. prise and successfal ivduatry.
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* the actien of the fire. - This was.he,proper.

' to.commence, the wnterrogatory..
ETE&M porter-slave of

trion,;the, ve o 8. hous
Eaa Bsto necessanily a witness “of :the numerouy
| yigits ‘by’ Metellus Celer'.to the Grgnd-Ves:.

tal whilst the fatter .,was,.th,e".'{g@eél"f;@f “the ~Em
péroi’s mege, and be must have surprised some

fivtsitendivg:to prove the alleged 1ntimacy, ory.

oot Taast. must bave léatijed those facts from the, .  fine _
at leas!, muss OA' o ros, " |sud » metket-place of respectable extent, itg public

conversations of lhe otheriglaves.
‘The patient must be made, at-all cost, to re~
veal these facts. Oae :
scribe - approached, .« o~ But why- repeat the
guestions asked of-a wrelch whose will, con-
quered by the most atrocious pais, must neces
" ganly succumb. and whose hife, besides, was fast
ebbing. The pootiffs obtained all the avowals
they wonted. Pa'mitrion merely rephed yes or
no, accordicg to the nature of the question —
When they released him from the iron char, the
poor slave was.dving. Hus body was but a mass
_of carbopized flesh, Toey threw bim in a corner
where he soon expired. '
- Ravious ‘then paseed to the rack upon which
Msitius lay, shill senseless. A turo cf the screw,
which distended parnfully bis limbs, soon awoke

" bim from bis torpor.
Gellia had beea confided to the care of cne of

the aids. She had not yet recovered from ber

swoon, hut the pressure of the clogs on her

ankles soon revived her.
(Te te Continued.)

THiB LAND QUESTION OF IREL AND
(FROX TIMRS éPEOIAL COMMISHONER.) !
‘ No. 18,
Skisszeseas, Oct. 15.

Baing desizous of gesing & part of this coan'y

whicb unhappily acquired a gad celebri*y doriag the

events of 1846-and waich, I felt ngsured, would in

some particylars illuatrate the land question oi Ire-
jand, I resolved to p2y & vigit to the place,and to

examine carefally the surrounding npigbborbood

Leaving Cork by railway, I passed rapidly fram the
civilized ontskirts of the wealthy city ioto & region
of hill snd poor upland, divided by numsrous slog-
gish streams. which, if properly drained, ought to be
the conductors of plenty along the adjoining valleys,
but which; uacontrolled ; .

at present ou either side of their coumr,.mag'k their
way by forming worthless morasses. 1t ia disbenrt-
ening to travarae districts like these, avd to refl-et
what co-operation end iodastry might effect in
clothing them with fertility ; nor in many of these
jnstances would it be necesasry to pray 1o i_ild the
belp of the State; for, wherever an outfall is e sy

apd at hand A comprehensive syatem of arterial

drainage is not required to carry «ff the waters and
10 relieve the soil from superflnons moisrure I saw,
however, no attempts &t draising ; and, on asking
tbe resson, received for snswer the pertinent ana
pufficient remark that most of tba landlords in that
neigbborhood did not cara to improve their eatates,
and that the tenantry, haviag no bold on their lands,
wers gatisfed to leave them in tbeir natural condi-
tion. After leaviog Bsadon -still koown in Mao-
ster as the Protestant Darry of the South, but long
ago ‘invaded snd filled by the fiood of the Rowsn
Qatholic Irighry—the landscape wears s more pleaa-
ing appearance ; you pass trim farms, and a few fine
seats; and yoa reach the valley of fertile lowlands
enriched by the gentle siream of tha Baadon. A
*{raoct, presenting in 8 pecaliar degree the eigns of
industry and high cultivation, here at onee atirecta
an observer's eye; and you see with delight well
sqoaryd fields, neat slated houses, and prosperous
holdings stané out consp:cucusly on the face of the
laniscaps ‘Th:s is a part, and one of the beat parte,
of the maguificent eatates of the Duke of Devoo-
shire ; and the whole country gide tella the seme tale
of hig just snd princely qualities a8 a landliord sl-
though unfortunately be ia an absentee. It is jm-
possible to deny great and gerious w8 &re the mis-
chiefs of pou-resident ownership, that properties of
1his class are those io which, iz many iostances, the
Irish tensnt receives maost liberal and fair treatment,
and good mansgement i8 most evident; nor is it
diffcult to disgover the reagon. A territorial mag-
nate, ae & general tule, is tao weslthy or too gently
portared to be of & barsh or exacting disposition ;
and as, io & large msjority of cases, the great ab
gontee proprietors of Ireland have also coosiderable
gatates in Bopland, they naturaliy adopt ap nniform
ccurge of honoreble and right-minded desling to-
wards their tenantry in both conntries.

