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alterations, but this should be entirely at his own discretion. Again, it
would be ridiculous to suppose that the examination of a building inspector
at stated times of & struciure; to,'sce that vital points were auended to,
could take the place of the reglllx\t and watch(ul supervision of the profes-
sional architect, 1 would not te'i in favor of seeking any legislation i in order
to compel people to employ architects whether they desire it or not, but 1
think with suitable and rigid inspection thase building would perceive that
it was 1o their own interest 1o have the services of a competent architect,

There i6 one more consideration which might possibly become a subject
for legislation, bak it is a very difficolt matter 10 deal with. 1 refer 1o
bu-ldmg rcgul:ulons from an festhetic point of view, Of course it would be
p over plans, and reject those which where
consuderc(l ugly. Only nulocntic power, joined to absolute good taste
couldl do this.  Still when a corporation at the public expense proceeds to
beautify a city with parks and squares these improve the property in theic
immediate vicinity, and the public has a right to exact from the owners thus
benefitied, that they shall not mar whal hias been done,  1f canons of good
taste cannot be made law, at least it is possible to prevent mean buildings
from being erected in such localities. It seems to me that the city should
have power to regulate the minimum, or even in places where it would be
desirable, the: uniform height of buildings in parts specially favored, even if
the favors consisted only of a better class of paving and- sidewalks than
were possessed by the city at large,

,As (0 erections permitted in public property, such as our own Mount
Royal Park, the plans should certainly be submitted 10 a competent
commission to decide not only if they possessed merit of themsclves, butalso
if they were in hurmony with the scene, so that man might not mar the
beauty which God created.
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DESIGNS FOR WORLD’S FAIR MONUMENT,
QUEBEC, Jan. sth, 1892.
Editor CANADIAN ARCIITECT AXD BuiLber.

DEAR Sir,—Through being of French descent, I might be
supposed to incline to the compliment of having the Effiel tower
repeated at Chicago, and as having myself been one of the
convpeting architects for the proposed London tower, I may be

pposed (0 have so!
fully agree with the editors of the Screntific American, and have
no doubt the general consensus of opinion will bear them out in
deploring the fact that any imitation of the Effiel tower is con-
templated at the Columbian exhibition. The proposed struclure,
an engraving of which appears in their last issue, is, or will be
looked upon, as they aptly foresee, as a servile and awkward
imitation of its prototype, while without any of the clegance of
the later. It is, however, satisfactory to know, if they are
cevtain they are rightly informed, that the structure is not to be
fostered by the promoters of the exhibition, but to be merely a
side show for penny purposes.

If the tower must be built, let us by all means have some
alteration in its outline which will give it an air of originality, be
it a cone or a pyramid, or the freestuns of an elongated cone, or
better still, a series of superposed cylinders, decreasing in diam-
eter, and thus leaving at each successive offset the breadth of a
gallery with railing of sufficient height for security, and a floor
at, say, every 100 feét, supposing this to be the height of section,
with stairways and clevators around a central nucleus to reach
the top—something, in a word, afler the design submitted by me
for .the London tower. (See design No. 5 of the illustrated cata-
logue of the sisty eight competitive designs for the great tower
for London, edited by F. C. Lynde, M. I.C.E., $t. Stephens
Chambers, Westminster, London, 1890). But best of all, why
not carry out that grand, that novel, that almost sublime con-
ception illustrated last year in (he same journal, of a sphere
surmounted by a fac-simile of the vessel in which Columbus
sailed on his voyage of discovery. Then would the Coltnbian
exhibition be truly unique and grandiose, and unlike anything
the world has seen before.  And with what simplicity of con-
struction could not this be carried out, where all the parts can
be made to onc and the same model, if a perfect square, which it
may be for simplicity and rapidity of construction, as the cxtra
time and trouble of making the globe spheroidal, would hardly be
warranted under the cir es : the fl ing at the pales

being ‘only one 300th (34 ft. in 1,000), an inequality between the

polar and equatorial diameters which no buman eve, however
well tutored, conld detect. And this again a form, the construc-
tion of which is so facile where the Divine architect comes to our
aid in the suggestion afiorded by the component ungule or
sections of an orange.

