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admitted that thers has been  reason for
the sarcasm. - As times-have been, our in-
depondent mombers were - generally  little
better than sitters on the fence, weak men
in many cases, purchasable men in not a
few instances, and, generally, men engerly

reawly 10 side with the stronger party. In-|

dependence in its rigorous etymological
sene, u feoling born of conscions foree and
rectilude, o sentiment soaring high above
the selfishness of place, or the temptation
of lneradive appoiniaentisa virtue that has
heen little known in Canada, But that is
no reason why it should not grow there,
In thealtered eiremnstandes of the country,
there is o fitness that the balance of power
hetween the contentions of personal par-
ties, should be held by men of wealth,
standing snd intelleet, on whow the pen-
ple may rely, in a erisis, with implicit
frust. There are strong indieations that a
cluss of such men is rising among us, and,
as usual, 1t iz Ontario which is setting the
example in this respeet.

As with public men,se with newspapers,
The imlependent press is slowly becoming
an important faetor inour politieal life. So
far, it is ahpost - exclugively  restricted to
weekly  journals, but the indications are
favorable that it will soon descend o
daily papers. Froma mere business point
of view, the attempt is well worth boing
made,  And we shall be diappointed if it
is not gradually made in all our Large con-
tres, Fach one of our chief cities hax its
party papers, oue or more on each side,
They are generously patronizisl by theiv
friends.  But they by no means cover the
whole hield of publie usefulness, nor mi-
nister to the wunts of every cliss of the
commtnity.  Inoevery one of these cities,
an independent jonrnal, backed by sufhi-
eient ﬂ;l}-ilsﬂ. editend by sterling talent,
and furnished at a shightly redueed e,
seight eastly  run in between its partisan
colleagmes, and seeure a lermtive business,
There are hundreds of pades in every
constitueney who, aick and  tieed of the
wranglings of partisan papers, their one
sibd weeounts of men and things, ther
wholesale abuze of their opponents, their
easy ascoinmodation of prineiple o suit
the emergencies of the hour, would gladly
turn ta endumns where the truih would be
fearlessly told,* where mestings wonld be
lum.:.-;il}: reported, where publie men would
Tue trisd by their public deeds, not by
their persanal usdtives, and . whene the
amenities of diseussion, as well as the
sanefitios of private Jife wonld  he peli-
annsly respeeted, The ey of Reform s
eonstantly dinned fnouriears, but, so far,
with what etfect 1 The true, substantial
reform wonld be thefutroduetion of fnde-
preudenee as a vital element in our natio:
mad aflairs,

THE ONTARIO ELECTIDNS.

A cabny, dlispassionate judgment, on the
full returns of the Ontario vleetions would
e to b this—the adminstration has
Tost Nt or nothing dn nombers, while
the Oppusition has gained somewhat in
puwer aml cohesion.  The full vote in
many constituencies, the large majorities
in some, and the taportant changes in not
a fow others, show that there has been o
eonshlerable upheaval of the popnlar sen-
timent, and onrimpression is that the i
rection of this feeling is in favor of -the
Opposition, Al things else being equal,
this msult is"only  the natural one obser-
vable in every generd election.  After a
Government hax: been in power for .
length of time, thers is generally a ten-
dency to find fault with it, and when the
Opposition goes to the country with a
good, telling ery, it is almost sure to make
recruiis, - That the Opposition, in Ontario,
should ‘be strengthened, and, in conse-
quence, reorganized on the influence of
that strngth, is'n desirable avent, even in
the interest of the Government itself, The
party-journals have been. greatly exercised
over the exaet figures on cach. side. - The
task is o hopeless one, and - partially use-
less.” " Thare are savernl names which it is
Pupossible to elwsify, wntid the day of
hatte comwes, ~Awd-even, i1 the precise

figures were known, it really signifies
little whether the majority of the Govern-
ment is ten, twelve or fifteen. So long
ag it is a reliable working majority, the
administration is safe to undertake the
conduet of business with it. '

