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wasted, but who believes that they are
not when they remember such men as

Stairs, 2fackay and all the other fine
young fellows who graduated from the col-
lege and are now winning names for them-
relves in the Imperial Army ?  The mem-
bers of the Government are appavently the
only people who are sceptical, and yet in
Parrliament they regularly make a pre-
tence of justifying the maintenance of
the college They are not so seeptical
though. ax they are too anxious to turn
these appointments to the best possible
political use. This is the explanation

of these appointments. If it isn’t what

is ?

The correspondence now  going on in
these columns regarding the troubles of
rural corps,shows pretty clearly that the
officers of the corps in question are Jully
alive to the fact that a radical change is
necessary if the rural battalions are to
be placed on & sound footing.,  Some few
are in an cefficient state, it is true, but
they comprise a very small proportion of
the whole.  Some country officers think
that an increase of pay would effect the
desired improvement by inducing a bet-
of men

ter class to enlist, and ncarly

everybody admits that it is a perieet
farce to continue the present system of
holding camps of instruction, without the
term of drill is increased to at least
twenty days. Under the present system
the public money ix simply frittered away
and it should not continue another drill
sengson.  The problem the country has to
face is this: Is it best to increase the
annual expenditure to keep up the active
militia to its present strength in a state
oi efficiency, to disband half the existing
corps and use the money hitherto used on
them in putting those remaining in a fair-
ly cificient state, or to continue as o't pre-
sent, spending a certain amount of money
on a large pumber of paper battalions
and getting nothing or very little in re-

turn.
* [ ) [ ] -

What about those long service decora-

tions? Don’t all speak al oner please,

It isx not very likely that we shall hear
anything further about the new rifles un-
til the Government is brought under the
suction of the opposition foree pump in

Parliament. This delay in receiving the

first consignment is ominous. It is to
be hoped that there is to be mno
further delay in re-arming  the  ju-

fantry, and moreover devoutly to be
wished that the new weapon will not be
insned in driblets, as is threatencd. By
the bye has the ammunition for the Mar-

tini-Metford been decided npon yet?

News of the Service,
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The Queen’s Own turned out 563 strong
Oct. 5th for the usual weekly drill and
march through the streets. The regi-
mental orders contained a mnotice of the
promotion of Corp. William Cowan to the
rauk of sergeant in the place of Sgt.
Higginbotham, who has left the regiment
and & note of the appointment of Color
Sgt. Vicars to the position of sergeant
master took.

October 4th a xpecinl merting of C Com-
pany, Royal Grenadiers, was held in their
armory at the drill shed. Some time ago
the company decided to distribute the xum
of $25 to the members who made the
best scores in the regimental match held
on Saturday, 1st. This was argumented
by a donation from Capt. Caston, and
the meeting  the other 1{ight was called
for the purpose of dividiug the moncy in
& proper manmner among the succossful
shots.  This was done ay follows: Sergt.
Quinney 835, Corp. Hornshaw $4, Corp.
Bell $3, Col. Sgt. Sparling, Pte. Parkerd,
Pte. Lagicr, and Pte. Grien $2 each, Ptes.
Beatty, Dangerficld, Botsford, Lewis, Hus-
sy, Young, Sgt. Russel and Corp. Leith
$1 cach. A gold regimental pin, valu-d
at $6. and presented by Lt. Chadwick for
the best score at 400 yards, was won by
Sirt. Quinney. Three medals given for
those who made the highest total score
for the whole season went to Corp. Bell,
Pte, A. Young and Pte. T. Legier. € Com-
pany also claim to have had the highest
avernge attendance at the butts for the
season just elosed.

The 48th Highlanders paraded on the
night of October Tth at old Upper Canada
College, with Major Cosby in command.
Owing to the unfavorable weather there
was no march out, but the companies were
dismissed to their several parades for com-
pany drill.  The vegiment iz getting into
good shape for inepection. The pnrada
state was over 850.

