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SUPPLEMENT TO0 THE CHURCH,

OF JULY 9, 1847.

A CHARGE

DeLivereD to the Clergy of the Diocese of Toronto, at the
Visitation, in June, 1847, by Joux, Lord Bishop of

|
of Toronto. |
[coONCLUDED. ] |

Such is a very faint outline of the nature and coustitution |
of the Church of God and her ministry, of which great num-
bers of nominal Christians speak so lightly, and we have dwelt |
the longer upon the subject, because we consider the disregard
of the Sacramental character of the Church, and the rejection
of the Episcopate, to be the most fruitful source of division
among Protestants. Nor can we look for any thing like an
approach to real union among them, till the Episcopal govern- |
ment is restored. For this, among many other important |
reasons, the sacred character of the Church,—the body of’
Christ,—her divine authority and Apostolic succession ought
to be prominently brought forward in our addresses to our
deople, as constituting her claim to their care and obedience.
If we never teach the Apostolical commission of the Church,
why should we be suiprised should our people think her an |
Institution of earth, an instrument or creature of the State 7— |
Under such neglect, the next generation, thus left in igno- |
rance of the true nature and character of the holy Catholic |

gbeurCh’ will become more Dissenters than Churchmen, and 1
. oy F 2 e

Church of l‘ln}_{lmul is a distinet society, and, as such, hold
distinctive principles, agreed upon by her R(-fm'me.rs, these | extinetion of Popery, and in the ardent hope of such a ter-
she must continue to maintain, in order to secure her Itegrity  mination let us engage boldly in the conflict
and efficiency. the able journal from which I am quoting,

It was the duty of the founders of our Chureh to provide this fair admission of the object aimed at on both sides : but
the people with a repository of Seriptural truth; and this _ ) i L 4t il
they did by the compilation of the Book of Common Prayer,  rances of Rome’s tolerant and amicable disposition.”*  This
which confains the essence of the Gospel in the form of deveo. pernicious bill was opposed by that invaluable fricnd to the
tional compositions. But this was not of itself a sufficient ' Church, Sir Robert Inglis. = He proved in an able and
protection from erroneous doctrine and lmfetical perversion ; hlmi.nmls speech, that the ’Blll was one of a series of measures
against these provision is made in the A-rt,.lcles, wlnc_ln are to tending to ur.n-l.’roteimnt!zo lun;.v;l_and, and to degrade !In'
be used as an antidote against special religious mulafdle_s such  Church; and it is delightful to think, that on that oceasion
as the corruptions of Romanism, and the errors of I_)lsscuc; his opposition was snlcc-¢>§sf||l, and that the measure was thrown
both of whicli existed at the period of the Reformation, and out. Doubtless Lord Surrey’s speech was of some assistance
are more than ever rife and vehement at the present day;

Al suys

in producing this result; but we are indebted for it chiefly 1o
and these safeguards provide that noth‘ing shall be taught oy 3 :\.‘ir Robert lnglif, to w'hom.t,lnc'Cln.lrch owes so m.uch. "l‘lwro
people by their Ministry which shall in the smallo.st degree is always something refreshing in hxs. s]n-cche.f; with a fearless
vitiate or nullify the Book of Common l_’ruyer; wl.nch, when l_nfnesty and cmnplote.know'k:(lgc of the Suh‘yv.ct, they never
rightly and devoutly used, puts them in possession of the 1 fail to cmmn;.u»ld attention.  They have also a piety nn(! purity
whole conneil of God in the redemption of man, and together | of object which are well calculated to make a suluta‘ry impres-
with the Aricles, are sufficient to secure all fundamenta] ' sion.  Were a very few such men in the .Iluuso of (_‘,umumns
truth, and exclude every possible error. But as we are sur< | the Church need be under no zq‘)nrclwnswns;‘ and indeed as
rounded by enemies who seek the destruction of our Church, it is she.ls daily becoming more alive to t,l_m fzur,_htul (|IN(“l:l.l‘g‘(§
it is of the atmost importance that every one of our Clergy, | of her high and holy functions. I dealing with Romanism
who is rcsg‘msﬂ)ig for the creed of his flock, should be sure i and Dm-_s‘vﬂt, we makf- use of nrach die sarme 'm’r“mtmgﬁ
oFika - belief; and not only be able, when | there will be some difference in the mode of their apphication.