The projected railway from Cork to Bkibbereen
comes suddenly to an end at Dunmaawsy, and you
gre obliged to drive the resi of .be jouroey. At thie
point you begin to eater the region of the western
bighlands ot Oork,and the look of the country ia
wild- and peculiar. The rosd now wioda through
heatber erowned hilla. their slopes dotted with the
lit*le bouses and fizld plots of a humble reasantry,or
it opens oo to exteasive tracts, that here aad there
rige jato jutting eminences, or sink ioto frequent nar-
row flats, watered by petty rills ju endless saccession.
Ob the bare snmmyta of the ranges of hillocks the
rock crops out in numberless spots, and has & with-
ared and ancouth sepoct ; but dowa their gidee, and
in the apaces between, the roil, bles ed by the gentle
aira and soft raina of thie soutbere clime, is bright
with n veatare of the richest green; and the low-
lands benesth, in miny places, are evidently of ad-
mirsb'e naturel fertility, The traces of homar in-
duatry, however, «re but seldom apparent upon the
landseape ; the- habitations of the occupiers of the
g0l are few in .pumber and, almost always, meas
whole breadths of couotry remsin unenclosed and
untouched by the band of men ; over thousands of

. acres broghwood and gorse encroach on what ought

to be fine grassland ; and, above all, the lines of the
nomerous Gtreams that, on a considerable margin
along either bank, could essily be changed into
meaduws and pastures, are usaslly spoogyand lovely.
matghes. The geoeral character of the gcepe is that
of dreary and not pleasing solitude; sod what adde
to its melancholy features is that occasionally you
mest desert spaces, on which, amidst blotches of
rack vegetation, you still see the wmarks of ruined
dwellings, aud on which you hear that & deuse popu~
Jation had onge been crowded in epreading villages.
' Now and then, however, you ligat upon a 8pot where
awid the desolation usual around, you see distinctly
the sign3 of improvement, where fences divide re-
cleimed fields, where shests of verdare ase fres from
gtones, where the sour moor has keea maie fertile,
where the slated farmstead rises from & neat gardes,
- where everything has the interesiing look of enter-
My conductor, to a
, csgual quention, said, * Those ate farmers who bold
" by leace ; wherever thers ig & leage you ocan easily
péedt;” end I can assert that bis observation was
verified by my own inquiry, and that in the rarein
stances where along thia way yon found an occupier
. in ‘possession of a leage, yon eaw at once the evi-
dences of better cultivation. The consequences of
. this gecurity of 18nure were especially conapicuoua ia
the oase of one/small tract- ou the road side, marked
- .off fromithose: iwmisdiately-aronad by the veatness of

.. {the dwellings upop it.and by tha comparative ex

¢+ vellence of .the.agriculture. This is part of the estate

-,

“% ‘ot 'Cork, s gentleman-who, ‘having riten to eminence

O My, M'Carthy Downing, now M P. for the county
-snd made a considerable fortune a3 & lawyer, pur-
obaged largely in the Landed Edtates Court. gave
slotoat all his tenants leases, and desérvedly enjoys
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i nee teavedy that the famine-of.1846 witneased
,gg;ke:ntom %ewytré‘ces of the, awfuitpast; ‘it seems a
tolersbly thriving place, thoagh notis 8 special w:y ‘
progressive. It is.the only town’of acy 8128 int 3,
neighboathood, snd, A8 [undegatand,isa pretiy good |
market; but, axcept thet.it-has a rather fine convent

buildings are without intereat. The coantry aroand
for many miles, though pot- pictnresgoe’ Upon the
whole, i3 nevertheless extremely guggestive 10 &
student of tha Irish land question, .Towards the sea
ir riges jn-mary'spnta into irregular .chaiop of crtaggy
Bills that geem to fence out the Dear Atlantio,raqd
‘hat ehow like masses of stony billowe, prolorged fv
a oontinuous roil, ag you look over the lines of their
cresta; but, bere and there, it spreads into valleys
ur gettles dowan into fiat lowlsnds on which vegetae
tion expaads richly, and streams gpeed oo theit way
t> the ocesn. Dn the landward side it is of the kind
which | have already endeavoured to describe, ex-
panses, broken by rugged hillccks, aad sgrgtchmg
drearily to the borizon, yet all through, divide by
fertile syaces and channelled by watera thatrun s{owly
through morasseg they ought to _render froitfal
Turoughent the whols region the ‘higber landa geem
to break out into deserts of rocks; snd these peep
ou in. numberless places even in the most fertile
gpots beneath ; 8o that acricaiture on 8 lasge sczle
would be estremely difficnlt opon such aren?,'and
wherever they happened to be cleared and 'rechnned
the work of impravemeat would be distinctly ap
perent. Inthe jotervals between the barren tracts,
sud wherever the soil ia kindly and rich, you see oc-
casionally little farms and homesteads, and now aoé
then & consideradle dwelliog rises from the midat of
#n extensive enclosnrs, 7he signs of busgbandry sre,
however, fow ; the laads under @orn are very small ;
and the face of the country is generally that of rade-
pe-s, ag vet unsubdoed by meD, and yet capable of
very great improveeat Tus whole region, with
its stony brerdths, yet its frequent noaks of admirab’e
fortility, seemed to me exactly of such 8 kind +8
would repel tBeé capit-ligt farmer, yet siogalarly
‘adapled to be the domain of & bardworking and
vigoroas peasantry, who, secars io their possession of
the sol!, would be sble gradually o call out ita re-
gources.

