the architect is mach moue limited, whem more cime is natuamlly
given co the etion of cheir trsiucures, and veine the drawings an made
by dbe ordinary office staff. •

In iese extensive communities there are always to be found a consider.
able nCmber of migratory diaughtsmen seeking experience te add to their
store of knoledge ; and it is comparatively easy to employ. as cimes, a suf-
icieist number of these to assist in pushing to a hasty completion those e-

tensive buildings which requise sucs a large amouant of labor concentrated
upon them. (Il is veryassing whenseekng fora position to be frequently
asked b one's interrogator whether ha is a gom man or sa-a capable cie
-and should the applicant happen te posses some modesty ln regard to
speking of bis cpabilities-recognied b'us as a cmmendable lrait-he
must alays avoid making a remarkeh ici might ai all bciaenposed to
mean that he was ln some dgree doubtful of bis ability. Sbould h be o
unwisas to tus commit himself. he would receive no further ering.)
Out of thse profssional nomads the more experienced are' reoained to b-
come permaannt assistants to take charge of the ofice work of any building
under the occasional direction of the office supervisor.

In making the dramings ofa large city building the following lu some.
what of the general mode pursued:

After the architect bas decided upon the plan roughlp drawn t seule
(<prhaps upon paper ruled in squares an ei gt of an c each way) i is
gven to a compeoen ma-the one usual> veo will bave the work under
bis care should etbe building h erected-to lay il cut ta. say, an eighth
socle. While this is being prnceeded with the architect may be occupied in
working ous in a similar rough maner the elevaions which he had in bis
mind while blocking cu the plans, to band over to his assisteant as h did
the lotter; for in those lofty haidings, tie plans of the sermi flsceuabove
he triert level teing practically che sme. because th. points of rsppori

must necessarily be continuous from foundation se roaf. il is not thefare
ve often necessary ta wak oct both plan and elevation simultaneously.
To lid the thickness ofthe walls il is but neessa'ry coton the building
lave, as these dimensions.are there regulated by the height of the wall
While these dramings are in progresu the " pranical man or ' enginceer "
is called upoe to look into such matters as the sizes of colsmns, piens. gird
ers, And any special constructional problems which may need to blesoed
in crrying out the proposed scheme, n weil as to the position of boilts,
engines, and the many apparatus which have becsme the necery adiuseis
of such buildings. When these preliminary drawings are nearing comple.
tion, a pespectie of it is oten oslined, (perspectives are soetimes work.
ed oui upon an ordinary piece of paper and afierwars tinsferred to the
sheet selcied for cic lnisbed drawing) and if theu e st a draughsman
as Cha staff wbose chsefduty ls to cncsh thilass of draing, i ias ent out
to one of the many well known mes whose special lne is to do this sort of
work. Of lae the colored drawing is coming very much in vogue, n can
be noticed particularly in the exhibitions which are being consttly beld ;
the chief reasos evidently being tiat color is found to possess more points
of attraction to the eye of the client than the dramwing rendered in pen and
li. Should the erection of tie building be decided upon, a similar mode
cf opration Is sagain resourd le, and use weighis of oors, wails and piers,
are now carefali colculaeod ti obtin use dimenios cf the lasser, and to
malte a proper plan of the fosndations; girdes. beoas. and columns are
accaitely igured, and cery point of decail, both in ini and elevation Is
most ihoroughly worked out t large scales by the chief draughtsman, as-

esiredi by bis les expensced•assocates, while the former is always working
trsier the direction of bis chiefs.

In order te fciliate the compieon of a se of plans it luih generai
practie afier the principal lioor vu elevation has fris outlicned ou otout
paper, se ork the other rom ithese on tmsprent paper or tracing clotsh,
cil changes ami rough studies of the varies parts beng made upoc similar
material-a peactice welt verti adopting. When ail a çompleied, the
Junirs coce thes.in ink fer the various proces ofre ro cis. Severai
sots are obtained, ami afterards colored If the prine is black and white. I
have cever yet sen a ses of plans inked in and colored on paper for coin
tract drawings as cs our custIo.