e B s e N wrowe i
that to believe in the holy Catholic Apostolic Church, has
been part of the creed in all ages—that she is the spouse and
the body of Christ—that she is mentioned nearly one hundred |
times io the New Testament—we may infer the guilt of those ;
who do not again and again impress upon the people that she |
is their protector, their consolation, their true home, and their |
mother in Christ, and that it is no less important to know and
believe in her than in the other articles of the Christian faith, |
for she is the appointed witness and dispenser of them all.— |
Soon after the day of Pentecost the Apostles, by virtue of |
their Divine commission, went and taught all nations, teach- |
ing every where the same thing, and every where leaving the
same government by Bishops; and the body of Christians so |
converted, and living in different parts of the earth, was called |
the Church, and was every where in perfect peace and unity, |
branch with branch, all over the world. This was the beauti- ‘
ful model which our Reformers had before them, and upon |
which they formed the Church of England. We have, there-
fore, the Church of the Apostles among us in all her purity
of doctrine, discipline, and order. You see her before you in |
her full efficiency at this moment. As she was of old, so is |
she now, the witness of the truth, not only as commissioned |
by our Lord to preach the Gospel, but also in her profession |
of th.e true faith, as maintained in her Creeds and Articles, |
and in her P rayer Book and Catechism, as the instructor of
the people and trainer of youth in the way they should go.

Now, my brethren, we are the lawful Ministers of this |
Church, selected and sent out to impart her blessing and pri-
vileges to this great country, and to teach our people the
W]]"le truth, as it is in Jesus, not however according to any
private views which any may unhappily entertain, but in ac-
cordance with the system of the Church herself; which, after
honest and deliberate inquiry, with prayer, we believe to be
the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth. Every
Clergyman of the Church ought to consider the doctrines
contained in our Articles, Creeds, and Common Prayer Book,
not merely the voice of our Church, but of the Church Catho-
lic, and as fixed doctrines, like the axioms of geometry, from |
which we have no liberty in the smallest degree to depart.

But here it may be asked, why impose such a complicated
system of belief on a youthful Divine? The contents of the
Thirty-nine Articles and Book of Common Prayer involve

subjects of the deepest importance, re(zluiriug the study of
many years and whiek <Vel 1 tnav ume, e greaest imner=
leets are un’able + ¢Xhaust. Now we answer, we believe in

the inspirati-* of the Holy Scriptures, because we have been
taught + velieve it by those we love and esteem, and in whose
abikaes and iearning we can safely confide, for thus has it
ever be<h, and ever must be, in the Church of God, and such
1-1ps have ever accompanied revelation, as a reference to the
Bible will abundantly prove.

In the same manner, we require a belief in the Articles and
Prayer Book. Not that we place them and the Scriptures on
an equal footing ; but by so believing, we are obeying a law
wisely given us in our present imperfect condition, without
which all things would fall into inextricable confusjon. It is
a voluntary deference to our instructors and to what we believe
to be the higher mental endowments of others. The Prayer
Book, being invested with the highest authority, professes to
be a true summary of the doctrines and practices of Chris-
tianity, and, in deference to this authority, it is thus received
by all who feel themselves unable to trace out the necessary
proofs. A subscription, therefore, to the truth of the Serip-
tures, and the Articles, and Prayer Book, is in general made
upon the same principles, and in obedience to one of the most
useful and imperious laws of our moral constitution. That
the unlearned should depend upon the learned, whether minis-
ter or others, for religious knowledge, is not an ordinance of
man, but of God, and our natural condition. Of the advan-
tage of possessing such formularies, and requiring subscrip-
tion to them, there can be no doubt, when it is considered that
none can be safely admitted to be a teacher of Christianity in
any Christian society, who does not affirm his belief in the
ﬁg'::zt:n Sl::ripgures, although many parts of them are beyond
niotis ar‘;r?‘reensmn' But as opposite Interpretations and opi-
P— l;lue_ntl_y founded on the same passages of Scrip-