.. Unfortunstely, however, the occupiers of this tract,
at the time of the crisis of 1846, bsd been for uges &
poor, strugeliog race, who, under the dominatjon of
landlords ratber more improvident or hsrah, as a
body, than uaually bad then been the case in l:relaad
merely vegetated oa the land ae tensnta at will, spd.
withont encouragemest to their industry, eked‘ouc a
bare and precariogs existeoce. The space guitable
for the production of corn being scanty-on these no-
eoclosed wiids, they were confined to the potato
alone for food; and, under the stimulua of thu
treacherons root, they increaged ia the soil in pro-
lifie swarms, their numbers being further augmented
thecngh the facilities afforded along the coast for
fishing. Ao immenss population bad thus giowo
up; and ia those days, I am told, their dwellings
were seen aggragated in rade hamlets en most of the
gpota that could be called fraitfui, their ill-trained
labour, nevertheloas, ja spite of every disadvanta
geons ciroumatance, earrying slowly forward & kind
of imptovement over the rough and stony wilder
aesses aropnd. The potato blight zame; eod o 8
few weeka thess wretched multitudes, fiying from
the soil which had denied them their poor subsis-
tence, Bocked into the few towns in the weigbbour
haod, and, huddled into masses of starvation, sppeal
ed hopeless y to charity for succour. Bkibbareen
wag the centra of these terrible scenes; and there,
for the space of geveral monthe, wect on the battie
against famine, hoats of victims fallig io the deadly
atruggle, yat thousands, too, beiog gloriously saved
throagh the exections of epleadid munificence. It is
not wy inteotion to degeribe how, in numberless in-
stances, death closed ita vultars wing over perishing
safferers; how fever screlerated the onget of starva-
tioe, and fell alike mpon high and low ;: how, day
after day, lean and hideous corpses were ghot from
carts into geaveyard heaps; with wbat mute despair
the ancviving crowda of migery beheld their anmbers
dwioale, and received each time, as though it were
the last, the dala that senrcaly prolonged existeoce ;
how, &g ever has been in these dire emergencies, ho
man matare, breaking from the restraiots of custom,
displayed itself in its genuine charactér, snd heroic
virtue, pions resigostion, self-devotion of the most
touching kind, were seen conspicuously with inhu-
man gelfishness, remorseless cruelry, sod rockless
outrage. Taceamus de islis, ne augeamus delorem
Save for & brosd, open epaca to an adjoining grave
yard. tbe unasmed catacomb of the famished dead.
the kindly tonch of Time hes tfaced most of the
signs of that dice calamity, and we gbould dweil oo
it only for the reflections it must euggest to 8 gocial
iaquirer. Yet, to give an idea of the havoc accom
plished by that fearful disaster, I may mention tbat
more than ove village in this neighbouthood hae
completely disappeared, blotted out even from official
records; and I write with a ratarn before me which
ghows that the nopulation of three townlands, which
amotmted in 1841 te Y11 gouls, bad fallern in 1861
t01156. 8 reduction I suppose it would be bard to par-
allel. ‘

Under the strees of the events of 1846-7, the land
gystem of this neighbourhood may be gaid ‘o have
almoat gone to pisces, and society itself was uea:
diseolntion. Buring the awfal trial the landlords.
ap a c'asg, behaved a3 ordinary men would do; some
betrayed indifference to the misery around them, ab

gorboed in thought about their own troubles ; a faw,
tefroz~atricken at the results of a redundant popula

tion veglected and depressad. availed themselves
recklesaly of the-oceasion, and swept awsy the lin-

geriog sccupiers of their estates; some, in a nobler
and wiser aplrit, acknowledged that a visitation of
Providence imposed on them a weighty obligation.
and made large gacrifices to amsist the peasautry

Among these last I have much pleasure in mention-:
ing the name of r. Townsend, now Judge ot the
Admiralty Qourt of Ireland ; I have beard from tbe
lips of many witnesses of his bumanity during the
years of the famine, and far and near he hag the T8

putation of being one of the most beneficent of land-
lords. [ am truly happy to wo able to:report that
kindliness and justice have beea rewarded ia a con

gpicuous man=er around Skibbereen ; with rare ex

ceptiona the ‘clesred” estates, tbrown into large
farma il'-gnited tothediatrict or occupied by strangers
jgnorant of its regnirements, have not prospered, sud
yield low reats; thoge on which the peasnntry have
been protested are evidently in & better cordition

even under an oofavoarable system of tenurs As
might have been expected, the shock given to gociety
10 this neighbourbood by tbe famine was not without
clearly marked effects; & great deal of landed pro

perty changed hands; and the- genersl result hes
been that the management of estates ju thig district
displays differences of A most singular kind, withip
short distances, The majority of the proprietors, I
regret to pay, have gone on in the old ways, and,
either forgatful of what occuarred or gatisfisd that the
-population stands now at a point at which it cannot
oecome a burden, have done bardly anytbing to im-
prove the'r esiates, and bave suffered the occupiers
of them to remaln in the helpless position of tecants
at will, in some instances muoh too highly reuted.

