May 3, 1913.
APRIL FIRE LOSS

Shows Small Increase — Fatalities are Less — Causes
Show Carelessness is Big Factor in Waste

The Monetary Times’ estimate of Canada’s fire loss dur-
ing April amounted to $1,470,622, compared woth March loss
of $1,710,756 and $1,355,055 for the corresponding period of

last year. The following is the estimate for April losses :—
Fires exceeding $10,000 ............... $1,035,400
LT R IR O S S SR 243,401
Estimates for unreported fires .......... 191,821
$1,470,622

The following are the monthly totals of the losses by
fire during 1910, 1911, 1912, and 1913:—

1910. IQII. 1912, 1913.
January . . . $ 1,275,240 § 2,250,550 § 3,002,650 $ 3,013,385
February 750,625 941,045 1,040,153 2,037,386
March. . 1,076,253 852,380 2,201,414 ' 1,710,756
e 1,717,237 1,317,000 1,355,055 1,470,622
. 25735,530 2,504,500 2,253,818 o ase
June 2 1,500,000 IX55150 “ 220 41F ainTody
July 6,386,674 5,384,300 1,741,371  ........
August . . 1,667,270 020,000 < 15164,700 ' iiiiGivee .
September . 804,125 1,123,550 883,040 15 udiadat
October 2,105,781 580/980.. - 1,416,218~ 1 b: inswdis
November . 1,043,708 [ 1;500,500: 1,184,010+ i s
December . 1,444,860 2,866,050 1,760,005  ........

$23,503,315 $21,459,575 $22,900,712 § 0,132,149

Many Big Fires.

The fires at which loss was estimated at $10,000 and over,
were as follows :—

Canning, N.S. ...... Baobory) 1@ ihis s de, Sy $ 15,000
Halifax, N.S. ........ Wood working plant 50,000
Ridgeway, Ont. ...... Business block .......... 35,000
Lake Megantic, Que. . Furniture factory ........ 50,000
Maitland, N.S. ...... Stor'es T R S 10,000
Langdon, Alta. ....... B}xsmess secton i Lty 60,000
Toronto, Ont. ....... Wholesale grocery ...... 15,000
Maitland, N.S. ....... Three:buildings: "~ & . .o 10,000
Niagara Falls, Ont. . Ixon workBevous i fiams 12,000
Grayson, Sask. ...... Milling plant.  ....c... ... 10,000
" Nelson, B.C. ......... Plamngirmaill i & o0 o v 12,000
S§t. Thomas, Ont, Liomberaorlls o iicenbe s 20,000
Michel, B.C. ........ OOTE B Se Rk o o 100,000
Medicine Hat, Alta. Hardware store ......... 15,000
Calgary, Alta. ....... Business block ......... 04,400
Brockville, Ont. ..... Rink and houses ........ 50,000
St. John, N.B. ...... Business block  ......... 50,000
Hanlan’s Point, Toronto Summer cottages ......... 32,000
Vancouver, B.C. ...... Dwellings o b 20,000
Viceroy, Sask. ....... Business ‘section ' ., ..... 25,000
Beaver, Man. .. ..... Store§ ' mitili: v wd S T 35,000
Weston, Man. -l qullmgs i 15,000
Gretna, Man. ........ Business section ........ 300,000

Ccauses are Worth Studying.
The structures damaged and destroyed were :—Residences
parns 32, stores 22, factogles -5 % sh_eds 12, business blocks
IZ: hotels 6, garages 4, business sections 3, lumber mills 3,
15 2, depots 2, restaurants 2,sev<_eral“b.c~athouses : and.one each
of the following : warehouses, grist mill, stockyards, icehouse,
storehouse, roundhouse, rink, tannery, carbarns, college,
{aundry, church and transforming station.

There were destroyed 74 horses, 61 cows, 8 calves, 51
tons of hay, 16 automobiles, 12 hogs, 8 stacks of green feed, 7
sets of harness, 2 sticks timothy, 2 bridges, 1 street car, 1
steamer, 1 SCavenger wagon; a great number of farm imple-
ments, and 3,200 bushels of grain.