Oy A o scrlgu?n must be farther defined, for 2 Socinian
subsicr}bes to a belief in the New Testament, hence every
Christian society must define Christianity.  This much is
absolutely imperative, that the younger may know its essen-
tial doctrines, and not be left victims to their own unfurnished
minds, and imperfect information, and weak judgments, upon
points of doctrine, rites, and discipline. 'l]‘hus, some such
documents as our Articles and Prayer Book may be proved
to be essential to the existence of Christianity. On this prin-
ciple of conviction our Church has acted. She professes to
take all her religious belief from the Scriptures. When a
a candidate for the Christian Ministry comes forward, he is
asked, what are his opinions of Christianity? He replies, that
he believes the Christian Scriptures. He is farther asked,
will you subscribe to the Thirty-nine Articles and the Book
of Common Prayer? Does he hesitate, he is told that it is
reasonable that he should confess to their truth, because they
define the creed of the society of which he is desirous to be-
come a member, and that, as a teacher, he must be prepared
to teach only what they contain. Now, it may be asked, what
is the meaning and value of such subscription? We answer,
that though, in all such cases, the attention of the candidate
has been doubtless honestly and prayerfully turned to the
subject, yet the true value of his subscription at this early age
arises from his conviction of the judgment, learning, and piety
of others, his parents, sponsors, and the Church, by her Minis-
try. It is one of the most beautiful exhibitions of faith— the
highest act which the reason of the individual is capable of
giving. He feels, from the testimony of those whom he
reveres, that the Prayer Book is the gathered wisdom of ages,
and, like the Scriptures, requires more from our faith than
from our knowledge. In fine, subscription to the truth of the
Articles and Prayer Book may, in general, be considered as ‘
grounded jointly on knowledge and faith, trusting that when |
time and study, with thought and experience, have matured |
the judgment, this faith, to which we have subscribed, will be |
completely justified and confirmed with more full knowledge. |
Hence a latitudinarian or qualified subscription, which some |
desire, can neither be admitted nor defended. Subscription |
to the truth of certain definite doctrines is required, because |
no society can be held together, without it.  As therefore the ,

i

~and Book of Common Prayer.

| had been indulged ip by some, of the authority of the | from the fact that no two opinions will be-foun( among them

occasion requires, to give a reason of the llope that is in him, | We hold, from our Cl_mrch, the true fuit!u: we possess the
but be prepared to remove the scruples which may at any | ancient Creeds, the Articles, and the Bonlf of Common Prayer;
time disturb the members of his congregation. Never was | Which are all fmmf_ie«l on Seripture, and m perfect accordance
there a time when this was more necessary than at the present; With the belief of the Catholic Chureh in her purest days.
for holding the truth between Romanism and Dissent, it These we justly assume as axioms or first principles, and,
behoves us to be well acquainted with the weapons of defence standing upon them as an impreguable foundation, we protest
supplied by the Church to silence and repel them both. Now | against the Church of Rome because she adds to the faith the
these weapons are most abundantly furnished in the Articles inventions of men, and hides and confines it by her many
’L‘Urruptions; and we protest against Dissent, because it cuts
away some of the most essential verities of the Gospel. Thus
! | protesting against Romish superstition, and Dissenting anar-
In speaking of the Roman Church we have to remark tlat, chy, the Church is odious to both; and, though hating each

First, of Romanisa.

s ireply, that our belief is the struggle will terminate in thc[ Baptismal Regeneration,”

[ men been anxious to remain in her
“that we ask is | make her formularies to square with their own private notions.
' We really think that no fair, no straightforward dealing, can
hitherto it has been attempted to cajole us with bland assu- | get rid of the conclusion, that the Church holds what is called

says the Rev. Mr. Melvill,* “would
| never, we must venture to think, have been disputed, had not
communion and vet to

Baptismal Regeneration.  You may dislike the doetrine, you
may wish it expunged from the Prayer Book ; but so long as
I subscribe to that Prayer Book, and so long as T officiate
according to the forms of that Prayer Book, 1 do not see how
I can be commonly honest and yet deny that every baptised
person is on that account regenerate.” Concurring, as 1 do,
in these observations, it may be useful to remark, that the
doctrine of the Churcly is, that in baptism the penalty attached
to the first transgression is removed, and the sin'furgiven;
but she does not maintain that all baptised persons are by
virtue of this sacrament placed in a path which must of neces-

