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Bffly Company under their charter ought at once to be determined by process
of law,

3. "That <o much of the territory hitherto I Id hy the TTud.on’s Bay (‘om-
pany as may be nceded for the purprse of colonization, ought without delay,
to bere-ume L by the government of this country.

After able specches by Mr. Roebnek and other gentlemen, the Colonial
Secretary thus defined the policy «f the Government:—

Sie . B. LyTToN—Sir, 1tis with some reserve that T approach the
great and difficult questions involved in the resolutions o1 ny honomabl- and
learned friend.  Th- government, as yet, are in the condition of nesotiators.,
Certain distinet propositions, as the rizht honorable gentleman whe <poke
fast tol] us, were made to Canada by the lite government with rega 1o any
distric's now covered by the charier of the Huds .n’s Bay Company, wh ch
she miaht desire for the purpose of settlement.  And whatever eause there
may be to suppose that Canada will reject those proposals. still every wotive
of policy, as well as of yespect to that great colony, would muke us desire
that any other scheme for colonization m that region may lave her onwn syin-
pathy and concurre ce. (lear, hear)  Stil,an, Town that the y robalulry
that C:nada will reject the proposals made to her is so notorious, and the
interes's involved in this vast question are <o great, that 1 eannot hiesitate to
state, at least, th general views by which [ veature to think that we ought
Lo be guided.  (lear, hea) o glancing over the vast regions desoted to
the fur trade, which a ¢ hesely said to be as large as Eurcpe, the firt
thought of every irteligent Eingli hman must be that of humiliation and
amaze. I it possibie that so great a seament of the carth, under the Fn -
lish sceptre, ean have so long been abandoned as a desolate hunting zround,
tor wand -ring savages and wild animal- 7 [ put aside, for a moment, excu-es
of soil and climate; it is aliways proswen-tuous o Secide bastily bocween man
and nature—to say what mau may or may not do to conquer those obstacles
of soil and climate which nature may raise against bun. I is cnouch for us
10 eling to the grand prineiple thit civilization should be left to find its own
voluntary channels; that we <* ould net foree it, but should take care not to
obstruct it.  (tlear, hear.)  No one can deny that a trade which | reserves
wild anitna's and has a direet interest in excluding civilized men does ob-truct
civilization if it claims terriorial right~ in any district which civilized men
are disposed to cultivate and inhabi . (Hoar, hear)  The right bonorable
gentleman the member for the Univer-ity of Oxford summed u, the general
evidence before our committee in the fiest two of a series of resolutions
Which he proposed to that committees first, that the country capable of culo-
nization should be withdrawn fom the jurisdiction of the Hudsan’s Bay Com-
pany; secondly, that the conntry incapabl: of ¢ lounization <h uld he left to
lhatjurisdiclion. In the two abstract principles involved in th e proposi-
tions lies the readiest solution of the gravest difficulties that beet the ques-
tion; it iy the atempt of a practis«l Matesman to eifect a compromise, by
which civilization may gain all it asks at present, and humanity may not ouly
Preserve to the savages cattered over frozen deserts, inaccessible to regu-
ar government, the trade on which they depend for existence, but guard
them from the teriible deusoraliztions produced by rival tribes, by ardent