The consequence is that these estates, comparad with
others in happler circumstanoes, seemed smitted, as
it were, with barrenness and neglect; the peasantry
on them do ouly a# much ug will enable them to live
and pay rent, and signs of that daring induatry which
requirea time for a-return with profit are wantiog, In
tnere Inatances the dwellinge are usually wretcbed.
Few attempts have been made to .cloar away ibe
stones that encamber even $he rich iowlands; bardly
s drain forrows the marshy swamps ; and though
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Tanght by exporfince, or fros. some. olher. cause: @
ighﬁ, 'laéé“r,g:}nbg;r!;)f‘\h'e lasdiords {n this didtriet
*ban woutl be coasidared élsewliere an ayerage the
principal proprietor near’ Skibbereen, the.rgpreaanta_ :
tive of the family of Jsitle Townsend, giviog & very,
hooouratle and - atriking example—have within the
period of the ‘1apY 20 years granted tiberal.leases to
wany. of théic tenaste ; and the difference between
woldiogs of this clags end those occupied a3 tenancies
“t will is really sarprisiog to an eye-witness Oo these
estates you behold the march of improvement going
seadily on; the equare of preen emerges from the
stoay slope, enclosed and tich with exuberaht ker
bage ; the clouds drop fatoees oD what was aswamp
destroyed formerly by these sbundant showers; the
glated Gwelling fises aldog the hill; a pictare of
rural eomfort nad rase dots the face of tie gen. rally
melancholy landacape. The pecaliar character of
the }auds of the district, reqniring intenee exertiong
t0 reclaim, but often siogularly rich when reclaimed,
makes the contrast in tbe higbest degree remark
able. :

I hid evidence before a Parlinmentary Committes
Mr. M'Carthy Downing pertisently remarked that in
bis neighbourhaod yoa could see ata glence wheréa
lease did sud did mot exist, My cbaervation verifies
bis statemest ; and, though the effscts of securiiy of
renure are vigible ic almost every part of Irelani, |
pever.saw them go cleatly revealed ns in some in .
stances in this distiict. These facts point to a
variety of coanclusions relating to the lapd qnestion
of [reland, Takep 8asa body, tha peasantry ahout
hers pre not Apparenily an emergeiicrace; you would
pot eall them mssijuous in improving, althougi with
esceedingly rare excepticas they alone have done
anythiog for the Iand, and a c.reless obaerver be-
holding the Lerels, the dirt the slovenliness but too
common, wonld prooounce them werthlzes, idle, in-
cocrigible. Yet look at the very same people i the
little boldings on which They have been securely sat-
tled, and though eome of their babits have nnt dis
appeared, though they are not 80 cleanly and inde-
pendent &8 yoa could wish, and they bave too much
of the aspect of the serf, still you wouid call them
decidedly. industrious, nod really successful in their
exertiond to shaoge and adorn the rough work ot
Natare. This difference, palpable and distioct, is
due to the Ir having certsinty of pozsession ; tha cozm
geionspess that they t-il for themselves, not for
others, speeds them on cheesfully in their libours;
in their case, a9 hes been teuly gaid, the sense of
property m-y turn sand and rock into go'd. Granted
that this population of Southern Muoster are not &
nardy and vigotous s breed as that which springs
from & Tentoric stetn, snd granted, fartber, thet you
canuot expeet to lift them eaddecly up o the socixl
scale by any device of legislation ; yet, when yon
perceive the obvions effects npon their nature and in-
dastrial life of precarious and determinate occupa-
tion, of laboar exposed to ruinoud nterference and
of lebour given free scope anli safety, do not doubt
that it i3 rather their misfortune than their fiult that
#0 many of them are upprogreasive aod listless, and
do ot suppogs that they, too. caouot advance noder
the kmown conditions reguired for the advance of
homanity. Above sll, let us cease to candemn men
as lazy, good for mnothicg, and rackless who,ina
great majority of instances, are in a position suce to
call out and develope these and kiadred vices; and
let us oot listen to the wrztched plea put forward by
ignorance or interested prejudice, that, after all, as
they bavs been distarbed but seldom darirg the last
few years, they are practically safe as tenanta &t will,
and they bave themselves to thank if they do not
prosper. Recollecting the events which succeeded
the famice, and the wholesale evictiong which then
occurred such excnsea are really worse thau fonligh,
and even at best they are little more than triftiog
All experience has shown that certanty of posseasion
is a pecessary condition of the well being of an oo
capier, and to imagioe that he 2ap thrive without it,
unless Le i3 secured the valoe of bis imorovemeunts, is
10 imitate the example of the besotted tyrant who
charged the most epergetic of races wih idleness
because be refused them the very requirements eg
sentinl 1o make tbeir labour productive.