her doetrine 1s a mixtu!‘e of truth and error; she retains as other, they readily unite for her destruction.  And so it hais
well as we the three primitive Creeds, and thus possesses e ever been the true Church protests against every corruption
fundamentz'tl doctrines of (‘Jh'nstlamty; but she has mixed of error or perversion of the truth, from whatevor quarter it
them up W|'th_s0 much pernicious error, as almost entirely to ' may come; and for this cause the wicked are ever found in
destroy their influence gn the heart and understanding. Tlis combination against her.  "This protesting principle is there-
however shg has. done with so much skill and ingenuity, tht  fore not new, it has been the great and dingerous privilege
for a long‘tlme 1t was not easy to answer the question, wlat ' of ¢he Catholic Church in all ages. In the ancient Church
is Popery? She appeals to her creeds and confessions as it was the peculiar vocation of the Prophets, to bear witness
handed down from the primitive Church, to prove that she  agqinst the idolatry of their countrymen, and to protest against
cannot be corrupt or idolatrous, and thus she succeeds with every deviation from the Law of Moses.  Wlhat indecd was
many in softening down the features of errors which justly ¢he great occupation of the Apostles, but to journey into all
call forth the abhorrence of God and man. But her success Jands protesting against Paganism and disseminating the
in thus multiplying her manifold corruptions is now much truth; of this St. Paul’s whole life was an eminent (-x;:nplo.
more difficult, and cannot so frequently prevail with the He was continually witnessing to the truth and protesting
thinking and serious as before the Council of Trent and the against error.  Thus will the true Chureh ever be found pu;—
publication of the Creed of Pope Pius the Iourth. That téstin(_r; against the corruptions and wickedness of the world,
Council, in certain of its proceedings, which were afterwards ' a st:u{(ling pledge of God’s never-dying love: light to the
embodied in this Creed, pronounced the vagaries: of the | nations buried ity durkiigss. ' Aird nobly has our Chureh dis-
schools, and the dreams of enthusiasts which had been long charged this Loly funetion of the Church Catholie since the
floating in the' Church, f\rticles of Faith. 'Till this was done, | Reformation to'the present day ; standing between Romanisi
such tenets might or might not be held by the members of | 4y dissent, protesting against both as corrupting and destroy=
the Romish Church; but since that time, they must be ing the truth as it was once delivered to the Saints,

believed by all as necessary to salvation. Before the publi- |

cation of this Creed, much of the influence of Rome lay in | 'S‘ecou(l, DlSSEN.’P'

her care not to bring forward, in dealing with persons of  ~ The errors of Dlssen't‘may be all traced to the reckless use
understanding, her corrupt principies, without great mystery of private judgment.  They will admit of no authority what-
and preparation, and when she met with resistance, and was ever to guide or direct them in the niterpretation of Seripture.
anxious to gain the convert, she was ready to modify or | Now it must be confessed, that to su'lmnt our _)udglncl!t to
explain them away, till the substance appeared to l.;w(‘.icoutr?l is dlstustefu! to the car!ml m.md_; and to cut..uﬁ all
evaporated and little or nothing of a dangerous nature seemed | questions by the unlimited exercise of private reason, is very
to remain.  There was certainly a temerity in the promulga-{ seductive and agreeable. It is comfortable, to our fallen
tion of this new Creed, at variance with the habitual caution | nature, to think that we need no other helps than our own
Or tne nomisn Cuuren, ana spe nas rouna v attended with Judgments-no-—guides-but our own wishes and tastes.  But
great embarrassment in her discussions with the Church of  what is not a little remarkable in those who demand such
England. The Creed of Pope Pius the Fourth is clear and ! absolute freedom of judgment in matters of religion is, that
perspicuous, and being an authoritative con(.ie‘nsagion of the | they allow it in nothing else. They would feel as keenly as
principal points on which the two Churches d_lﬂel‘, it hus.\'ery others the :1bsurdity of preferring their own opinion in a com-
much narrowed the controversy and rendered 1t comparatively | plicated question of jurisprudence to that of an eminent law-
easy for our Clergy to guard their l-)e()plc against its fallacies, yer; or in medicine to that of a skilful physician; or in any
The Articles of our Faith are contained in the thrc:c Creeds, | art or science, to those who had carefully studied them. Bug!
which have been in the Church from its purest times; byt }' in tlxeintcrprorutiml of the Seriptures, though perhaps entirely
we receive them not merely because they have been Sanc- | without any literary attainments, totally ig-ﬁur:mt of the origi-
tioned so long by the Church, but because every portion of | nal lallgll;n;;-(,- in which they were at first written, the Dissenters |
them can be clearly proved from Scripture. Now take up [ admit of no master. In the things of time they are willing
the Creed of Pope Pius the Fourth, and ask on what a‘uthurity to defer to those who are deemed competent judges, but in
it stands. It was unknown as a profession of Faith till 1562, | those of eternity they disdain help or interference. 'I'he
so that for more than fifteen hundred years no such articleg consequence is, infidelity, or the denial of some of the prinei-
were eonsidered of importance ; they are couscq.uglltly novel- | pal articles of the Christian Faith. Now we do not blame |
ties, and whatevyer is new in the Christian .rellg'l(_m must he any one for the proper exercise of private judgment; hecause
false, for it wag delivered to the Apostles in all its fulness, | we are commanded to give a reason of the hope that is in us
and the truths it reveals were neither to be addc‘d_ 10 nor | with meekness and fear; and it is our duty to make use of our
diminished. It would therefore be more than sufficient, to | fuculties in the discovery and elucidation of truth. What we
refute this new Creed, that it was till rece.ntly unknown to | hlame is their improper use. The Dissenter admits revela-
the Church; byt it also contradicts the received Creeds, and tion, and yet he proceeds to modify and correet it according to
has no countenance or sanction from Holy Seripture. 1 do | his own views ; and he looks into the Bible, not to learn tle
not feel it Necessary to enumerate to you, my }.n‘ctllr(‘n, the | truth, but whether God is of his opinion.  This was not what
leading principles of Popery as contained in this Creed and the Bereans were praised for by the Apostle, but they were

