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THE SITUATION.

In biis speech in favor of retaliation in kind agifhst
the United States, Iermany and other counitrc>, whose
tarifs, aLre sc high as to restrict our exports, to theni
far bulow the imports fromn them, Mr., Charltont spoke
miainily froma a protectionist point oî view. At the saine
time hie succeeded in gIving protection a new and
worthier meaning than àt generally ixuplies. His point
of view is that Canada's expoe-t trade is greatly de-
creased by the high tariff of the United States; and
that this is a national ini-ry against which we should
be justified in protecting ourselves. The speaker who
followed himn took the ground that our large purchases
fromi the United States are prompted by oui- îtter-
ests. In a sense this is true; but we are still entitled to,
coniplain of the unfairness of the Amierican tariff. As
we read Mmr. CharIton, hie would be satisfied if we got
reciprocity in maw produce. This supposed memedy
would, wve fear, prove to be a delusion in practice. Raw
produce, with some few exceptions, the Amemicans do
not want, having a greit superabundance of their own.
The chief exception îs tîmber; and in this thev get no
advantage over us. If .coals were sent to, Newcastle,
they wol have to be sent away again. If wheat were
senlt froni Canada to the United States, free of duty, it
woiidd not find a consumer's mnarket there; but would
IhaNe to be exportedl to somne other country. The saine
is true of aIl other articles of raw produce which the
Republic produces in excess of its own wants. It is truc
that, under the old Reciprocity treaty, Canada bene-
fited greatly; but then the whole energies of the Re-
public were being expended in civil war. 'Me change I
,j circui mstances alters the case fundamentally. Reci-
pmocity in maw produce would now probably be more to
the advantage of the United States than ôf Canada, as
it wcrnld be a great lever in enabling her to tiandie a
large part of the sulrplus raw producê of Canada, and
thus to secure to herseif so muich more of the carrying
trade of Canada than now falis to her share. Tt lis to

be borne n iiind that half of Canada's imnports from the
United States, bcsides coal, are raw materials for our
manufactures, e.g., hide,,, rubber, wool, cotton, tobacco,
corn, lumber. Mr-. Charltoun's plan îs simple eniough:
to enact in Canada the Xmerican tariff, and make cor-
responding rebates to caeh coi'nitrv that admnîts our
goods at lower rates, &-,rma-iy, France, IIolland and
Spain would ail feel cnir reciprocal retaliation. Mr.
Charlton ',as shown ns the weapons of self defence
which are within our reach: but that it wouild be wise for
us to use them, in their full force, hie wvill havc to supply
many more arguments before lie ran hope to produce
general conviction. At the saine tiaie, lie deserves our
chanles for pointing ont so forcibly the inequality of the
conditions on which we are dealing with nianv other
countries. Things cannot go on forever on their pres-
ent footing.

The Toronto citv comncil after Iosing sunle tinie
ontequestion of procediire in the inatter of makinga

popothe t puriclase the gas work, lias at length

And while it has been occopied with a question of pro-
cedure there contes f ront Ber-lin, Germany, the an-
nouincemient that Dr. Carl Lietz, a chemist, bas discov-
ered a way of making water combustible, like oul. If
this, invention be ail that îs claimed for it, the effect may
be, and almost certainlv wiil be, a revolution in illumina-
tion, and perhaps in hleating also. The eftect on the
manufacture of gas mlay he verv ret Sonie water is
burnt now, in the making of gas, ai-d it is no new dis-
covery that the whole of it can be burtut; b'it the humn-
ing it by' mix.,ture with something else is entirely new.
No one can at present tell on what termis the patent
can be got. 'Tt is probable that ail large cities will in
the end make their ownr illumination; thoughi some of
them, in Europe, contrive to do well on the contract
systern. Paris, for exmlin this way, gets that por-
tion of its gas required for public uses, at the smallest
fraction over cost prîce; the gas company pays the citv
200,000 francs a year for the right to lay its pipes under
the sîde-walks, within ten years the gas company paid
the City 200,000,000 francs or $4o,ooo,ooo. This is done
under contract; the money is regularly paid, there are no
disputes. And yet, the belief gains ground that the day
will cornte when the city of Paris will make its own gas.
11ow is it that we. in Toronto, cannot get on with the gas
com)npany, and that the stipulations of its charter are
constant subjects of dispute ? In Stuttgart the sale of
gas is a municipal monopoly, and the example is followed
in other places. In the United States municipal gov-
emnment is at a Iow ebb; everybody instead of trying to
improve and perfect it thitiks only of the plunder hie can
get out of it. In Toronto, under prescrnt conditions,
'he municipal g-as movemnent is neither so scientific nor
economic as we should like to se it.

The prohibitionists who assembled in the Toronto
pavilion. on Tuesday, passed resolutions which directly
conflict with, the advice of other prohibitioists on
which the Government appears to have aced in drafting
the provision of the Referendum measure. The con-
ditions of the refe-rendum were fiercely assaîled at thi-
meeting. TMe time for voting was wrong; the refer-


