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i~ “The injustice done to ap individual, is sometimes of ser-
‘svice-to the public.” .., /¢, Junrus to Lord Mansficld. .
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~Although the’ solution 6f the query contained in the. follow-
ing lettér' would more’ properly: belong to a lawyer,-and at 31l
events'yould be more congeuial to'the miscellapeous natuve’ of *
the Scribbler, than the purely‘oolitical pages’of this ‘work; I »
gife itiistition here, with my réply, asan-early notice~of 'it’
his been'retuiested, and room could'not be* i:ognd for it ia this -
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week’s'number’of the other. 7 '
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““Mabiy of yéur readers, as well as myself, ‘would feel much
obliged to'you, if you will have the geodaess to pass your opin-
ion upon the following question. Suppose, sir, I take in pay-
mett two-or three potes purporting to be bills of the Monfreat *
baok, has,'upon my taking them to the bank to sadcertain their~
genuineness, Mr. Benjaaiio Holmes, or auy other of the bank-
clerks,a right to stamp on the bills the’ word:® “counterfeit 7 If
he bas, I should think it very unfair, for by that means; the per-
son'from whom I received them, would not take-back the bulls
be gave, and hid!plea would be, “why,sir, the bills I gave yon
were uot stamped,—coasequently:} can not exchange them;”and
so I must of course submt to the'loss. Your opioion on this
subject, as speedily as possible, will conler a favour on
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1 coogeive, that, slthough'there niay be no éhsgract right de-
sived from any lex scripta,: by which the Montreal bapk {oow
incos porated, and therefore a legal body, and entitled to exer-
cise al} legal acts which a baok may do,) can deface 2 counter-
feit bnll,’it is part of thé common Jaw that#théy not’only way,
bu( ought to, do whatever may be necessary “to “prevent fich
spurious-paper from being again cireulated ;¢if possible without
causiog the 1nocent partiés - who have béei+imposed upos by
the desigoiug, to suffer loss; althoughi that is 4 minor’ consider-
ation that gust give way to:the higher dictates” of public''good,
and counteraction of fraud.- Atis upoa the -same principle that
shopkerpers take te themselves the right of nailiog to their coun-
ters the counterfeit coin that may be offered to them; 1 believe
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