other documents of admitted authority, because to all of you | commended for examining the Secriptures with a candid and
they are well known; it may therefore suffice to say, t!lat we | honest heart; not for the purpose of controversy, but to see
have no proofs, from Seripture or antiquity, to ascribe infalli- | whegher the doctrines taught them by St. Paul were indeed
bility to the Pupe——to believe in transubstantiation—to offer so, and if they were so, then to obey them. The Churchman
religious worship to departed Saints—to rem‘ler external | finds the great truths of revelation in the three Creeds, and
homage to images—to withhold the cup in the l?uchzlrls£~to he may with great propriety inquire, as the Bereans did con-
believe in Purgatory, and the power to grant indulgences ; cerning the doctrines of St. Paul, whether they are agrecable

and as far as this is a real portraiture of Popery, it has no | to and supported by the Scriptures. The Dissenter, on the
foundation in truth or in the Holy Seriptures.  But however | other hand, takes up the Creeds as human compositions, pays
much we may condemn and abhor their principles, they are | no attention to their antiquity or the authority they derive
not to be refuted by violence and abuse; nor should we | from their long use in the Church of God, and the beljef
permit them to hinder us from doing acts of kindness to their | accorded to them by the most learned, wise, and pious men
adherents, for love is the great law of the Gospel; and we during nearly two thousand years, all of which are strong
may firmly impugn Roman doctrine and yet exercise chris- | presumptive proofs, but explains or rejects them as he hap-
tian charity to its professors.  And after all I am inelined to | pens to interpret the Seriptures to which they refer. Iiven
be.liﬂ\'(‘, that our greater danger and ill(?Oll\'(‘IIi(‘ll(‘O in thisi this much is seldom (l()"(‘, for the Creeds are hy many deno-
Diocese i_s not from Romanism, but from the implacable bit- minations thrown aside as useless lumber. This no doubt
terness of Dissent. The open avowal of the pernicious tenets arises from the fact that they find them a eheck upon private
of Popery at the Council of Trent, and their embodiment in judgment—ghat they place a limit upon rash inquiries and
the form of a (‘r?(-d, the belief of which is declared necessary .cndeavour to give them a salutary direction. Most Dissent-
to salvation, has inflicted a blow upon it from which it can ! 1ng d“”‘)mi"ﬂli("lsa for example, deny the grace of Baptism.
never recover. 1\_'Inrem'er Rome appears still to continue this | OPe bfiptism for the remission of sins, is a doctrine which
bold policy; and instead of endeavouring as formerly to sap they will nog admit, because they do not comprehend the con-
the Principles of her opponents, by bewildering them with nection between the outward visible sign, and the inward Spi-
sophisms and (_‘.\’plaining away her more revolting doctrines, "t‘"“,l grace, hence they stigmatise baptismal regeneration as
she comes publlcly forward with her threats and dennnciations, a N‘.llquo of l’npory. And because they cnnnnﬁ see the con-
and avows her object to be the destruction of the Protestant nexion hetween the water of baptism and the grace of the
Faith. A remarkable instance of this occurred very recently, Spirit, they pronounce it a carnal ordinance, of no other value
which is well worthy recording, and which, while it proves t,han.so far as it is a form of admission into the Church. It is
that Romanism 1S unchangeable, also proves, that we have “"“”"g to them that Christ Limself said, <« l'lxcvpt, a man be
less to fear from its present boldness than its former insidious | POr of water and of the Spirit, he cannot see the kinodom of
proceedings. In the discussion on the Roman Catholic Relief G‘,)d'” '“K‘y demand, like Nicodemus, < how cu; these
Bill, in the HO‘HS(‘ of Commons, on We(lnesday the 14th tl.nng's be 7 Now, although this Article of our Faith is so
April last, the Earl of Surrey, a Roman Catholie, defended ‘d_'s,"““t“f"l to Dissenters and, what is commonly called, the re-
the bill on the general ground of religious freedom ; and in ligious world, yet, when you press the more moderate of them,
the course of lliS‘UhSEPVations, he let fall the followine expres- who are noy r;hionalists, for a distinet opinion concernine its
sions: «He perfectly agreed with the right hon, g‘intlemun nature, it will be found not so much at variance with the
(Sir Robert Inglis), who had just sat down, that the Church | teaching of the Church as might have been anticipated, and
of Rome was antagonistic to Protestantism. It was and it | Warrants the belief that much, if not the whole, difficulty arises
would be so as long as the world stood, or rather, till Protes- { amoNg the honest and well-intentioned, from their using the |
tantism was extinct. e agreed in the anticipation which ' s4me word in different senses. Ihis view is corroborated

