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PROTESTA.’\IT AND CATHOLIC CIVILI:
SATION. . -

:he well known or«r'm of evnnuehcal Protes!auhsm—

cn “ British and Coutmental Chnractenstlcs,” form
zn nppropnate commpnt upun the lext—“ bt hnvm«r'

food and - wherewnlh 1o he (.overed with lhesp we

are conlent.”——l Tim. vi.

are: s0.fond of vaiinting the excellence of Protestant
mnhsatmu, Protestant intelligence, and "Protestant
_morahty l‘hey may perhaps arisewith the conviction
expreqsed by the Protestant Reviewer— that these
glimpses into Continental life and character—in which
it has a marked superiority to onr own—incline us o
‘a-eertain uncomfortable misgiving that some of our
aims, and exertions way be sadly misdirected, and
that we may, oftener than we deem, be sailing on a
"-ﬁrqng track” :— o, '

The extremes of character in civilized man are to
e found in the Asiatic and the American,—the si-
Teat, dignified, placid, and stagnant Mussulman,—and
.lhestrn'm'.:,puslnn res(less, and progressive Yankee.
Between these estremes lie the easy and joyous
Celt, generally contended with the passing hour, but
voﬂen contended with too little; the stationary and
phlegmatic German of the soutl, cautious and upas-
piring, frugal and complacent; the Norwegian, whose
1ife in.most things resembles that of his “P'eutonic bre-
‘thren; the Swm who approximate nearer to our-
selves ; and ﬁnally the British, only a few degrees
less ambitious, insatiable, unresting, and dxsconlented
than their western oﬂ'spxina In the appendix 1o the
second part of Layard’s Ninevel, there is a letter
from a Lurkish Cadi, so thormwhly Oriental in its
spirit, sa ex'u.lly pourtraying those peculiar features
of character in which the East differs from the West,
and so amusmoly astonishing to men accustomed to
ook upon esertion, the ac?umllon of knowledge, and
the progress of wealth as the great ends of existence,
that we camnot do better than quote it. The tra-
veller had astonished the weal mind of his Mussul-
man friend, by applying to him for some statistical
informatxon regarding the city and province in which

“he hiad dwelt so I.,un as a man in authority. The
Turk replied with this dignilied and affectionate re-
bake :—

S My itlustrious friend, and joy of my liver!

& The thing you ask of me is both dificult and
‘aseless. Al[hourrh 1 have passed all my days in this
Place, I have neillier counted the houses nor have I
inquired into the number of the inhabitanls ; and as
to what one person loads on his mules, and "another
stows away in the bottom of Lis ship, that is no busi-
new of mine. But above all, as to the previous his-
tory of this city, God only knows the amount of dirt

. and confusion that the infidels may have eaten before
the coming of the sword of Islam. It were unprofi-
sable for us to inquire into it.

# Oh, my soul! oly my lamb! seek not after the
fhings which concern thee not. Thou camest unto
us, and e welcomed thee: go in peace.

“OF a truth, thou has spoken many words; and
there is no harm done, for the speaker is one and the
listener is another. - After the fashion of thy people
thou hast wandered froem one place to another until
thot art happy and content in none. We (praise be
to (‘od) were born here, and never desire to quit il.
Is it possible, then, that the idea of a general inter-
course between mankind should make any impression

~an our understanding? God forbid 1.
~% Listen, oh my son!" There is no wisdom equal
‘unto the’ helwfm God. He created the world; and
‘hiall we liken ourselves to Him ih seeking to. pene-
trate the mysteries of his creation?  Shall we say,
' Behold this star ‘spinneth round that- star, and this
“other star wiil'a tail cometh and goeth in so. many
iiyears? Letit go! He from whnse hnnd It came
will direct and rruxde it.

% Bat thou wnlts*1y unto ne, ; stand asnde 6h m'm,_
‘for T'am“more learned ihan lltou art, and lnve seen

. more things., If thou thinkest llmt thou artan this
._'respect bt.lter than T am, thou “art welcome. I
i peaise God that'T seek not that which-T require not.

