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first train thathad gone West since the flooding of
the Platte River, and consequent great wash out of
the R. R. Foriles wearept along at about three1
miles an hour, over a road laid on the prairie with-c
out ballast, (nly a temporary track)-parallel to the
old road, and witnessed the destruction caused by
ice and water. Track torn up, ties, strimgers,(
and trestle-work of bridges lay scattered about thet
prairie, some of the rails bemsg bent almost double%
by the force of the ice, large blocks of which stilir
lay araundand one house in particular had the front>
door covered with an immense block about 2o feeti
feet square, and betwreen two and three feet thick.1
The damage done was rmcendous. However, a kindt
Providence brought us saficly through.'

Next morning, (Monday) ie awoke on the Akali1
Plains of Nebraska, and saw hundreds of cattle1
lying on the prairie dead through starvation, orc
drowned by the floods. Some lying alone, othersf
in droves of fromi o taSo 5 n a clump.1
These Alkali Plains are the deserts of North
America. But on Tuesday we passed through'
some of the finest and most magnificentt
scenery on the Continent-through Echo Canyon.,
After having passed the sumnit of the Rockyt
Mountains, down grades and around curves, whichz
are startling to sonie people, mile after mile of
down-grade, without steanm, past Table Rock, Blackf
Buttes Church, Buttes Steamboat Rock, represent-c
ing exactly the bow of a large steamboat, on toa
Pulpit Rock, where Brigham Young preached hisj
first sermon in Utah.

No amount of reading can give any idea of the
perils, dangers and hardships through which those
hardy exiles passed to reach their promised land at
Salt Lake.y

But on we rushed, view after view, panorama
after panorama, opening ta our enchanted eyes,E
sometimes in narrow defiles with the cliffs towering&
to the skies on cither side, almost darkening the
scene. Again, coming into daylight, on a flat, witht
mountains on ail sides, whose tops were covered1
with snow, whilst at the foot, Mormons and Gen-1
tiles were ploughing and sowing. Again, through
a rocky defile, side by side, with a rushing moun-
tain torrent which in some places seemed to be an
indiscriminate mass of water, trees and rocks tum-
bling, rolling, grinding and cashing together; on
and on past the Devil's Slide, the Witches' Rocks,
a cluster of rocks standing alone like woman
figures, one in particular, called Dolly Varden
Rock, and most appropriately so named, for being
a conglomerate it exactly represented the motley
color of that fashion of a few years ago, and the;
action of air and water had moulded it into a per-i
fect representation of a lady of that period standing
with her back to the railroad, long train, and pannier |
complete. On again, past roaring torrents, espe-
cially the defile called Devil's Gate, a truly fearful
place where the railroad crossed the torrent by an
iron bridge of a singular span, and as we stood at the
door of the baggage car it nearly tookour breath, but
on we rushed, no time to stay, and after passing
through Wiber Canon, arrived at Ogden, the June-
tion for Salt Lake City, I should have liked ta go
and see the old Mormon Tabernacle and the new
Temple, our own Church, schools, and other build-
ings, and ta have seen the indefatigable and zealous
Bishop Tuttle, but time was short, and so I had to
go straight on. Leaving Ogden at 7 p.m., wre skirt-
ed the edge of Sait Lake for several miles, but
night coming on, we went to sleep, and next day
ire passed through some desolate plains here and
there rendered fruitful by irrigation. The land is
good, but barren through drought, but it only wants
water, and where it has been brought from the
mountains, or obtained through artesian welis, the
desert literally blossons, and a green oasis of grain
and vegetables delights the eye. Night again, and
when morning dains, what a change appears, no
more rushing torrents, or arid, barren plains-all is
green and such a lovely green as I have never seen
since I left the old, old home in the green Isles of
the Sea. We seemed to b passing through an
almost boundless old English park, with its smooth
velvet turf, and though we missed the ancient elms
and beeches, their place was well supplied by um-
brageous live oaks; flowers of every hue met the
eye on every side, and the railway for miles was
bordered by a bed of esdh/zia cai(fornica, with
their bright gold ordeep blue. Nor was the change
less discernable on the breakfast table-salad, as-
paragus, firesh strawberries, whetted the appetite.
Such was our entrance into the Valey of the Sacra-
mento River in California.