In New York the large bonork frmn do a great dent of thoir ovn de-
teling for constucaiolu iromnwork fm gnemi scle drasings giren so
then by the architect. which deails cre submitted for approal or correction
to hlm before proceding to carry niu te work.

Il happens that under this ofice system young men sud kept almost cos.
tnuailly Rt sch work as their shuew overse perceives they have the moust
aptitude for, se shat tbey may b of the msout pecuniary advantage ta their
employer. flus one may be-kept alsoiether working on sketch plans or
peraps tracing the mrk of better men, or llguring up the weights of walls,
pens. coumns, ue,, co working out the strains in boums and russs ; others
may Se chiefly occepied in making drawinlgs for foundations after other
mec have made uhe plans of the flors above and the elevations have been
decided upon; white still oubera may be conisned to general detais. or may
work wholy ce inside finish. Se the wotk la divided for emi to cary bts
branch tp the highest point in the shortest posall cime through wmorIng
entirely at ose sort of wols, and se producing the architectural specalist so
ollen foune in the more populos Acericen ctis, Hens le lu ssot dificalt
to md numbers ofMen m ira exçeedingly good on sme brfnch of ek,

while on Cbers they are as dull asihe lires ear student of our Canadian
offices; their ability on the one hand being ln strange contmst to their
dullness on the cther. ln illustration of is I may say. thai i have met
dracghtsm.n quite expert on working cm the plans of tenecent or apart-
men bouses, and receiving a consideable remuneration for their services,
who seemed to knvw scarcely anything about maling a fail size drawig,
and who would be as much eut of tibr sphere in mahog che drawingu of a
buse ic au open loi as chey woAld be ai the large dtai. But the man Who
bas been mise enougb se show himIself eey cpi upon such branches of work
as e desires ta puesue to bis cm adcvantge, and bas thereby ln spite of
restrictions succecded in obaining a wide experience by his going to and
fro, lu one that lu always in dessand whes thre is any important work ln
progress. While the ordinary office education of young men lu therefore
of considerbly more limited scope than I think lu the case in Canada, yet
this is being obviated in some easutre by the excellent opportinities afford.
ed by the architectural schools. which give their pupils a genral all.round
training previous t their being brougt in contact cli the restrictions of
this sy m cf office cousine. I oce had , oa cf th. profeissors of thé fore-
mos Amen achitectural college say chat no beer training hn propos-tlion and refinement can be bo for the eye,.in addition t the study of the
lorders" than a good drilling in drawinig fms the cas ; and chs lu becos -

Ing more thon ever a prominent part of the course of Instruction which a
pupIl receives at these places. A goor education wlit not accomplish much
if there is not a great deal in a young man, yet when there lu, tuition will
bring it to its greatest possibilities, and the result of this is sien today quite
plainly by the work a fthe best trained mis exenring a very e influence
alloiver te country upon thework of thelk les fortunt conières.

One decided aduanage which corues to a draughtsman ln these large
offices Is he frequent occurrence of detail damwing of god and elaboraie
work, and I cannot bep but think Chat if me Canadians spent more lime in
training ourselves-in oriamental work in aider to have Il, as It were, more
as mr finger ends, nmtwithscanding the somewhat limied expenditure of
our clients, me eula find it easier ta occasionaliy intrnduce it in our work
than when we neglect our education in tibis respect, and consequently too
often poa the matter cer by cochiding that il is aliogether because me
have not the roney to spend upon it. et let us aev reember thlt as
the enrichment of a piece of d¢tail work brings It more prominently befor
us tihan ifleft plain. there la therefore the greter need of the whole ork
being good.

These remarks are not intended to imply haits pince o workwell atudied
e miceion t voids snl surfaces does no -ery iten look infinitely bects.
than mancy a highly ornamented building oi se studied. As a matter of
fact iere s red brick printing hse ou lafayette pisce, New York, which
cerainly belongs to the formner clan. and everythng bas been so thorough.
]y studied and mode appropriate to in petse that it bas become tc ihe
writeu oui albi mou insbr ue boildigs h bas eeu see.

