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operations of a convulsed globe in somne locali- can continent might be depressed below the

ty, while Noah and his family may have been sea level. The Pacific Vould soon establish
the reinnants saved in another. Or each nay an ecluilibriîîînî. 'lie large amouint of water
have been survivors of widely separated occur- required voul denude other portions, Poi
rences to which we have referred. sibly Auistralia, with the tlousanld islands of

A portion of the inhabitants nay have been the eastern archipelago, would rise into tlie
saved by boats, corroborating the traditionary digmity of a continent with hills and vales, af'
account of the aborigines of A merica, as well inland seas. Dense forests of verdure, abounir(
as the mythical and sacred books of diflerent ing vith animal life woufld soon complete the
nations.* beautiful picture, and give us the realizatiOl

This view of the sulbject best explains the of a new continent, rising fo the sea, like
difference of species of animals, living repre- Venus in classic story.
sentatives of which have been long extinct, Cosmnogonists have been too much in the
their bones however, frequently found deep in habit of predicating their ideas of creation 0",
the earth. By some of the swells of the ocean, the accounts found in their " sacred books.
during these paroxysms, a whole continent Instead of enitering the great field of inquiry,
would be swept over, and thuis the Bible ex- reating the rock-records " engraved by the

pression, " ail the fourntains of the great deep linger of God," and making proper deductiofls
were broken up," is as correct as expressive. theietroii, thiiiking and writing for thîeîi'

The American continent, with its pre-historic selves, and building up a science conformable
nounds, the products ot an ancient and long to the teachings of Nature--which cannid
extinct race, nay have been swept away by 1 ,isrepiesent,-they have been content to bor
some of these gigantic ocean waves, when the row the narrow theorv of soie person Who

waters were seeking their level, though the lived im the deep past, wlose ideas were dra00
continent itself was not pernanently subnerg- irom an uncultured fountain, and who had O0o
ed. A few inhabitants niay have escaped, who sutficient data on which to establish any g
chanced to be on miountain tops. They vere scientific truth.
the progenitors of the red mani, found here by The hi îumanî iiiind was nô more content to
our European ancestors. As the water receded reimlain inactive four thousand years ago tha'
to its former bed, with the return wave, and now. The people then found the earth 
rested but a short period on the surface, the stantially as we see it to-day, and peopled
general face of the country, save as regards it is witb inhabitants. Reason taught the
vegetable and animal life, was but little disturb- that aIl this had a beginning. The easiest wg
ed. If this tidal wave swept from the south- to explain to the ignorant mlasses, or
east to the north west, we can account for the taught by the better-cultured priests, and 4
treeless prairies, ail verdure being destroyed, as satisfactory to an uncultured populati'
followed on the subsidence of the flood by grass- was the story originally copied from the
es which were the readiest to take root. the lonian records, transcripts of which
seeds of the forest being less tenacious of lif'e found by Lavard in the ruins of Niie
were destroyed with the parent tree. where they hiad been concealed for more th

It is not probable all the contients and 3,000 years by the sands of the desert.
islands were submerged, nor aIl upheaved at writers, conscious of the deep-rooted attaa
the sanie epoch. Were such a catastrophe to ment of the populace to their sacred bo"

again visit our earth, which is not at aIl uipro- have labored to educate the comnion iflind'
bable, because of the molten imass still reposing laronizing their knowledge with prej
in its boson, the western coasts of the Amieri- public opnion on this subject This sho

* NoTE:-Classical writers inforn us that Deucalion nîot be. The tine has cone when the
reigned over a part of Thessaly. In lis age, say they, should be taÏ10t
some 1,500 years before our era, the whole ear h was , ,i
overwhelmed with a deluge. The impiety of mnanking the fault of the truthful teacher, but of
had irritatei .Juipiter who resolved to destroy thrace- who tauglt the original error.
Imnmediately the whole earth exhibited a bounolesns sea.r
The highest momntains were climnbed by the frightened Our world is older thian even s
iuhabitants, to escape the rising waters. This seeming thinkers have penerall supsed. d
security was soon overtopped by the swelliug flood, ] e .y po
and no hope was left of escaping the universal calamity. thinkers found the earth as it is, an
Prometheus advised his son, Jeucalion, to make him- ready to take for granted that its pop A
self a ship, which lie did, and by this means escaped r

with his wife the general disaster. The pigeon and wit mrian and the lower forms ol lite,
olive branch play their part in this as in all other narra- with the present order of things.
tions of the kind, showing a universal paternity son-C
where. (To E cozmNlUED.)