It iz in the case of districts like these tbat the ad.
vocates of # fixity of tecure ” at renta to be regulated
by the State,seem to have most tosay for themselvee.
You see whole tracts on which the proprietora bave
liteeally uever laid out one shillicg, a3 to which they
have wmerely been a borden, from whizh they bave
contrived to reise reats, in soms instauces, bigh and
oppressive. On these you gee 8 raca of occuplers
who alone have done anythisg for thel:nd, who have
the capacity of doing a great deal more, yet whose
energies are numbed and whos: lauds are kept Larrer
becagse the circumstances of theic tenure are naually
incompatible with improvement. Aad, in scriking
contraat, you seé the results of certainty of possession
in the case of a few epote Btamped on the facs of
nature, where, under liberal leases and ruts fixed
for a term, there is & distingt prugress in the socisl
scale. Iu this atate of things you a/e sgked ‘**[f
1andlords choose to be mere rept-receivers ought the
Legisiatare to view them in any ofkec light, es-
pecially gince the leaving them their exiating powers
of keeping their tensntry in mere dependence, of
arbitrary eviction, and of raising rents, is obviously
\njarions to the general welfare 7 And if tha mers
gecoring the occupier in his holding for « limited
time has euch good effects, what by analogy would
be the consequences of conceding bim perpetaity of
tenure? And, as even perpetuity of teaure might be
renderad worthless if it were posaible to destroy the
nccupier'a interest by rack resting, must not tbe
State, if the concesaion be intended to be of real use,
determine rent by & valuation, and settle a marimum
rate of it 2”

It would be idle to deny that theories like these are
ot only applicable in & dangerons degree to certain
dlistricts of this country, but contain a certainamount
of trath, I ghall examine the guestion more fully
hereafter, when I review geperally the land system
of Treland, but I may new observe that it is only by
considering the subject from oue point of view, by
departiog from priociples hitberto respected, and.
above all, by keeping out of sight the probable
resultg of the proposed measure, that arguments of
this kind appear tenable. Grant that a law of
# fizity of tenure” and - Statereat’ would be polltic
in the cage of mary estates ia Irelnnd, would it not
be fmpolitic in the case of other estates perbapa-as
pamerons? And if such a law, in many instances —
gay those of small tenants ot will—could, accordiog
to some notions respecting property, be raconciled
with our sense of right, would it not be wonstrous in
rhe instance of capitalist farmers, no matter what the
patare of tbeir tenore, of whom many thonsands exiat
io-Ireland ? Is it not obviona that a law of the kind,
from ita very nature A general rule, would be in its
essence an ivdefansible wrong ? Moreover, if, 88 may
ba fairly argued the object of the intended changs,
legitimate secarity for the Irish tansnt, caa be at-
tained by any other process, eqmitable in its.applica-
ticn and working, and less subversive of existiog
rights ought wa not to adopt the leas violent remedy,
and prefer. reform to mera revolution? And what,
probably, would be the conseqnencea of convertisg
the occuplers of the &oil in Ireland into ownersatl a
quit rept fixed by the Governmeni? Passiag by the
minor evile that would follow in numberless ivstances
the expropriation of all the landlorda of & generation,
would not two mischiefs of a general kind, iaherent
to the echeme, nnd widely pernicions, ensue almost
88 & nataral resnit? Wounld not the periedical re-
valuation of the ¢ State rent” a part always of

ment, giace -it wouid make it the interest of every
‘bolder of land to have it jo as bad a atate as poasible
at ceriain reenrriog intervala of time, in all probability
sear esch other 7 And, without disparaglog Irish
pature; bat teking it simply ag It is, wanid not per-

thegs plans, jaevitably tend to discourage imprave: |
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It'is;:kowéver, a_very .differeat gigaiio
‘the atate‘of. things'ibat exiets.in m -distriev]
onght'to"he' suffored to.contione’as it .ia.;"whethe
1he ocgupisrs of 1hie'soil ought aot to b_e‘plii{:ea uoder
-conditiong of tenure go reasonably secure as to pro-
.tect claims they actuslly have.and to “encourage:
thieir industry for the/fitire i- whether;the lawa thas
regalate their ralations’ with their superiora cught
not to be so modified s to promote, snd not %o re-
tard, improvement. . Without indicating here the
specific means by whish 1. trust these eads might be
attaived, within' the measure of the reformer's power, .
[ shall metely obeerve that [ am counvinced they cac
b reache g
easentially unfair and unsourd, bs keeping strictly
within the Hae of justice by making our legislation
'n thig mattar at onece reapect the troe rigkts o pro-
gerty and yet boldly follow enlightened principles.