’"hou art'learned in-the things I care’ not for and
e for that which thed last seen, I defile it. = Will'
';ﬁlucl} knowlu.d«rv create thee a double stomach, or
“wilt thou seek Paradlse with. thine eyes?,

]

Oh ‘my, friend! I('thou wilt be bappy; sa'y', There

« The meck in spmt (El Fak
' “gI_mu‘m 1
rom_.t heae exlreme 583

8 ;- and they are not un-
| sion,,
worthy the serious Lonswlelallon of our friends’ “wlhio!

no'God but God 1 Do no ewl and 1hus wxlt thou'|
suredly‘no* '\n‘ il

where content 'otight not o be, it is 1mp0551ble to be-

| come acquainted- with those instances of rational and
The fo]lowmg extracts from an mterestlna nrtu:le‘
in ﬂze lasl number of the North British Reuew-—f

well-founded satisfaction” with a most moderate and
limited present, of which continental life offers us so
many examples; without fe¢ling; or al least suspecting,
that; as compared with our’ “hurried and - turmoiling
existénce, our neighbors have chosen the better part.
Lok ntNarway, for’ uamp[e, which las attained,
as ‘pearly as.possible,. 15, that ¢ stationary , state”
wlm.h most. economists redald with- dread .aver-
and-;a.feeling akin fo. shame. “There the
inhabirants. niay: be said to-form one:vast middie class ;
thereis-no - gre'lt wealth, ‘no absolute destitution ;
peasants and proprnetms lne on together, generation
alter generation, on’ the same hnd, and much in the
same sl)le as their forefathers ; fuel and food, though
simple are both abundant ; ﬂxe. men till the soil and
fell the timber; the women manufacture at home the
clothing they need-; each man’s life, whether lie be
farmer, laburer, or arlizan, is pretty much cut out for
him by circumstances and custom ; as lie grows up,
he steps into the vacant niche in the community |
which was waiting for him, (or il not vacant he waits
for it,) without any !houaht of exchanging it for a
different one, or s(rumrlmar out of it into one ligher;
there is much comfort but ittle tnxury —much cheer-
fulness, perhaps toa much conviviality 5 there is gen-
elul equality and general content.

~In Auvergne, we find a state of society almost
precisely similar.  There the peasants are nearly all
proprietors, and often rich, for they spend little and
cultivate well. The hoardings, when spent at all,
are spent in land § erery lhmrr is made at home some-
times literally nolhmo’ is bounrht except the drugs to
dye their woal ; they live sxmply but plentifully + and
generation succeed~ generations’ in the same indus-
trious and montonous “conlent. Wars and revolutions
pass over their .country; but tley scarcely hear of
them, amd never feel them. In Switzerland, too,
ecpecl.xlly in the Cantons of Berne and éunch we
find much of the same primitive, unvarying, and en-
joyable emtencc, though here the curse of “ indebt-
edness,” which seems msemmb!e from the law of
equal succession, often sheds a perpetual gloom over
the life of the peasant proprietor. But when he has
escaped this evil, and has found the small estate
which sufficed to his ancestors sufice for Lhim also,
and when his younger brothers have gone to foreign
countries, to seek or make their forlunes,—!he Swiss
farmer Tias always appeared to us to enjoy one of the
happiest of humanlots, Eduecated, industrious, pious,
and patriotic, the citizen of a free state small enough
for him to feel an appreciable unit among its inhabi-
tants,—in a situation which nourishes no ambition
that he may not readily gratify’. and yet exempts him
from those gloomy cares and forebodings as to the
future, which wear away the lives and sadden the
domeslic circle of thousands among the Americans
and Inglish—therc is much in hls existence which
we may Swell envy, and not a little which, perhaps, we
might emulzte.