An erect globie,” while not uncomplimentary to visitors from
the hern | , the eq -and the tropics, as less
impartial to the ideas of middle-lati(udin:nrians, would no doubt

hat maturely considered the subject. 1.

have some popular advantages, as, in such case, the polar axis

- pointing-to the zenith, would allow of all visitors seeing their

respective meridians and the hour circles in 2 plane vertical
or perpendicular to the horizon, as when, from any point on the
carth’s surface, looking towards the poles of the heavens ; and
this arrangement would, moreover, afford tlhie dpportunity of
having the horizontal outer gallerics to concord with the parallels
of latitude, and, therefore, also with the arclic and ant-arctic
circles, the equator, the tropics and the zones. These galleries |
could be easily reached from the interior by radiating footways
from the aerial line, around the solid or well-like nucleus of
which a double spiral stairway might extend from ground level
ta the top, the one ascending, the other downwards to avoid
confusion, or by two or more hoists_or clevators stopping on their
way up and down at the several 10 degrees parallels of latitudes
(874 fi. apart as measured on a meridian), or both stairs and
hoists might be used at pleasure. Nevertheless, the bulk of
mankind beiny in the northern hemisphere, and all, or nearlyall,
in or near middle latitude or about half way between the equator
and the pole, and as the erect globe would ecither place Columbus
and his crew and craft, to cvown the wholg, in the Arctic Sea, if
such there be, or lower and tilt his vessel to the latitude of the
Atlantic, which would look awvkward and unmonumental ; it may
therefore on the whole be considered best, and so that Columbus
may be the crowning figure at the summil, to tlt the axis of the
tiny world to true parallelism with the axis of the carth, thus
pointing to the opposite poles of the heavens. With this
arrangement, the stairs and elevators having to be vertical, as
in the former case, would come out at top under the hulk of the
vessel, and the outer galleries, if any, would, as they must
naturally be horizontal, cut the parallels of latitude and other
circles at an angle or inclination to the horizon equal to the lati-
tude or elevation of the pole. And should this scheme on the
scale proposed—a globe of a diamete - of 1,000 ft.,—be considered
too gigantic, too costly in view of tle advantages to be denved,
let the diameter be reduced to 500 fi,, and even at this figure
would the proposed sphere have a cubical capacity of some 66
millions’of feet, that is, greater by about 6,000,000 than that of
the greatest of the far famedl pyramids of Eyypt. This decrease
in the total height of the structure, from 1,235 to say 617 ft.,
would still leave it the greatest monument of the earth, bring its
features of land and sea within easier distance of the eye and
more at command of the search lights from the surrounding 250
ft. towers or observatories. ‘The interior, | suppose, would be
done in imitation of the starry firmament, with incandescent
lights of varied candle power to give an idea of the varied
brilliancy of the stars or planets.
Yours truly,
CHAS. BAILLAIRGE,
Architect and Engineer.

PUBLICATIONS.

The announcement that Mr. Howells will leave Hurper's Magasine, (o
take editorial charge of the Cosmapolitan, on March 1st, ealls attention to
the process of b\nldmg up the siaff of a great magazine. Mr, Howells,
who is i i Ny as the fe A of letters, upon the
expiration of his contract with Harper Brothers, on the first of March will
take in hand the destinics of a which ises (o exercise a share
of influence with the reading classes of the United States.  His entire ser.
vices will be given to the Cosmopolitan, and evcrylhmg lu. writes will appear
in that magazine during the i of his edi T

Messrs, Merchant & Co., of Philadelphia, have published a book entitled
** What Visitors will he shown at the Worlds Fmr by Merchnm & Co.'s
Brownies.” In a series of g funny T
atives of cvery clime are portrayed ns coming to the Worlds Fair,
where they view with amazement and much delight. Merchants & Co.'s
varions exhibits, consisting of roofing plites, star ventilators, sheet copper,
seamless tubing, cleetrical supplies, spiral rivetted pipe, solders and type
metals, anti friction metals, etc, After obscrving their various uscful
applications, and witnessing the prize of merit being bestowed upon them,
the visitors depart for home bearing with them as souvenirs samples of
the materinls mentioned, and also no doubl un npprccinlivc oplmon of ihe

ability of a firm which Js in g joy and
business profit in so happy a manner.
. ————y

‘The Barnum Wire & lron Co., of Toronto junciion, bave found it
necessary to make an assigoment for the beneft of their creditors,
The liabilities are estimated at $50,000, and the asscts at about half thay
amount. A difficulty with the town anthorities concerning a bonus which
was promised the company but which for some cause, was never paid to
them, has had much (o do with the present udfortunate result,