T

MR. MOORE ON THE IkiS® QUESTION.
-(To the Editor of the London Times)

Sir,~1 have never before presumed to.claim the
bigh privilege of addressing the public through your
columos, unlesa I had, or believed I had, a person-1
right to that advantage. The letter which Iam
abuat to addrass to you—or rather to public opinion
in Bagland throngh its highest organ— can bave no
claim to your coosideration excep’ that which arices
out of the writer'a intimate acquaintacce wirh the
sutject ot which he treats It i3 beeiuge | believe T
bave some knowledge of that subject——which is not
profegsed by other and abler contributorg to the Mail
~—that I venture to submit to the pablic, throngh
you, my own views ot millions ef Irishmen on a sun-
jeot of which you yourself admit and proclaim the
momentons importanee.
~ In your last three impregsiona vou bave devoted
more thap three important articles to ¢ The Irish
Quegtion’ whiob has Iately assumed proportions more
menacizg sand dangerous to exiating arrangements
tkap any that it bas set exhibited sinee the Act of
Union. You .ellege that ‘the revival of a Fesinn
gpirit in Ireland, without any vigible cause or favore
ing circumstances, ia just one of thosm Irish para.
doxes which Eaglishmen fiad it 80 hard to under
stani’ Butit appeara to me that yom approach,
more naarly thae you are willing to sdmit, to a right
kaswiedge of the parzdex, which must be under-
gtood if Ireland i3 to be governed. Ycu have the
silken elue of the labyriath ie your hands. but you
fear to find yourzelf Ip tha presenue of tke Minotaur.
Yoo say i —

t No honest man will deny that it wa3 the outbreak
—fitfal, seattered, and powerless as it wag—in the
south, followed by the madder exploit in Locdon
which made Hcglishmen turn to ex-mine what there
might be at the bot'om of a discountent which vented
iteelf in gueh warderous freaks; but, bad they nat
found a solid basis of injustice underlyicg these out-
rages, the oaly result would bava been an unflinch-
1og resolution to repress them. Tt wag eeen that
the Protestant Eswbhishment wss a wrong, and it
w'g abolished, Itis now seen that in the relations
between landlord and temant in Iveland there i3
much that is wrong, and it will be removed. Fur-
ther thar this, oo violeace, even of open war, will
induce Parliament to go, or the people to sanction
i's going .

This admission and this assertioa from an enitome
of the gpirit of Britis Jegislation, and of the ¢ sane
tioo’ of the British people in the governmnt of {re-
lane from geceration to ganeralion, and from age io
age.

[a the year 1780 one of the greatest men of modern
times, addressing the citizaes of Bristol, gave them
the following sketch of the dizposition of Parliament
to go, and of ‘the people to sanction- its going.’-—~
Thesubject was the question of Trish trade ; and,
sfter dascribiog the concessions of Eogland as * not
the galutary provisions of wisdom aad foresight, but
things wruag from u3 by the crael gripa of a rigil
necess’ty, -after describing these firgt conceasiong—
«8 you have descpibed the very last—as *being
mangled and gtripped of th2 parta that were neces-
asry to make ont the just correspondence and coa-
oexion of the two countries .... and therefore of no
5ge,” e went oo to 8ay : -

¢ What was the copseqrence? The whole king.
dom of [reland was in o fame, Threatened by for
eizners, and, a3 they thought, inanlied by you, they
reeolved, at ooce, to regist the power of France, and
to cast ¢ff yours. As for a°, we were able neither'to
protect nor to restrain them. Forty thousand men
were raized and diaciplined withont commmssion from
the Orown.... Ia this unezampled state of things,
which the leagt error, the least ‘trespass to tho right
or left, would have hurried into am abgss of blood
and confasion, the people of Ireland deminded a
freedom of trade with arms io their hands.... The
British Parliamsut, iz & farmer Session, frightened
ioto a Jimited concession by the menaces of Ireland.
frightened out of it by the mensces of Eogland, wes
vow frightened back agais, aod made an universal
surrender of all that had been thought the peculiar,
regerved, nucommuaicable rights of Bagland ...,
No rcgorve, no exception, no debate, no discuszion
A sndden light broke in upon ug ell, It brokein,
vot through well contrived and well disposed win-
dows, but throagh flaws and breaches, throngh the
yawalng chaams of cur ruin~ We ware tanght wis-
dom by humiliation. No town in England presumed
to have & prej :dice, or dared to mntter a petition,—
What was worse, the whole Parlinment of Eogland,
which retaised anthority for nothing but surrenders,
wad despoiled of every shadow of superiptendence.
It was withont qualification, deuled iz theory wsit
wa3 trampled upon in practice.’

I can add nothing to this vivid picture of English
legialation before the Union. The assertion of galf-
government by the irish people followed, and ter-
mioated the firat act of the great drema of Britlsh
governmsnt for [reland in modern times.