On arriving at Sacramento City we had another
proof of a Kind, Ever-watching Providence over
us. One of the axies of the sleeping car I occupied
was discovered ta be cracked. Had it broken out-
right, probably not one of the passengers in that
crowded car would have escaped death. More
than one heart sung its «Te Deum' that mornming.
On, still on, through a lovely couintry, well cultivat-
ed, through orange graves and rice patches, grain
and mots, ail:I6 TiEisg lu±u-4nt,- and ý romising a'
bountiful harvest, and ait'3 pi m. on Thussday, April
îth, we arrjved at än - rä¶igï . The party I
hsadjainedoi thejouhre, e Mr.?Rbg'rda, one of the
Engineers of the Canada Pacific, who,' with bis
staff, Was goîng totlWrific 'énd.ôf i tseuline ta
survey the route, and-expected ta meet the suivey-
ors stiting from Battleford . abdut August. Tis
gentleman;was da.old ;friend from Faribault,
Minnesota,sowewent tdgethéertolhePalace Ho-
teL The b:ilding occupies a. whole .square, and
with kitchens, &c., contains over aond thausand
rooms, including 89 o-bed and sitting rooms. y

time till Sunday (the day of sailing) vas, spent in
looking after my goods, previaously sipped via1
Panama, mnaking necessary purchases, viewisg the
city, &c. I owe much pleasure ta the kindness of
Mr. Richardson, agent for the Lord Bishop of i
Honolulu, Bishop Kip, and the clergy of the city.
On Sunday forenoon I had the pleasure of isteningi
to tht Rev. Dr. Beers, and the portion of the ser-i
vice allotted ta me was celebrant at Holy Com-i
munion. At 4 p. m. I went on board the S. S.
City of New York, and at 4.30 she slipped ber
moorings and I entered on my passage across thei
Pacific Ocean ta the Sandwich Islands. We passed
through the Golden Gate by daylight, and when
we woke in the morning all trace of land had dis-1
appeared, and we were on the Pacific Occan, anti
pacifc indeed it was all the way, not a sea large
enough on the whole passage to render it dangerous
for a small row boat, with ladies for its crew andi
passengers, though there was a long sweil running
fron the nor-west which caused some of the
"weaker vessels," male and fenale, either ta avoid
the table or ta give baick their food ta the fishes;
but the majority (I amongst tie number), enjoyed
their 5 meals per diem, i. e., coffee or tea and bread
and butter or crackers at 6 a. n., breakfast 8, lunch
at noon, dinner at 5.30, and coffet, &c., at 9 p. m;
fruits, dried, and bananas, oranges, &c., in abun-
dance. The table, sleeping arrangements, &c., of
the Pacifie Mail Line are admirable, good ships,
gentlenanly officers, and steady, well disciplined
crews. We thought we were specially favoured;
our Captain (Seabury) was an old Salt, net certainly
a kid-gloved ladies marn, but one who, whilst
pleasant and agreeable te a// his passengers,
neglected no minutia of his duty. Of the first and
second'officers, engineer and surgeon, I can only
say they were the right men in the right place and
gentlemen in company.