i was grea>y surprised to nd such an amoant of tivalry existing here be.
twn professional men. The principle upon which business lu apparently
carried onis the "sponge" principle-absorb ail you are able and rfralin
[mm giving te otheru ail you possibly rcn-in the race to climb shove your
fellow and score a point Ahed of him. It la this spirit which no doubt led
them while formerly restricted as home, te ransack every co.untr for ideas
and sagecsions to modernise and produce from thom somethicg lityond
the attainments of their professional competitors, Even their cwn jornas,
which Canadians prise so much-too much I think a the epense of others
-are scarcely ever looked ai for suggestions when a problems lu under con-
sideration: in fact no instance of this ha lever cosme under my notice in the
better clas of offices, Tbe idea seems obe to get che home produciions to
know, what you will have to avoid and surpass, wbile on the ober baud
illustrated books, and elaborate plates of European buildings frocs practi-
caRly the time of the ancient Gracea are eagerly purchased ci the rush for
old ies toe a transformed and made new.

In reference to ibis matter of foreign illustrations. i have tees one of
those exceedingly simple. and ai the came cime. exquisitely tasty Freneh
domestic buildings of the twelfth or thirteinth century-which would unfor-
tunately be put aside by somne us as too unsuited for modern work-serve
as eyoie for the design of a block of modern bouses which would be A
credit to any city in the world. ln this respect it would be well that ce
me moue like the Americans, in that instrad ( ow sofcen repuoducing the
works of others, we more often adopied the modes of procedure which have
enabled them to produce such excellent resuls.

When we consideru the architecture of the to councries and lina thas th
difference between thes u se vey sliht, we will be forced to admit that in
some respects we are very foruna, in others quite the reverse The
former, because it lu good for a people to enjoy the bencfits which have cometo its neighbar through choir enterprise and Industry, the latter on account of
the ausral Inclination of the les self-reliant one of more lIlied menss
to rest too much upon th. attaiments ofthe larger and more progressive.
raher than to seek frm theis suggestions to fcllitatetheirown self.develop.
ment. i am persuaded that thiais a failing of ours, though there may be
considerable muse for is, for being comparatienly limited in our weah
and a the samse aime contiguous ao one of the richest countries in the
world; and being wthin easy reach of their principal chira, we have acces.
to'med ourselves, til Il as becose a habit diflicult to break, to go no
further than these in our researches for mterial to awaken ne. archkectur.
al thoughts and lnspirations wihin us when a worid lies belore us. Thg
Amrocun mas never shilarly skusted. and cot being able to ok for sui-
gestins so his imediate nelbbors. he mns forced to go abrSod in seach
of thes Not being entrammelled with the prejudices and jealousies which
European contries are necoesarily heir so, he mas coaparatively froc te
seek froms ail of them theo hints and ide, which boceo t him an ince-
sive to produce through thoir aId somechine dstinctively his own; and it
lu chiefiy to this fortunate position in which ihe lot of the American people
hou been cs. that I attribuae their success. rather than to any Inherent
supericrity over choir northern neighbor or the foresost nations of Europe.
Should wime still persist ln not being wise enough lo folow their example in
respect of gatIering informaoion from a countrics, mu fond hope lu. chat
by snmive mens, If not tbrough a rigid coSmmerci policy, they (Ilhe Ameri-
mcn) mac ot last succeed ln. forcing s co aake e the fact that besides

lIving in America me liein the worild. May not eu Provacial Associatcons
wehh hve already done socih valueble work, go still farther by turning the
mind of the rising gencnation under their care in this direction, and goosd
shal certainly resu from Il both to themselves and their students. and
hecce to the country at large. One of the mous noted mriters of the. day
bas made the assections, " There is no art among A shepherd people if il
remains a puce"* and " Thero ls no great art possible t a nation but that
which is basted upon battle," In chis laite age, if ibis be true, mn would noi
wish to purchase art, no master he desirable se may b., ai su grent A
price. Upon close examination of these saterments il will be seen chas i
was not exactly war that produced art, but as mr mas essentially the an-
dent means through which on. nation aftersnter soucht ami sAcceded
i asuering its superiority cver is nighor, i therefore afforded the oppor-
sunisy for che development of mind, character, and Individualily which
"Ild otheraise iAve relcincl doniaent aqd qqexpressed, es IR the coue of
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