1and was only allowed & few years of tiial, when
¢ Zngland wrested from us in a mnment of our weak
aeas that which we had extorted from her in n meo
ment of our virtue.! Duriog those few years what
were the effecty of that experiment in the aocinl and
wmaterial progress of [reland ? I will not enter into
the gloomy regiou of statiaties in proof of our mate-
rial progresa; bat there ia one fact ton brilliant and
glorious to be denied or evaded 'An American cor-
respondect-on Irish politics. writing to yen from the
congenisl meridian of St Petersharg, informs you
that nothing can be more like than the characters of
the Catholic Irish and the Poles; nothing mors sim-
il.ar than toe history of the twa nations nnder Rus.
sian and Boglish rule. I will not question tbe truth
of the comparlson between the two Governmenta

* Qui Baviam non odit, amet tua caruios, Masi!
But there is one phrase in your correspondent’s letter
which capa the climax of his comorchensive iguo-
ranca. ° Poland,’ he saye, ¢ has produced fewer great
mer than even [reland.! Duriag the balf ‘century in
which Ireland was angaged in ber stroggle for inde-
.pendence, and in its fruition. there lived a greater
namber of illosirions men of Irish birth than any
country ever produced, ot of tha.eame mumber of
edusated men, since the days of Atkens. Io the Sen-
- ate Burke, Sheridao; Grattan, Flood azd Plunket.
At the bar Plaoket, Bashe and Carran, In the
ravks of literature Sheridan, Goldswitb, and Moore
But a few yearsago the two last survivers of *this
race of giavts were the two greatest enhjicts ia Eu.
ropus— Wellington and O’Connell. These are re-
cords that no interpolator can falsify —these are stat-
igtics that no ingesnity can distort.

.The national experiment of geif government in Ire-
land, which in 80 short a time bad brought forth eo
‘much gening And g0 much glofy, cyme to en end in
the year 1808, and ‘Bogland undertnok again to try
the experiment of governing Ireland..” The Krat ques-
tion that hag to bs considered 15,—~Has that experi-
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. -ipce then the bistory of this experi

bibited one l:mnmtbormusy record of ger;:;i:l(]eies- ox-
igmominjous corcession—a’ denial of ¢y, B‘:?l'nud
??‘f.'ﬂ“’-?“ p(‘ wisgdom aod foresight; coucea‘lif,;?, .
sit;-' e rog it by the cruel gripe of a tgid negag,

On my part [may claim the merit, if o
of giving a full tria} to that experiment. = [ repyp;
oat of publio life for yoars ratber tian coum&mei
advocate a repesl of the Union, of the ncceaiem 0
axp-dianpy of which I was not thun convince&lty o
my election contests io 1845 and 1847 I wag ln
cnpsiderabla cost, which [ might have nvoidedpm fo
small eoncession of my convicticns The ﬁ;stby 8
I ever spoke in Parliament was oo a Ooercfo ”r.u'e
in the deb te on which 8ir Robert P.e} madgn Biv,
a.npue.x:ed to me a very remarkable declarm‘Wb“
Bpeshing of Mr, Sharman Urawtord, angd of th:ann N
sure of tenant-right which be bad preposed, be . e

] asgent to the jastice of the principie whﬂd"
uoderstand bim to eontend for [ think ¢p ltch !
tenant, particnlarly in Treland, where he hag t: bthe
expenses which the tenaat in this esuntry dne e
Jbaar,—~I admit that the tenant wbo hag impmni oot
vroperty has a just claim for comvensation g ‘ _tte
the owner of the land. - BatIam ncimm
fuine enongh to bope that the best devised ey orey
can tall immediately o the pressnt conditiop Or!!;res
la.u'i, or can relieve us from the daty of takiog 1m .
diate steps with respect to sssassigation & dme-
conapiracy of assagsins.’ . nd the

On the faith of that dectaratior, which
obtain the general Assent of the House, nga which
rogarded as an understanding hetween the Lplpl I
fare and the people of Irelacd that ilm'uediene'lgrtsi ”
for the repression of outrrge would be follnv::sf-!det‘;a
‘ salutary provisions of wisdowm ard foresight fop th
redress of arisvances out of which onirige roge f
gpakn and voted in favor of the prel’minary mengy
of repression, By my vote I incuired the digas :re
hation of 8 majorily of my consrituents, white .forpe‘;:
preesing & bope that measores of relief w:;nld ag«
compsny coerion, I incurred ecornful censures which
you may rsmember, and which [ think you will neyw
co;fesa I d;d not deserve.