A ‘more important question is Mr.
Mowat's policy. If he is equal to the
task, and we have no reason to doubt his
ubi]ity, he can mako use both of his ewn
majority and of the compact Oppuosition
against him, to accomplish great things
and establish himself firmly with the
people.  For that purpose, he has only to
devote himself exclusively to Provineial
improvement.  Alliance and co-operation
with Ottawa should be only a minor con-
sideration.  Ontario hefore every thing
else. Tt is the business of the Federal
Government to hold the balance between
the Provinees, and to prevent the spread
of au unhealthy Provincial feeling, But
the business of every Local Government
should be solely Provineial, and there is
hardly a risk of going too far in that direc-
tion. My, MowaTt, no doubi, feels all the
dignity and responsibility of his position.
Ontario is the New York of Canada, the
Empire Province of the Dominion. To
be her Prime Minister requires statesman-
ship. To develop her extrmonlinary re-
sources demands the best efforts of talent
and patriotism. [t may be that Mr
Mowart will have to reconstruet his Cabi-
net, and it must be allowed that it will
beat reconstruction, as the seenes in the
last Legisluture abundantly proved.  But
with such reconstruetion, aided by a work-
ing majbrity and a powerful Opposition,
there s nu reason why he should net
govern to the general satisfaction,  Such
is the hope of all the well wishers of On-
tario.
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CONTEMPT OF THE HOUSE.

Heno Mr. Cnvren has eaused  resolu-
tions to be passed in the Quebee Legisla-
ture, suwminoning  Messrs. MIpDLesss,
Dansereav, and Duveryay before tha Bar
of the House 1o answer questions which
they declined before the Tanneries Inves-
tigation Commitier. The jueident is un-
usual, and  excites considerable interest.
People are anxious to =ee whether the
Assembly will do its whole duty, and they
mantfest same curiosity 1o know how far
the powers of the House reach in the event
of continued reealeitrancy on the part of
the witnessex, By a strange coincidence,
there i precizely a similar case before the
United States Congress, and the matter
has led o smne ltigation which may en-
lighten our own repredentatives. Ricnarn
B, Tewiy, of Pacific Mail notoriety, was
put into custody for meusaney, by onder
of the House, Judge MeArtiug, of the
Supreme Court of the District of Colum-
bia, tssued a writ of habeas corpus requir-
inir the Sergeant-ait-Arms to produce be-
fore him the body of R B. Inwix.  The
afficer of the House appeared in response
to the writ, but failed to produce his pri-
soner.  The Judge, however, naturally
refused to admit that a return conld in
that way be made to the writ.  Theques-
tion now arises whether the House of Re-
presentatives, when acting as a court, is

not, like any other tribunal, the sole judge’

of its own contempt. The best lawyers
of the House seem to have agreed that in
elaiming jurisdiction to review the judg-
mentof Congress in a committal for con-
tempt, Judge MeAuraug clearly exceeded
his powers.  The question will be argued
when the Sergeant-at-Arms makes thao in-
adequate return to the writ whieh he has
been direeted to do, and is called upon to
answer proceedings which will be taken
against him for contempt of the District
Supreme Court.

Tn view of - the importance which the
Temperance movement is assuming in
Canada, as evinced by the constantly -in-
creasing petitions to Parlinment in {favor
of a prohibitory legislation, and by the
part_ taken by the Temperance Leagucs in
the late elections of Montreal, Toronto and

other cities, it may be interesting to note
what the fecling of the new Governor of
Massachusetts 18 in regard to-this matter.
Qovernor Ciaston, who is recognized, on all
sides, as an enlightencd and pure man,
speaks out boldly, in his inaugural mes-
sage, against Prohibition and its interfe-
rence in polities. - He demands the repeal
of the old law, which, with the exception
of a single year, has been on the State’s
statute books during twenty years, and
has, according to him, done little toward
aiding the cause of temperance. He is
opposed to the continuance in power of an
extraordinary Police foree, stated to be
confessedly corrupt, and which has only
existed under the protection of sumptuary
legislation. The Governor anticipates a
return to a license law, and desires to
make it very stringent and very exclusive.

THE EASTTY READINGS.

On Monday last, the inhabitants of Montrea)
were enabled to enjoy another of the above treats
in Association Hall, in aid of the Boy's Home. The
atiendance was not so large as we could have
wished, owing to the nutnerous attractions of the
evening, including the 23rd anniversary of the
Montreal Y. M. C. A., in the St. James Street
Methodist Church, which was crowded. We thinl,,
however, it must have been gmtifying to Mr.
Eastty, to find the Hallmore than three partsfilled
by a select and appreciative audience. The pro-
Zramine wasa very interesting one, including that
well-known and faverite piece, the ** Bells” of
EdgarAllan Poe, which was admirably rendered,
as alsosome humorousselections from * Pickwick,’
*“Bleak House,” and the “ Christmas Carols.”
Mr. Eastiy'srendition of *Scrooge™ in his natu-
ral self, his encounter and conversation with
Marly’s ghost, and the thorough change in his
after-life, were as natural as could be. The
*‘Christmas Dinner of the Scratchet Family,”
Tiny Tim’s death and Bob Scratenet’s grief were
most pathetie, and carried the audience with
them.  We are happy to announce that Mr.
Fastty will shortly giva another series of readings
in this eity, in aid of the sawe charitable insti-
tutiou.