Sovereign Punvliﬂ outliving that of the Anglican Protestant | (z‘xuct!y the same, and all will betray a crudeness and Tesita
Church.” ¢« Now this was manly. The noble lord avowed | tion little caleulated to satisfy the humble mind. :
what he considered the true object of the Bill, but abjured in |  How much better to submit to the dgetrine of the Church,
a better spirit the craft and dissimulatidn which others of his | “’]”f'h she has believed and taught through her whole history.
faith employ. He thinks that the end of the struggle now “That the Church of England does hold, and daes teach,
going on will be the extinction of Protestantism. And now

that the object of the struggle is honestly announced, we

* John Bull, 17th April, 1847,

sity lead them to eterval life ; or, that the end of our Christian
calling is accomplished. "The Church does not teach that
every branch engrafted on the mystical body of Christ shall
bear fruit unto everlasting salvation, Many of those who
deny the doctrine of regeneration, so clearly taught by the
Church, are carried away with the opinion that she teaches
that those who are once regenerate must ever continue 8o,
and advanee i holiness ; but this is an error. Bapﬁﬁm,i&the
commencement of a new life, hence it is called @ mew birth ;
but it is not the whole of that new life, and must be sustained
by a livipg taith, w'g»rkillg through love, The gifts and privi-
Ieg.es which it confers may l.»c lost; men may resist and do
resist God, and hold bis grace in |lnrighteuusness; they become
withered branches, though still ateached to the vine; and
this is their condemnation, for the sins of men bnptize,d are
far worse than the sins of the heathen.

There is another principle connected witl the Sacrament
of Baptism, which has been held by the Catholic Church in
all ages, and the denial of which by the Dissenters and others
in modern times has been productive of infinjte evily it is
this: that baptism into the Chureh of God, is the same with
Seriptural election, and that the Catholic Church is the
Chureh of the election; that it is the choosing of individuals
out of the corrupt mass of mankind, into the pale of the visible
Church, with God’s morally acting purpose ard intention
that such individuals as profit by these privileges of election
should finally attain everlasting life. "T'he doetrines of the
New "Testament are not the oftspring of reason, but truths,
revealed by God himself, with his special promise that he
will be with his Church to the end of the world. It is there-
fore of unspeakable importance to know what truths the
Church has really held in all past ages as revealed ; because
this general acceptance, combined with the remembrance of
God’s promise, makes them binding upon us.  Whatever in
our religion is new, must be pronounced false ; and whatever
can be proved by Scripture, and has been handed down from
the Apostles, must be pronounced true. Now it is univer-
sally admitted, that the doctrines respecting predestination
and election, as understood by St. Augustine and afterwards
fearfully carried out by Calvin, was not the doetrine of the
Primitive Church, which estcemed all elected who were
admitted into the Church by Holy Baptism, and therefore that
the Catholic Church at large is” the Chureh of the eleetion,
because it comprehends the whole body or people of the Elect,
gathered individually out of every nation upon the face of the
earth.