2 remedial messures followed, but ¢ '
rebellion’ did. Parlisment wags. éalled f;ggefodgsﬁ
pend the Habeas Qorpns Acr, 804 Tam ashamed 19
confess that [ still adhersd to the shemefu! experis
ment of trusting to Imoerial legislstion, [ voteq for
the snspension of the H.bess Corpuy Act. Ietatéd
that 1 did so in the full reliance that peace wonld be
tp; hemiéi of jstice, 1 was agsin cenaured by both
gides, and, as 1 am now compel it wi
perfect justica pelled to admi, wish

Ta 185.0 the Qneen visited Ireland. She found ug
steeped in poverty to tha very lips, but in thar poverty
sbe found a wealth of welcome. A gallant and
chivalrous people recognized the truly Royal virtoeg
aod graces of an illastricus lady, even tiough ¢ the
emerald gem of the Western world’ was get in her
Orown. If you will refer to your colomaos at that
period you will find that you hiled the welcome snd
farewell that the Queen receive) at Kingstown as a
pledgs of peace snd reconcilintion between the two
countries,

What war the message of reciprecal goodwill that
wag presented to Ireland by Parliament and the Eng-
lish peopls in retura for the olive branch that the
dove of England had brosght back to the atk ? ¢ The
Bcclesiastieal Titles Bill.” A Bill of pains and pen-
alties againet the religion of the Irish people—passed
by Parliament and ‘sanctiozed’ by the English
peopls -~ with a usiversal outpoaring of iatolerent
bate, expressive of the wyorst passiona that ¢ Jarken
the human resson snd harden the humsu henrt!
Lot any jnst manp -pre3 an hosest jndgment on the
expressions of public opininn in Englsnd at that
time, from the ecurrilous follies of thoe Bench of
Bichops do #u to the burning ia effizy nf the Bleeaed
Mother of God in the haahen towas ot Eogland, and
say whetber it would be reasonable to ask the [rish
peopla to gay, with the poer, that—

*We loved her the more when we heazd
¢ Such tenderzess fall from her tongue.

B-ut the resoonrces of our eadeavonr to try the ex-
periment of Imperial legislation were not yet exhaust-
ed. The people of ireland in 1852 returced to -
Par.lmment a body of representatives pledged to tho
policy of ‘independeat opposition.” That i3 to ssy,
that,regarding the existing Qhurch Establishment aod
land laws of Ireland aa the moat promioent features
of migrule in that country, they pledged rbemselves
to give n constitutional opposition in Parliawent to
#very Government tbat might refuse to grantan
tquitable settlement of these questions Tbe Oatholic
peopls of Irelafd, from one end to the other, agroed
to guapend every other mode of protest, and give obe
more conatitaticnal iriel 1o the experiment of mperial
legislation  In furtherance of that otj:ct Mr. Ser-
jeant Shee introduced a Bill into Parli-ment for the
amendment of the land laws; and, io the utterauce
of_a. * vox clamantis in deserto’—as Mr, Gladstone has,
with almost wconceivable profani'y, desigaated the
precarsors of his owa impersonation of a political
Mesgiah - [ myself ventured to propose & motion upot
the Irish Oburch Eatablishment, Mr Brjeant Stes’s
motion was met by a series of fraudulent professions
aad pratences on the purt of successive Governments;
and, in the discuesion of tha [rish Church qnestion
in the House of Qomtone, Lord Jubn Russell, oo
the part of the Goveramest of the day, - reterriog 19
some observations of mine on the abolition of pralsCy
in Seotland —~suggestively remarked that when the
Trish people showed the game amouant of hosnlity 10
the Established Church that tke Scotch had displayed
in resigting the prelacy—that fa to say. ag soon 88
they had cut the throat of the archbishop,—it would
be (Ime to consider their national grievance!

On the failure of Mr, Serieant Shee's Bill [ pergaal-

erit it e,

appeered 1g

‘ed the ‘ Tenaant Leagne’ and the tenant farmers

Ireland to consent to 8 modiBieation of their claims
and in their bame I brought & BIll into the Hoase of
Commons more moderate in ita provisi>ns than the
coming government is at all lilely to be ; end intro-
duced it in & speech which, for me, was aimitted (0
be characterized by great moderstion. It was read
s gecond time by & conaiderable majority, bat wek
prevented, by Lord - Palmerston's special interposi=
tion, from' beiog even copsidered in committee.
do not wish to embitter or complicate this important
sabjeot by any refarence to the mnde fn which tbe
policy of ‘ independeat oppositioc, the iast trial of
Parlistnentary government, in which the Irish perple
bave placed their faith; was resisted by tha people®
enemics, and bet:ayed by thoze whose hands wer®
¢in the eame dish” with the people. The people
have borge their cross, and are waiting ‘the resur
rictian ’ )
From thot time forth they have 1 st sll faith in
gelf aeeking friendd aa well'as in ga!lizh enemies, ap
1rust to pothing but ¢ God snd their right;' 10 ﬂ";
thing, but the resources of their owa manhood, 80
the opportunities that Providence and cironmst_nnc;:
‘may place at their disposal, Out of a true faith, !
the one and a false'calculation of the other ! The ’l']‘_
.nian insurreotion’ was brought forth, and died atill=.
bora., . In.the sama true faith, and. .in & oonvis ‘
relisnce.on t3e justice of Ite cauge and tbe streaf

of its opportunities,”tha national organization
now reigus in !rek'n'd will work out the destioy ©