COURRIER DES DAMES.

LacE.—The name ** dentelle,” as applied to
lace, appears to have first been used in the printed
literature of lace-making, in 1598, but it was
probably much older than this would imply, be-
cause ** dentelle " is mentioned in & manuseript
enumerating the expenses of Marguerite de
Valois. ** Passement ™ is probably fringe or
lace, in the sense in which we speak of gold-lace
on uniforms.  “ Guipure” was a  subsequent
name for passement, and answers properly to
what we call gimp.  But dentelle is the generic
name now in use for all, and answers best to our
wonl lace. The indentations which we see in
the collars of old portmits, and which we des-
eribe in most cases by the name of Vandyke, at
onee suggest the origin of the term.  Anold por-
trait usually called that of Shakspeare and attri-
buted to Jansen, is engraved in Boaden, and
preseuts us with a collar of a pattern of *‘den-
telle.”  In its earlier developments lace can sel-
dom now be better studied than in old portraits,
the exact pattern being often quite visible in
rictures painted either in England or France
{.\cfun‘ Reynolds invented the slapdash style of
execution which has been but too extensively
imitated in later times.  The ecerliest book on
the subject was published at Veuice, in 1557,
under the title of ** Pa Pampe.” 1t is adressed
to readers already acquainted with the art, and
contains designs for embroideries and ¢ laces.™
Casar Vecellis and even Albert Durer also fur-
nished patterns, but the best known hook is that
of Frederick Vinciolo, which was many times
reprinted. .~ All these works are now secaree,
having been worn out in the using, and perhaps
sometimes actually worked npon. .

A Spxxy TeMrer,—What a blessing to a
household is a merry, cheerful woman—one
whose spirits are not aftected by wet days or
little disappointments, or whose milk of human
kiuduess does not sour in the sunshine of pros-
writy.  Such a woman in the darkest hours
Lrightcns the house like a little piece of sunshiny
weather.  The children go to school with a sense
of sumething great to be achieved ; her husband
goes into the world in » conqueror’s spirit.. No
matter how he is annoyed abroad, at home he is
sure to find rest. ‘

FIRL AND WIFE.~Who has not seen with
half wonder the sudden development of .a youn
couple when once they have become father ane
mother 7 A few days ago,—vesterday, it seews
—and’ they were almost children. . The young
wife was a girl, with all the joyous carelessness
and heedloss buoyaney of a child; her older
frionds—at . least those wha had not thought
enough—shook their heads dubiocusly, saying she
was ‘“fit for anything but to be married ; she
would be better at home with her mother, or at
herachool.” But the wife becomes a mother,
and ‘a marvellous transformation takes place,
There may be the same vivacity of spirit, butall
in calmer, doeper, stronger. She has cntered s
new world, and is indued with now powers, - '8

wise providence has taken the place of thought-'
lessness, a firm self-reliance that of helpless de-
pendence, an untiring energy that of dreamy.in-
activity. The  girl has snddenly: become ' a
woman, challenging your respect with. your ad-
miration.’ : ‘ . :

Tue Paxien.—This lately revived article of
female costume flourished in the time ot Louis
XY., and consisted of a petticoat made of basket
work, They were even made of wood with bars
of iron, and were originally introduced from
Spain by Anne of Austria; mother of Louis X1V.;
and were the fashion for abont twenty . years
during the reign of Louis XII1. For-nearly a
century they disappeared, and it was not until
the time of Louis iV, that they ouce more be-
came the mode. Barbier, in' his iuteresting
diary, published more than a century ago, in
Paris, tells us that ‘“the Cardinal de Fleury has
had his legs much cut by the paniers of 2 certain
lady with whom he was recently returning from
a religious service.  You know these paniers are
50 monstruous that two persons cannot well oc-
cupy the samie chair on account of their size. His
eminence insisted upon returning home in the
carriage of Madame , and, as he isa stout
man, he somehow or other broke her panier, and
the wooden bars wounded his legs so that he had
to be earried out of the chair, with the blood
trickling down his calves. As to the lady, she
laughed to kill herself at this spectacle, which
has nude all Paris roar.” Further on he tells us
‘‘ These paniers are 50 big, that when the queen
is seated in her reception room with mesdames,
the sisters of the king on either side of her, their
petticoats hide Her Majesty so completely that
the king hes issued an order to the effect that
there shall always be two vacant chairs on either
side of Her Majesty.”