Tn Germamy, especially in cen(ml and southern
Germany, we find a numerous elass in middle life—
to which we have no analogon in England—who pos-
sess an assured but a mederate compelence at which
they are certain to arrive in time. 'They have not,

- as in Iingland, when they liave chosen their profescmn,

and underfrone therr educatien, to plunge into the hot
strife and race of competitien, and take their chance
of obtaining a maintenarice or a prize by overcoming
and dlst'mcmcr their rivals. We are not now ex-
pressing any opinion as to the advisability of such a
system of leading strings ; we only call attention to
one of its effects—which is the exemption of a large
proportion of the middle and educated classes from
harassing anxielies about their future or that of their
chiliren, and the consequent diffusien of a 'sort of
quiet happiness and somewhat patletic content of
which-here we have no conception. These men of
.seanty but of certain expectations enjoy the present
in a respectable and often most wortliy manner ; they
are educated, and have a moderate amount of intel-
lectual and more of wsthetic taste ; they love social
pleasures, and haye’ ample leisure for them; unless
singularly qlflcd they know they must remain in the
humble sphere in which their route is traced for
them ; they-have no grandeur to hope for, and no
destitution to'fear’; s ont de quot wivre, as the ex-
 pression is, and in order to be lhorouohly happy need
only to cut dovwn'their desires to the level of their
means.. T Leir life is a quietly ﬂowmo' stream, some-
what lano’utd, perhaps, with many bndht flowers

{growing on its banks, - which they :liave feisure ' both

to.admire and to-cull; lhey do perhaps little for their

generation,: but they - lead a not undignified; ‘and as
nnn'oyet. or'morose en\tence the\’_'
g nﬁlchons. ‘and |'s
eyex_l of,| the elecanues of the dometh clrcle,'

may cu‘lrn"\‘te all ‘the':

phlue lltemi‘g hab:!s. Yet their income is of an
amount whicl (after ma]cmn full allowance for the
different cost of living.in the two countries) with us
would be cqnslderc.d as utterly inadequate to furnish
means for 2. ]mppr or comfartable life, and to be
coritent’ with Which would be held to argue deplornble
want of energy and enterprise.

“Tn. I*r'mce luo,—thonrrh lonrr years of chnnn'c and
coivalsion’ h'ne u.hﬂused a lon"mﬂ‘ discontent’ 'md
lestlt.w:esslhromh the’ urban poplfhimn, whieh a§
yet 1§ Tevér only and not encrwy,—th\cre still renmin
many in moderatoand humble circumstancee, profes- {!
sional men, commis and subordinate enmployés, who,
on a pitance which would be considered as grinding
poverty in England, contrive not only to supparl
life, but. to embell:sh it and enjoy it. They make
the best of what they have,instead of anxiously striv-
ing to increase it. They “ cut their coat according
to ther claath.””  They are not tormented by the
desire to imitate or to cqual those to whom fortune
has beer more bountiful. They are contented to
enjoy, while their analogues in England would be
(ret{ully laboring to ucquire. I‘hey are not as we
are, for ever hzunted by something in the distance
to be obtained or to be escaped. 'l‘hey do not, like
us, immolate the possessed prescnt on the slirire of
an uncertain future. They do not pull down their
house to build their monument. They perform
cheerfully and faithfully their humble and, perhaps,
uninteresting {unctions, and devote the rest of {heir
time to sxmple sovial, unambitious enjoyments. There
are others again, who finding themselves at their en-
trance into life in possession ‘of moderate competence
—a small patrimonial inheritance—deliberately pause
lo decide on their carcer. On the one side lie the
possibilities of wealtn, the gauds of distinction, the
gratification of commercial o pohmal success, to be
purchased by harassing and irritating strife, by cark-
ing cares, by severe and unrcmlthnu toit. On the
other lie the charms of a life of unaspiring ease, of
quiet nights and unanxous days, of the free enjoyment
of the present hour—somz(hing of a butterfly exis-
tence, in short. Nine Yaukees out of ten would
choose the former; mne IFrenchmen out of ten will
prefer the latter. We do not here intend to pro-
nounce which is rmht but it is hard to persuade
ourselves that all the wisdom—all the true estimale
of the objects and the worth of life—lies with the
man who decides for the thornier and rongher path.