On Tuesday evening, there was a death on board,
the father of the Rev. W. Cruden, formerly of Pic-
tou, Nova Scotia, who, with his faiily, was going
te Australia. The old gentleman was 76 years old,
ill with dysentery, and very feeble. Tht surgeon,
before leaving San Francisco, told him he could nat
live ta reach even Honolulu, but be said he would
nat be left behind, but accompany his son, whio, I
doubt not, is known ta very many of your readers.
He died at 5 p.m., on Tuesday, April 12, lat- North
33 54, long, West, 13 36. He was buried, or na-
ther consigned te the deep, on Wednesday. At the
request of the captain and the Revd. W. Cruden, I
read the service. The engines were stopped a ro
a. m., the crew and passengers were assembled
amidships; the body, stitched up in canvas, with
ioo Ibs. of lead attthe feet, lay on a board at the
gangway. The morning was beautifully calm and
bright; flags at half mast. 'Twas a solemn time.
The body as it lay there, covered with a flag, was
raised as I proceeded, and at the ivords "We con-
sign his body te the deep, in sure and certain hope,"
&c., a heavy plunge announced that one had left
our small family on shipboard and had "gone
higher." The service concluded, the rumble of the
screw was resumed, the crew and passengers dis-
persed, and as the waves closed over the body, so
seemed ta cease even the ripples of the surface of
our life;-evrything went on as before. And as the
messenger, death, had visited us on Tuesday,
another messenger of Go» visited the ship that
night, and two out of three of the before named
Rev. gentleman's children were stricken with
measles ; and on account of the fatality of this
disease in the Sandwich Islands and Australia a few
years ago, the whole family were put in quaran-
tine on board, and none were permitted to go
near or visit thenm but the surgeon, and when
I left the ship, they were still ill, though not dan-
gerously sa. The modes of passing time on board
ship, flshing fer fish and birds (smaUl albatross),
shuflie board, etc., etc., were al[ enjoyed, antI
sharks, whales, shoals of porpoises, and flying fish,
(some of the latter came ta visit on board, but they
never got back again), kept all hands from ennui.
On Good Friday, we had the Church Service in the
cabin, and on Easter we had two Services, xo a.m.
in cabin, 3 p.m. on the forward deck, and I had
full and attentive congregations. At midnight of
Easter Day, we arrived here, the Health Officer
boarded us with the pilot, and as we had measles
on board, aIl the passengers for Honolulu were put
on easy quarantine, i. e., ta report daily ta the
Health Officer for eight days.

My impressions of Honolulu, its climate, people,
productions, Church, etc., I must keep for another
time, for although I have been here nearly three
weeks, my impressions are not sufliciently matured
ta be submitted as reliable. In a future letter, I
hope to.give sone new, and correct some erroneous
impressions current about the Hawaiin Islands.
With many pleasant recollections of the past with
you and n many of your readers,

I am, My dear GuAwRDI,
Yours in the Gospel,

R. WAINwRIGHT.

SOMETHING OF THE LITERARY RIS-
TORY OF THE BIBLE.

Com/iled by the Curae of YarmoutA

No. HI.
There was am tie, we know, when the whole

amly ofman "vas ofone language and one speecih.'
Whether ortio'arts and sciencès, perhaps already
arred to consderabl perfection before the Flood,
âere for the firée lost with their possessors "athe

Peigty reaters," the people immediately succeeding
the Deluge vere chitly given to a nomadic or
wandering life, selecting, doubtless, tiose tracts of
land where the best pasturage was to he found for
the now once more increasing gocks. "And it
came to pass, as they journeyed from the East, that
they caue across a plain in the land of Shinsar, and
they dwielt there.' Thent tisey coceived the
mighty project of building a city, whose central ob-
ject should be a vast Tower, the top of which
should pierce the clouds. Many cominentatcrs
tell us that these people feared asnother Flood, and
built this Tower so that ihey might find shelter and
safety when it came. This does not appear froms
the story. It was the intention of GOn that man
should "-epenis/' the carth and subdue it ;" the
whole earth, not only a single lisînited portion of it.
Nimrod, however, would be the lcad of a powerful
state, and keep together in one lace a eat and
ever-increasing multitude of his fellow-men, but his
impious designs simîply served Go's purposes, as
seen in the nations of to-day. Suddenly, while the
busy hum of the workmen at their toil rose as usual,
one man asked his assistant for an iniplenent, or
help, in his work, but the other only stared in mute
surprise IHad his companion gone mad? He had
never heard such sousnds before' And on the other
side, another called out in tones that were strange
to boths ; while in the distance there rose ti soîmse
workman's cheery song iwhose words came natusrally
enough to the speaker himisseif, butt which were the
merest empty souînd to those whoi heard I Dousbtless
there was blank amazement in many a face that
day; iot on]y Babel or con fusion reigned, but many
a quarrel, too ; until, secking out cach one his
neighbour who could understand his ivords, the
men, whose very babes lispied the sane foreign
tongue as they, in bands, tuned their backs upon
the accursed place, "and froi tthence did the Lord
scatter thenm abroad upon the face ofi all the carth."