The Epistles of St. Paul are addressed to whole Churches,
all the members of which are treated as elect,—all saints,—
all believers,—all a holy priesthood.  If there be sinners
among them, it is maw’s work, or Satan’s work.  But though
treated as elect, their election was not unconditional, much
less irreversible, but an election to visible and corporate prix
vileges.  ‘T'he parable of the net and the tares, and all the
teaching of the Scriptures throughout, declare this truth.—
Those that are received into Christ’s Church, that is, the
baptized, are the elect. God commands the Gospel to be
preached to every ereature, and gives them grace and power
to believe, so that no one will be able to say, at the last day,
“I was not elected, and therefore could not believe;” but the
conscience of every lost soul will constrain him to declare,
*“ God called me, but 1 would not hearken; He stretched out
His haud to me, but I regarded him not; He would that I
should come unto Christ and be saved, but | would not.”—
This appears, from the Seventeenth Article and other places,
to be the doctrine of the Church of England.  She teaches the
predestination of the faithful, and that they shall be endowed
by the Holy Spirit with the grace of obedience, and that all
shall be done for them, that is necessary for their salvation,
by the free merey of, God, and after a life spent in His ser-
vice here, they shall enter into His glory hereafter. The
Article then proceeds to speak of the doctrine as full of sweet,
and unspeakable comfort to all the godly. It then warns
carnal persons, lacking the spirit of Christ, of the danger of
having before their eyes the sentence of predestination, as it
respects themselves, and that it must lead to misery or despe-
ration. The Article then coneludes with one of those gentle
and calm displays of quiet wisdom, which are the glory and
blessing of the Church. Knowing how fruitless it is for man
to speculate on tree-will, election and predestination, as regards
individuals, and having given warning against such a vain
attempt, it reminds us that it is our duty and our wisdom to
take God’s promises for the regulation of ounr lives, as they
are set forth in Scripture, and to leave our eternal interests
in the hands of Him, who loves us with a love passing the
love of our carthly parent, and desires, above all thin S, to
bring His children home to His bosom. How the freo(ﬁ)m of
the human will can be reconciled to the doetrine of predesti-
nation, we are unable to comprehend; they are of the hidden
things of God; but as they are both assumed as trye by the
Holy Seriptures, we should receive them both in faith, as not
incompatible with God’s moral government, Nor does the
book of revelation fail to help us in cherishing this faith.—
When St. Paul was wrecked near the Island of Melita, it was
revealed to him that every soul in the ship should be saved.
Now, did this revelation hinder the Apostle from using every
human exertion to secure the safety of himself and those who
were with him?  On the contrary, be acted as if he had re-
ceived no such revelation, and as if every thing depended upon
the wisdom and exertions of the people.  Finding that the
sailors were about to seize the hoats, that they might escape
and leave the passengers to perish, he tells the centurion to
cut them off and set them adrift ; that the sailors might feel
the necessity of employing their skill in saving the lives of all
on board when they found themselves in the same jeopardy.
Here we see that God’s Sovereignty did not interfere with
human agency ; and, as it js with the works of nature, so is
it in the works of grace. St. Paul ealls upon the Philippians
“to work out their salvation with fear and trembling ;” but
he adds, “for it is God which worketh in you both to will
and to do of his good pleasure.” Here both doctrines are
included : we are called upon to obey, for the power has
been given us in baptism ; and yet we are told that God
worketh within us: “Sce, 1 have set before thee this day life
and death, therefore choose life, that thou mayest live.” The
parable of the talents implies the power of ‘action and obe-
dience ; and our diligenee in doing good is made the ground
of our sentence at the last day. Gi_)d invites men to Jjudge of
the equality and righteousness of his ways. ~placing himself,
as 1t were, at the bar of their conseiences, and claiming from
l.llt"m a judgment testifying to his righteousness and impar-
tiality. ~ Jesus Christ is set before us ug our pattern, the
object of our mitation; we are called upon to walk in his
footsteps.  Moreover, of this freedom we are all conscious ;
no person of a sound mind seeks an apology for his erimes on
the plea that he had no choice. Again, we read that without
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