Now let us cast a’glance at the contrasted tone of
English and Ameri teun social existence: we may
class them locether, for the main difference is, that
in America, our state of struggle is even more uni-
versal, and carried on under more favorable prospects
of success. And we have a few who cling to the
“even tenor® of existence as the pler(.ldblf. state:
in our exaggerated and caricaturing desceandants,
scarcely any such are to be found. Now, we are no
advocates fora life of inaction and repose. Activity
is better than stagnation exertion in pursuit of any
object, is better than an existence with no object at
all. " We kuow well that out of dissatisfaction with
our present condilian, have arisen all our successful
conquests of higher and more desirable conditions ;
that to the restless energy and aspiring tewper of the
Anglo-Saxon, may be traced a Iaroe proportion of
the m'ltenal progress, and not a littla of the intellec-
tual prowress of the world ; ; that civilisation, if it does
not consist in perpetual advance, at least owes its
origin and present perfection to perpetusl endeavor,
But we cannot permit ourselves to regard the strug-
gle to be rieh as worthy of admiration for itself.
We tannot ‘bring ourselves to regard the gallant and
persevering energy which is devoted to « getling on
in life, as consecmted to.a high aim. We cannot
persuade Gurselves at once, and without inquiry, as
many do, o pronounce the life that enjoys, as ipso
Sfacto and per se, meaner thar the life that toils. We
mourn over energies wasted by misdirection, as much
as over energies suffered to lie dormant and die out.

is beyond question a higher and worthier being than
the men who glides throu"h tife in happy and inno-
cent. t:anqmlhly but ‘we. are by ng means so sure
that the man, who, having a compctezzce, spends years,
and strength, anid spmts, and: temper, in striving for
a fortusie; has made a'wiser or a better choice’ tlmn
the man'who/ having-a. competem.e, sits down thank-
fully aid; contentedly to ‘ehjoy. it w.ln his fnmlly and
friends, -

It is'indeed a sad spectarle, that of S0 vast'a plO-
porhon of the, national energ y,shll devoted to mere ma-
terial acquisition, still hbormtr ina field invhich sucli |
_ample harvests have been: nlrendy gained, till pushmc

unds, qull ﬁnhea!ed, 50 many
v 'enped or unexplored S Wed
S5, madly,forward in_the race; though;the gual:

| ca spresentsus; with no roew. a'.tr..t:v.u)m1 “’eusll“
g it e ‘ :

-‘on"m al dlrpduon“whero t‘lwre lS mne left lo wm, -~
L

The man who strives for-a clear duty or anoble prize

strurmh.‘ “to get on,” though we h’u‘e got ﬁr cnqugh
to command all the subsl.nnlml acquxsmons .md en-
joyments of a worthy life 5 we still persist in striving
and toiling for added \-.e'lllh, which can purch;\sc I’o.
us no added happiness, and i i’ tlie hat competl!lon we
push aside or .trample 'down miny who veplly. “need
what we only desire, It is frué that as matters are
now arranged in ]"unt'md, aud’in the state of fieree
competmon i which’ we hn. and move, and, have
our.being, this devolion” ol ‘the Whole’ wan o this
work seering mdlcpe:mbh 10 success—~—it'is oue ‘df dur
most gricvaus sogial evils lh.nt i ﬁhquld Bé'so’s but'it
is owing very much to llw very inslinetive: nnrl ht-rt:-
nacious strife ¢ to get on™ which we compliin'6f:>%
strife not indeed abjectless, but continued long after
the original objeet has been obtained. For “if our
mode of life were ¢ simpler, if our standard of the need-
ed or the fitting were more rational and less Juxuri-
ous, if our notlon ofa ¥ t.ompetem.e were more real
and less conventional, and if we were more disposed 1o
stay onr hand when llmt competence was gained,—
this computition would become far less severe aud
oppressite ; men might possibly liave to work nearly
as lard in their several callings, but they tooseld swork
Sfor fewer years, and the earlier retirement of the
suceessinl would make more frequent openings for
the needy and the striving.