Of the presumed causes o were attributed to defective
chimneys, 9 matches (mostly children playing with), 6
. L htning, 6 defective and overheated stoves, 6 incendiary, g
oy spontaneous combustion, 4 sparks, 4 ov_erheated stove pipe, 3
scal defects, 3 cigarettes, 2 defectws: flues, 2 _hot ashes,
1 each defective stovepipe, lamp explosion, gasoline, over-
~ heated motor, oil heater, fumigating with sulphur, burning
rubbish, heating pipes, boiling tar, broken gas pipe, gas ex-
plosion, and moving picture firm in contact with light,

M" r Deaths.
" During April eleven lost their lives through fire.
, ., following are the monthly totals compared with 1900,
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THE MONETARY TIMES 8o1
190Q. 1910, 1911, 1912, 1QI3.
JARWALY e st 16 27 27 27 14
Pebruary : % ceoibith 8 15 12 11 21
b T R ok T R 0 A 16 20 18 24 22
T st e e R SR 18 37 20 15 11
BN - s o B s 21 15 28 18
PR e e Sege 16 52 13 6
Ny L o e S 4 15 110 9
BORUBY o S o s 17 11 22 16
September: . ...h oo seis 10 10 13 6
OEtober . o 0 e 26 16 17 21
NOVEIDEL-: 5 oiv s> v 34 19 20 22 i
5T i SRt 33 19 17 28 >4
otale ot . 219 256 317 203 68
The fires at which fatalities occurred were:—
Maetoriay PG s Tl Burning building ....... ..., 1
aydney;, NS, v i Burning building (il lices 1
Brockville, Ont. ..... Set clothing on fire ........... 1
Woodstock, Ont. ..... Set clothing on fire ........... I
Winside, Sask. ...... Set clothing on fire ........... 1
Adanac, Sask. .ii.e Burning building ........000. 2
Dyagden, Ont: weiswes Set clothing on fire ........... 1
T AIte: ol Jiia Sat clothing on fire i icivvavs 1
Kanuston, N8 i Povidan Set clothing on fire ........... 1
Weston, Man. ........ Burning building  ............ 1
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PROVINCIAL FIRE LOSSES

The fire waste in each province for first four months of
this year has been estimated as follows :—

TR e e S NI, e b b $2,476,703
e R e SRR SRR S T 2,186,847
L R A S e e I e T e G T 1 1,284,677
i R R T R S s S Al A S 840,870
ST T T S R S N 673,480
e T R R S A A S S e 612,004
Bratish Colombia’ - 100 iesiaes o 435,801
BNOW - BEBAWICIS: ., oo e e e 248,606
Prince Baward Island: v, oy i vt vine 373,062

$0,132,149
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CANADIAN BANKINC

A noteworthy feature is the way in which banks in Can-
ada have expanded in all directions in an almost unprece-
dented manmer during the last few years. Owing to the
rapid development of the country, and the large capital in-
vestments w};ich have been made there, a splendid oppor-
tunity was given for banking enterprise, and this has been
very fully availed of, as can be seen by the returns published.
The number of new branches which have been established
in all directions is certainly remarkable, and probably many
of these new banks very quickly justified themselves. It is
mot altogether surprising, comments the London Financial
News, however, to hear from some influential quarters that
many parts of the Dominion are being more than adequately
catered for in this respect, and possibly no harm will be
done should the pace be slackened for a time. Anyway, the
fact remains that some of the Canadian institutions are not
quite so active in creating new links as they were a year or
two ago. It is, naturally, very desirable, before branching
out, that banks should thoroughly satisfy themselves of the
need of additional banking facilities in the locality it is pro-
posed to favor; otherwise unhealthy competition is estab-
lished, often leading to the undertaking of undesirable busi-
ness. There must be a time in the history of all countries
when a pause is desirable in the expansion policy. Undoubt-
edly many openings exist, and will continue to present
themselves, more particularly in a great, growing country
such as Canada; but it is very necessary for any undue mul-
tiplication of branches to be prevented. It may ve recollect-
ed that in England itself many complaints were heard re-
specting the severity of banking competition some ten years
ago, .When'new branches were being opened at a great rate,
especially in the London suburban districts. A much more

)crae;ifsm policy has been put into operation in the last few

: .One million four hundred thousand dollars was expended
In 1improvement and betterment work upon permanent trunk
roat_ls and feeders and steel and wooden bridges in Alberta
during 1912 by the provincial department of public works,
headed by the Hon. Chas. R. Mitchell. who also announced at
the provincial parliament that the progress for 1913 will be
sufficiently extensive to meet the needs of settlers in tha nawly
opened agricultural districts and others making use of the
public highways.
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