The Royal Grepadiers paraded at the
drili shed, October Gth, 473 strong, with
Major Mason in command. The regiment
maiched out by way of Jarvis avd Ad-
vlaide strects to Old Upper Canada Col-
legre  grounds. where company drill was
vngaged in for o couple of hours. Among
the omlers are the following: To he
sergeant, Lee. Sgt. J. MeDonald, H Com-
pany : Lee. Speet. B, Oke, | Company; to
I lapce rergenuts. Corp. J. Elmer, H Com-
pany, and Corp. J. E. Farrie, | Company:
to  be ecorporal, Lee. Corp. L. Keele, 1T
Company ; to be Inpee corporals, Ptes. E.
Taylor and M. Lambert, H Company,and

M. B. Howard, 1 Company. During the

abseuce cn leave of Captain Gibson Lt.
Stimson will take charge of D Company.
At a mecting of the officers held after
the parade, it was decided to hold three
assemblies during the coming winter.
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Capt. Chas. A. Hunter, of the 48th High-
landers, is Iying seriously ill at his resi-
deace, No. 15 Classic nvenue. Drs, Strange
and Dame arve in attendance, and it is
hoped they may pull him through, al-
though for some time his recovery was
considered  very doubtful.~Th: Bmpire,

October Gth.
L 3 » * *

v The aunnual rifle mateh of the 12th
Batt., York Raagers, ‘took place at the
rifle ranges, October Gth. The day was
very favorable for good shooting, and
some good keores were made. 1t was dull
in the forenoon, but clear in the after-
noon, there being a right wind of me-
dium streagth. It will be noticed that
Staff Sgt. Ronan was first in the three
principal matches, and his splendid shoot-
ing yesterday shows he is a shot of whom
any regiment might well be proud. Al-
though not one of the six members of the
12th Batt. who are on next year’s Bisley
team. he suececded in beating them all, a
record which speaks  for itself. He is
kuown in the regiment as the most en-
thusiastic shot in the battalion, and when
he stepped forward to receive his prizes
he was heartily cheered.

The prizes were presented to the win-
wers &t night in Temperance hall. There
was & good attemdance of officers, non-
commissioped officers and men of the re-
giment. . Lt. Col. Wayling was in the
chair, and previous to handing the prizes
over to the winners made & short spoeech,
iu which he cougratuluted the regiment
on the grand record they hud made at
the late D. R. A watehes.  The following
arv the scores :

No. 1. The Nwmsery match.  Ranges 200
and 400 yards, 7 rounds at cach range.—

Scoure.

Pte. Shaw, No. 6 Co - - - - - 5%
L¢. Nicol, No. 2 Co - - - - - 4y
Pte. Long, No. 6 Co - - - - - 44
Capt. Hillury, No. 2Co - - - - 43
Pte, Simmons, No 6Co - - - - 42
Col. Sgt. MceBriem, No. 6 Co - - - 4l
Pte. McCready, No. 1Co - - - - 40
Capt. Verral, No. 8 Co. - - - - a8
Pte. Bloomer, Nuo. 1 Co. - - - - 3§
Sergt. Mclonough. No. 4 (0. - - - U8
Licut. Marsh, No. 5 Co. - - - - 37
Capt. Leslie, No. 3 Co. - - - - 37
Sergt. Dean, No. 1 Co. - - - - 36
Pte. Warren, No. 1Co. - - - . 32
Sergt. Fawcett, No. 6 Co. - - - 32
Pte. Broadman, No. 2 Cuv. - - - 32
Pte. Brooks, No. 1 Co. - - - - 31
Corp. Moody, No.1 Co. - - - - 29
Pte. Orr, No. 83 Co. - - - - - 7271
Pte. Curtis, No. 2 Co. - - - - 723
No. 2. The Battalion match.—Ranges,

200, 400. and 500 yards; 7 rounds at

cach raunge.

Score.
Stafi-Sergt. Ronan, No. 1 Co. - - 92
Pte. Bayles, No. 6 Co. - - - - 90
Sergt. Thompson, No. 1 Co. - - - 89
Sergt. Mowat, No. 1 Co. - - - 'R0
Staff-Sergt. Davidson, No. 6 (‘. - 88
Lieut. Elliott, No. 6 Co. - - - 86
Stf.-8yt. Simpson, No. 1 ('o. - - 86
Stf.-Sgt. Bell, No. 1 Co. - - - - 84
Licut.-Col. Wayling, staff - - - 8]
Corp. Hamon, No. 6 Co. - - - 81
Lient. Mitchell. No. 1 (o, - . - 80

Sergt. Taylos, No. 6 0. - - - - 79