* The second point'in wlm.h it appears to us that
continental life has greatly the advantage over our
own, is in the aspect which poverty assunes. Rarely
in France and Germany does it sink so low ax with
us. Ifar more seldom does it reach the form of
destitution. = Scarcely ever does it descend to squa--
lor. Many causes combine to produce this entiable
difference ; sometimes it is purchased at a price
which we are not prepared to pay ; but of the fact
of the difference therc can, we believe, be po ques-
tion, We all know liow incessantly of late years
our sympathies have been aroused, and our feelings
shocked and pained by pictures of the awful depths
to which misery descends in the courts znd alleys of
our great metropolis, as well as of HEdinburgh and
Glasgow ; of human beings living by hundreds in dens
filthier than styes, and more pestilential thrn plagus
liospitals; of mer, women, and children huddled to-
gether in dirt, disorder, und promiseuity like that of
lhe lower animals ; of girls delicately bred, toiling

day and night for waweq utterly madequau. to the
barest mmnten‘mce of deaths Trom absolute starva-
tion. We are not prepared to indorse the heart-
rending and sickening delir eations of Mayhew, Kings-
ley, and Dickens, in all their details, but aeither are

we able to withhold our assent to their rough. and
ceneral fidelity.  They are too far confirmed by the
cold olficial stalements of " blue books for that. Po-
verly, then, in Great Britain assumes many and fre-
quent forms of ageravaled wreteledness and squaler,
which change its character from a condition of pri-
valion to one of positive inlliction, which make life a-
burden, 2 malady, and a curse. In France and Ger-
nany, we believe we are warranted in statmg, these-
abysses of misery are never found—or only a3 ano-
malous and most astounding exceptions. We ncver-
hear of them in Vienna. We believe they conld not
exist there. There is nothing like them in Munich,
Dresden, or Berlin., Sir Tranus Head and Lord
Ashley put themselves i in the hands of an experienced’
resident in Paris with a request that they might be
taken to the very worst haunts and dwellings of the
lowest portion of the populanon, and tlus is the tos-
timony Sir F. ead gives :—

*T must own it was my. xmpress:on and I beliere
was that of Lord. Ashley, that the powrty we had
come to witness bore- no, ‘comparison, whatever to
that recllessness of personal appearance, “that abject
wretchedness, that squalid misery, whlch—drrs«ed in
the cast-off tattered garments of our ivealthy clisses, -
‘and in clothes, perforaled mlh holes not to be seen
among the most savage tnbes--Inland annually
‘pours out upon, Ennland and. wlnch, in the crowded
courts and alleys of London T hare so often visited,
produce among our own people, as it, were, by mfec-
tion which'no moral remedy ‘has yet been able to
cure, scenes not only rcvolnnv as well as’ discredit-
able to human naturc., bit which are to be witnessed
in no other porlmn, cn,vthed or-uncivilized, :on  the
“globet .- Tn-another: Jocality; La Petite
Poloune, we, fonnd the general -condition- of - the
' poorer classes in no way' worce thdn® lhuse we-had just

"|left. "On'entering alnrge ‘hotse;lour*stories high,

“Funning round-a sinal square: hollomcourt, nve ascel-
'tairied 1hat it contained- ratligr*(giore>than 500 lod-
gers, usu-ﬂly ‘groupeditogether*in*families” or ‘little
“communitiés.. - [n this barrackror ivaren; the»rooms.,
p'lved with' brlcks, were about"ﬁl'teen' feet: long.=le|1
eet brond, onid elrrht feete hwh.“' W Tound fthem:
genernllx speakmg,_clean did well: venhlated“but the : *

"chargé for éach'e aiibeér: ‘Unfiirhished*ivasisixiifranes .
a month 3R 40 T thie st mlserable‘“dxstnct;
in' thie "west' end of° Pans, Wi ‘also! failedito! ‘meet wit
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