A LINK ReTWEEN HUspaNDs axp Wives.—
Blessed be the little children who make up so
unconsciously for our life-disappointizents.
How many couples, mutually unable 1o hear
each other’s faults, or to forbear the causes
of irritation, find solace for their pain
in these golden links which still continne to
unite them ! On that they are one.  There they
can really repose. Those fragile props keep them
from quite sinking disheartened by life’sroadside.
How often has a little hand drawy amicably to.
gether two else uuwilling ones, und made them
see: how bright and blessed earth way become in
pronouncing that little word— ** Forgive.”

PARENTAL LovE.—No love is so trae and ten
der as the love our parents give us, and for nune
are we 50 ungmtefu*. We take it as a matter of
course—as something we deserve.  Especially
may our inothers toiland deny themselves, think
all night and labour all day, withont receiving
any thanks whatever. From the day when she
walks all night with us while we cry, to the day
when she helps to make our wedding dress and
gives us those cherished pearls which she wore in
her girlhood, we da not half recoguise her love
for us.  Never until we are parents nurselves Jo
we quite comprehend. Yet is there anything
like it 2 The lever may desert us for some
brighter beanty ;: the husband grow indiffereut
when we have been his a little while ¢ the friend
be only a summer friend, and #iy when riches
vanish, or when we are too sad to amuse; but
our parents love us best in our sorrow, and hold
us dearer for any change or disfigurement.
There isn’t much of heaven here on earth, but
;\‘hat there is of it ts chiefly given in a parent’s
ove.

DOMESTIC.

QueeN Cake.~—Beat one pound of butwer to a
aream, with some rosewater, one pound of fonr dried,
oue pound of sifted sugar. twelve eggs: Beut 11 weid
together ;- add a few curraots washed aml dried ; batrer
small pans of a size for the purpase, grute sngar over
thew ; they are soon baked. " They may be dore ina
Dutch oven,

Littie S#ed Cages.—One pound of fleur
well dried, one pound of sugar sitted; wash one pound
of butter to A cream with rosewater : put the flourin. by
degrens ; add ten yolks and four writes of ewgs. one
ounce of carraway-seeds: Keep beating iill the oven is
ready : butter the pans well; grate over fine sugar:
beat the cakes till just as they are set into the oven.

Grousn RiceE PrppiNg.—To six ounces of
rice, one quart of milk; stir this over the fire il thick :
take it off, putin a picce of buiter the size of & waluut:
when just cold, add eight yolks of vggs, four whites,
weil beaten: msp the peel of 4 leman, and put to it some
sugar with the juice. then mix all together: putl pasie
at the bottom of the dish : half an hour bakes i,

OVSTER SAavcr.~Take fifty oysters, rinse and
put them in & stew-pan with one ywill of erenin. . As so0u
as they become hot, stir in one ounce of butter, mixed
to a paste with a little flour.  This is a delightful sanve
to eat with hoiled turkey ur'tive fut young pullets,in
which case the fowls chould alio. be stuffed with oysters -
and bresd crumbs, L :

CouRING OATMEAL —QOne reason. why oat-
menl is not more generally nsed’ as - food is that, in the
way in which it is usually cooked. it requires constant
stirring, which takes a good deal of time and attention,
1f, after the porridge is mixed, that- js as soon as the
oatmenl is stirred into the boiling water, the coveris put
on and the tin saucepan -conteining it placed in anvther
pot of bofling water on the stove; and tho water let boil,
§md oatmeal porridge will be made. without the least

anger of its being scorched.

+ OvsTER Sour, No. 2.—-Take three quarts of
oysters, and strain the liquor from thetm. . Put the liquor
on to boil with half a pint of chopped celery, onn onion.
two or three biades of mace, pepper, and sxit.. When it
bolls, add the oystars. - Just before taking it off, the
thickening ‘must be added, viz': onespoonful of doar
creamed {nto the well-beaten yolks of three eggs. Pour
alittle of the hot soup gradually upon. the eggs and
four, stirring all the 'while, and as soon as well mixed,
with & little cream, pour:{nto the soup, - Then add one
quart of rich unskimmed milk;.let ail come to a boil,
and pour into a tureen over some small squares of cold
bread. " Sarve {t very hote: " i v