Pentecost was the reversal of Balbel. Gaithered
at jerusalens, while frons Zion's top there rose up
like a mighty colunn towards Ileaven the smoke
of sacrifice and incense, and the still more fragrant
savour of the Ieol5le's prayers, were menei "oui of
every nation under Heaven." And once iore,
"sudden/y" a power came frons Go-before for
punishmient, but now for blessing-and falling upon
the chosen tiwelve, like tongues of fire, enabled them
to go forth and tellI " every man in his own tongue
wherein lue was borni" those "g/adl tidings" which
are for "ail pe/c." It is a matter of necessity
that, if the Revelation from Gosi is to serve its pur-
pose, mcans must be found to erpctuate these re-
suits of Pentecost-the unknown tongue must be
made intelligible, "for if the trtmpet give an uncer-
tain sound, who shall prepare hinself for tUe
battle?"

In the nature of the thing the mastery of the
leamned languages must be confined to coiparatively
few, so that they may read for themselves the Book
of Gon. But what of the nuîtitfdes of races scat-
tered abroad on the face of the carth ? Here and
there in history there have been men who have
been so marvellously endowed by Gos with "tthe
gft of te tongues," that they have been able to
acquire, almost by miracle, a speedy knowledge of
languages and dialects utterly foreign to their oin.
Tie mtost notable instance of this factulty in recent
years has, perhaps, been Patteson, the saintly
and martyr Bishop of Melanesia, whose power was
simply marvelHous. luit such imen are very few,
and this cannot meet the need. And how that
need has been met has already been hinted
at, when we said that the Bible Societies have sent
abroad the Divine word to the world in no less
than ro languages and dialects.

We have already, you may remember, spoken of
one very early translation of the Old Testament
into Greck, called the Septuagint; but the traditions
of the Jews discourage all translation. At the pre-
sent day the Hebrew original alone is read in the
public worship of the synagogues, althoughi many
among the less informed social grades understand
but little, if any, of what is said. And the religion
of Mohametans forbids a change oi the Arabic
Koran into any equivalent renderng, because,-
they say-not only the substance of it is uncreated
and eternal, subsisting in the essence of the Deity,
but the words are "inscribed with a pen of light on
the table of His everlasting decrees."

In glancing, however, briegy at the consistent
manifestation of a different sentiment ever held by
the Anglo-Saxon race, the first observable point is
that while most other versions, ancient and modern,
have been produced by individuals who have un-
dertaken the work single-handed, or in bodies, and
these versions have remained much as they were at
first, the English Bible is the work of successive
scholars, covering a wide space of time, and only
by slow degrees arriving at completion, it may, in
fact, be said ta be in its present form,-I am sure
you will not nisunderstand the expression-a growth
of centuries.

The religion ofi Jcsus was early introduced into
the British Isles. Some of you may remember our
classes upon this subject last year, when we en-
deavoured to bring clearly forward the historic evi-
dence proving the:establishment and existence of
the Saxon Church before Augustine landed i@596.
What copies of the Scripturce were in use among
the early Chistians of England I have, at present,
no neans of ascertaining; but probably they were
the Greek and the Vdus Sta/a. Augustine, of
course, would bring.with the. Vulgate, as if is çôam-
smoly caBed, a of which, if our papers do not
become too e'Igthy, I will give a: bntef account by-

and.bye. Iis, however, bcing in Latin, would bc
within the reach only of the mu re educated. Withl
the pious intention of keeping alive sanie at Icast of
the truths of Holy %%'rit in the minds of the con-
mon people, Crdmon, of whom Bede speaks sa
highly, a monk of Whi:by, wrote a metrical work on
the Creation and the Fail of Man, the atories of the
Flood, and of Abraham and Mies, etc. Alfic and
Onn, at different periods, wrote compilations froi
the Sacred Books, putting them iini their own worns.
These art men:tioned here only because they, no
doubt, did something ta keep these truthis within
the reach of those who could instrnct others.

(To be' uvnri.)

