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south as the New England coast. Nutttali, in
1834, records the birds as thein breeding il
great numbers. " As a diver ht- is iN valed,"
he savs, " hiaving almot tht velocitv of birds
of the air. They breed in the Farue Ishntid
and in JIeland. Greenland and Newfoindland
nesting among the clitis, laving but une egg
each. They are so iprolific that if the egg he
âestroy îed nu other is laid luring the season.
It is soeI'tiines known te lay at St. Kilda antd
in Papa Wastra." 'Tlie last seen alive were at
the Fnitnks, a smal island in tihe coat e Ne-
foundlandt. Ini IS44, the last kniowt to be
alive on tite eaterii conltinent vere seenl at
Iceland. In 1870 a dead, frozein speciei
was toutd ai Labrador, wich thoiugi iii potor
condition, was solt in Lonidot tit $200. l'le'
only speci iniens iu tii s coun ttrv are at Centrai
Park, Vassar College, Philadliiphia Acolemy
of Sciences, Caibridge niersit, ani tii.
National Misetii. The sine egg thte tlie
great auk veriy deposited was eviently not
enougli to iisire its preservatin alit year
after year it becomlîe less abndat, perhapî
killed v tlie Iodiais along our coast. Fial.
the last onle was destroved, and in 200 years
iniore ils existence wiil be a leged and tle
steel engravingg oft the present specimens the
only r'emlin iiders of tle glant of tIhe ok

Of the Labrador duck (On/ploltums) stili
less is knîtownt. In torier vears 't was ti conilluo
on the nortit-eastern coast of Nortt A îîte'rica
and as tar south as New .ersey. lit jor manv
years riot a specimlen lias beent seen tir fotnld,
and the presimption is that thtey have met tIhe
fate of the great auk.

Among the Maoris, ntatives of New Zealanii.
there are traditions that many years ago tlere
lived in their cointrv a raee ot gigatitc birds
- the noa - that served as tood for t heir
remote ancestors. Theyv are also ptittve titat

some of the lar'gest birds have lived whtiiin thie
moderni ti t tes, while in tht interior tIte native,
say that the gigrtantic blid may yet exist.
They called the bird moa roi its gigatitc
size, and the legetnds teli of ils wvonilerfu l
plumes aid tail leathters, thai were ouiv worn
by the great chiefs of the atcient Mtaris. Its
enormous botes were made into fishi-iooks
and varions implements. These faicts oî rii-
mours fell into the hands of the i Rev,. Dr.
Colenso, a missionarv in New Zealand sote
years ago, and his etorts to intvestigate ttemî
resulted in the discovery of a iumber of lihige
bones that at least confirmed the existence of
the birds. A few years later. Mi.W alter Manteil,

the naturalist. went inîto the interior and settled
himtîself ationg the Moaris, as Mr. Casiiiia, of
the Siiitisoiiait, lias attonr the Pueblo Ii-
d ians, to learnîî allhe cotild ofthteir trad itions. As
a resîth o f his w ork lie collected seven or eight
hutdr ed loites of a miiber of ditierent spe-
cie>. whih are iow in the British Museumtî,
atd >ettliid to h own satisfact jio at least that
the birds liad fi ltIrisleld witLiiin comparatively
ti.ll timi, and liai beel exterinitiated by
the early inhaitat of tIhe contrv. Some of
tite remai foiid bl Mr. Mantell, standing
noriht, pîii ti tIt-h concliin that some oif'

tle larger onles becalte iired in ti' swapi
[emin i victiits of tiheir oiwnt weight. Mr.
Mintel seciuretd a iniimber of finte specimens
ai i' great eggs, mne of wiich wotld have
eet a meal for eii mei. The bontes of' these
buis are mnîuchî laruer than those of an ox,
ail toite if titi rd them'selves wvre 14 feet
in hih.The i es collection othmin tiis

ntryttîtt i- u I« d the Muisetmti of Natural
Hl ito rv ai Cntral Park.

li i eo , 1 ai l-giih sci enti-t discovered the
rmilailti of' a mew% bird ii the mîtenacconite
s-ani iat Waing-ogi.tore, New Ze-alanl. Tie
ons conssteil if' lte cratilmt, madtiibles,

sternui, litîtiert-, telnur, tibia, and tarso-
me1(tatLarsaul. et a riiantic rail. Prof. Owen
examinted them, and stated fromt tlheir' osteo-
oLicta l characteristics thev belong to i large
tditie mwl otf' the saie faily of the Gr'alhe-

as lte Ptphyrii and rakypteryx, and, like
lithe latter birds, witlhout flie power of fliglt.
Frot it, deiuctiois a new geinu- was estab-
lished fi.r its reception-tle Kîtoi. Up to

50t these ftssil renains wtere tiiotiglit to be
til v reimant of the bird ; but iin that year,
lituîch Ii the ,aWtonjishment of scietists, a
living representative of the species and genus
was futind in ai itilntfreujeinted part ut the
island of New Zealand ; since then a living
one lia, never beeni seei, aiid it wa- n ndoubt-
iilY the last of the race. The Moaris have a

tradition tiat the bird wa onace very commun,
and a favorite article ot toud wtith their art
cetors. It was called byv them the Duido, aid
h\ the natives in the siuiti Tokolie. Mr.
Mantell was the t'forîtunaite finder of the bird,

itaining the skin froe some seaiers who
were fishing aong thli' unfrequientedil islets of

usky Bay'. It appearced, accoriig to Mr.
Mantell, ithat vien requentg tite coast in
searcli of seals and ottier gamit'. the men ot-
served ou the snow with whici the grouid
ttas covered the foot-tracks of a large and

'vi9