"Notes for Confirmation Classes," No, "III.,
will appear im our next issue.

&ornspo11btnqe.

Tt co/umns y' TuE Cujîtun GUAntaIÂN eù/i,
befrer open t I/i ucw, ma wis tI use trmtl;, n<'
mattrr-what tr wnrter's ries or opinions iay' 6<';
but objeclionable/personal /anguag, or d.'ctrins
contrary t, therd/ understod trching if ric
Chureh, w ri// bcn't 6c admitted.

l'HE BIBLE.

(To the Eiors of theChurclh (unrlian.
Ssks,-As you have callcd the attention of your

readers ta the l9terary -listory of tie Bible ils
CHuRcit GARIiiAN 26th May, I shall be obliged
for isfonnition on the Septuasgit version.lI kw
does Mr. Shreve accosîns for tise dissimilarity tic-
tween the Greek and Hebrew texts? I assume
tat Mir. S. has compared them.

281h May. CoH:x.

LAV LFSSN ESS.

(luu[lie isers of the Church Guanlian,)
Sins,-Clergy are sent ta ta prison for "lawless-

ness," so-called, who labour incessantly in their
holy work. Give your readers the oppcrtutiiy tof
seeng what sort of "Ilawlessness' is allowed pet
contra by publishing tise followinsg:

"Fronm the nevw edition of Maekeson's Guidelserr
seems te b but ene church of the S8o in and
around London whiere onirning service is not held
every Sunday-St. Mary Magdalense, East lan,
Essex. A correspondent, formserly Churchwarden
for several years, draws our attention to this, and
adds, 'Not only are the morning services reduced
to once a month, but the Litany is now only red
once a year, and this in a fine old parishi churchs
with 300 sittings tnot 5a as stated in the Guide),
and a double chancel, situate in the midst of a
large population, with a tithe commutation exceed-
ing £,ooo, and no other church within a mile."
-London Guardiani, APri/ 7/r.

I know not if he be still Vicar, but in j878, ac-
cording ta Bonoorth's Ciergy Diredo> y, the Vicar
was S. Harvey Reynolds, M. A., Oxon, Priest of
1864.

1 never sav a Ritualistic service, and I have fre-
quently worshipped in churches with "thrce-deck-
ers" and "'Varsity gown," but I do like

FaIR-PLAv.

THE UNBAPTIZED.

iTo the Editors of the Church Guardian)

Sins,- think that in your reply to your corres-
pondent from this Province, as to whether persans
not baptized can be elected Chnrch Wardens and
Vestrymen, you' have fallen into an error. The
Gentral Act in this Province regulatingthe election
of Church Wardens and Vestry is Chap. 17 iof the
i Revised Statutes. The electors, by Sec,.5 of that
Act, are "Use pewholders, or lessees of pews, in any
Parish Church or Chapel of Ease cor.nected ther-
with ;" and the persans qualified for election as
"such Church Wardens and VeEtrymen" are merely
required "to be pewholders in the said Church or a
Chapel of Ease connected therewth, and resident
in the Parish or one adjoining thereto." The only
requiremerts, therefore, are, that they be pew-
holders and residents in the Parish or the one ad-
joining thereto; and their being baptized is no more
a requirement with them than with the electors. This
is still more obvious by Section 6, which provides
for the election. a Church Wardens and Vestry
when the sittings in the Church are free. In this
case the provisions are that the persans qualifled
to votefor and te eected Church Wardens- and Vés-
try are t nbmale persans of the age of twenty-one
years and upwrards, resident in the Parish in which
such Church is situated, who shall have been for at
least six months of the,;year preceding the election
sfated hearers and affendants at the worship in the
said Church, or sane Chapel of Ease connected
therewith; and shal, at thc time of th' election,
produeè a receipt <romn the Church Wirdens and
Vestry o the said Church for' tbe paynient of the
surn of twenty shillings or upwards in aid of the
fundi of the said Church for the yea preceding
the day of election. S, in the qualification for
Churth Wardens and Vestrymen, you wil perceive
that Baptism inot included.

Yours, etc.,

St.John, N. B., 30th May, t88r.


