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ITEMS AND NEWS,

Serciat Notice —With this issue wo are sond-
ing bills to all subscribers in arrears, This1sa
necessity on account of the large amouuts duo the
paper.  We wish our subscribers 10 remomber that
our expenses have to be met promptly evory month,
and in order to do this we depend euntirely on our
subscribers paying their subscriptions. After our
expenses are met the balauce will bo uszed for
preaching the Gospel in the Marictme Provinces.

Bro. H. Murray ropo;:s a good interest in
Halifax, N. S. The brethren arc Juoking for asite
to build. -

Wy Jearn that the brethron in Juubec have started
their new church building. Ten hava beon added
to the church recently.

Bro. Coork has commenced a meeting at South-
villo, N. 8., with encouraging prospects. Already
three have been added.

Wk hope to announcoe next issuo the decision of
tho committeo appointed to decide the location of
the annual meoting,

Bro, HizaM WALLACE's letter will be read with
interest. Wo would be glad to hear somo news
from his locality every month. He reports two
additions at West Gore.

Tne June Quarterly meoting will be held with
the church at Southville, Digby Co., N. 8., com- |
mencing on Friday before the third Lord's day in
Juno. The church at Southville extends a cordial
invitation to all,

————

BuNrines aro plentiful in these days, and thoy
were nut unknowa when vur era ®as young. The
Bible meniions a strange une in Ephesus —strango
becauge bouks fed the flanies and the buvks vust
about §8,000. That luovks like a big luss, and it
would have been if tho buuks had buen worth what
they cust, but it was a big guin, becauso the buuks
were bad.  Morals are mure valuably than money,
and an ovil buvk is almust as putent an agent for
Satan as a wicked man. It would aot bo a bad
plan at this scason for housshulds tu seo what
succese they could have with asiailac cunflagrativn,
Most homos could have a small fire and bo nune
the poorer.

Tne Maxniuy Christian is tho one who is trying
to do as much for God, for humanity and for him-
self as he can without thinking very much about
the reward. Ile is not working because he must
do 80 or lose his crown ; but becauso ho desires to
see othors happy too. The characteristic of the
winimum Christiaa is that he wants to do just
enough to be enrolled amony the servants of Christ.
His solo aim is to got to heaven. He does not
caro whother or not there is anyone waiting at the
beautiful gate conducted to glory by him. His
question i1 roforonce to a line of conduct is, “*May 1
follow it and not be lost.” Ho does not inquire
whether good will result from an act, but whether
barm will ; not will it 1ift bim closer to heaven, but
will it drop him nearer to hell.  While some very
poor Christians may go! into the great city, it is
well to romember that our reward there is going to
be accurding to our works here.

Ix ruE olden times clocks were put on tho out-
sido of moeting houses so that peoplo would not
stay too lung at home and thus mise part of the
services. In this age they aro put iuside sv that
wo will not 1emain too lung in the house of the
Lord. The change does not indicate a growing
spirituality on the part of charch-guing people.
They are slow to come and prowmpt to leave.
Thero are not many, cumparatively, whu can take
David's words and with him say, “A day in thy
courts are better than a thousand.”

Drury is a strung meving power, but it is not so
strong as love. It comes behind and secizes usas
an officer of the law might do, and compels us to
act, or make a stubborn resistance. Love walks
hofore and we follow on account of the magnetic
influence she oxerts over us. Ho who acts from
a sense of duty has nooe of that plensure in his
labors which swell the breast of the man whose
overy act springs from love. Duty will do only
what is demanded, but love will do that and as
much more as she can. Duty should prompt every
one to obey Gud's commands, but when duty and
love go hand in hand how light the burden and
how casy the yoko!

WE have beon led to beliove that there is only
one Biblo ; but observation almost forces tho con-
clusion that practically, av least, thore aro mauny.
That portion of the Book which a man accepts and
follows is his Bible ; what ho ignores or rejects
cannos be so regarded. , Men have como o the
word of God with their preconceived notions and
inherited tenets and they go through the volume
secking passages which’seom to contain argumonts
to sustain their scveral positions, and persistently
refuse to sce those which have a beariug ou the
other side. They have aselected what suited them
and rejected what did not, and this compilution—
this acrap bouk is to all iutents and purpusus their
only standard of  truth. Hence we have cunflict-
ing ductrives and endless cunfusion, We are apt
to test tho Bible by our opinivus and not vur
upiniuns by the Bible. If wo apent more tiue sn
trying to confurm wur livea tu the Biblo and Jess in
the fruitless task of vudeavoring tv mako tho Bible
correspund with our lives , if wo were luss anaivus
tu get it un vur side aud mute anxivus tu got un its
side, ail thia curfusion, discurd and strfo would
vanish and tho most perfect harmony appear,

Do Nor Preacurrs and papers spend too much
timo in discussing questious which cannot bo
aottled, and from which, if sottled, no real good
would arise? Suine people are so anxious to con-
vinco mankind that tho Flood oxtonded even to
Awvrica and covered tho top of our highest moun-
tain that they do not seom to have time to warn
tho world of tho flond of iniguity that now covers
the earth aud threatens its ruin. Others havo an
idea that the heathen can bo saved without hearing
the gospol, aud they would rather that Christians
shenld believo this than obey the command to *Go
into all the world and preach the gospel to tho
whole creation.” A few big theologians are so
bent on proving that death does not end probation
that they are willing to let souls die all around
them while they aro trying to got into tho secret
counsels of th.o Almighty. How much better to
try and save souls when wo know there is hope
and leave such questions to the time whon we
shall no longer sce through a glass darkly.

Soxr Boys are nearly always first at school and
others are as uniformly last. Go to the house of
the Lord and notice all whu come and you will find
the samo to bo true there. Happy heart must that
one have who is 8o pleased to be in the placo of
worship that he is there long before the public
service begins. He whose foot does not cross the
threshold till tho meeting is nearly over may be
just as hapoy, but he does not show it. In this
ages of clocks and watches there is not much excuse
for tho late comor. Xven if he has six miles to
coms ho knows how long it takes him to go that
distance and can atart on time. Of course there
may be times whon circumstances will detain even
tho most punctual ; but these remarks apply only
to those who might have started in tiwe if they
had so desired. For every ono to be in his place at
the time the meeting begins contributes more than
most peoplo think to its solemnity and upbuilding
power. DBut to seo the larger part of the congre-
gation coming in during tho singing of the firsy
hymn and the reading of o message from God's
word, and to know that many more are at the door
waiting to entor as soon as the ““Amen” is heard,
is not calculated to produce that quictness and
revoror.2o which should bo found in a place of
worship. Be on timo.

Goop PreacuINg is very important, but so is
good hearing ; and where the one does not exist
the other is not likely to be found. The one makes
the other. Ttis easior to listen than itis to preach,
and poor listeuers aro responsiblo for poor sermons
oftenor then is supposed. Weo havo groat respect
for the man or womun who appears inlorested
duting the must tedious sermuen. With them
Listening is a habit, and fifteen or twonty such
scatterud over a small cungregativu will sustain a
speakor when other@ise he woald bu in danger of
faling. But eyes clused, yet not in worship, and
heads buwed, yot not in prayet, and a pusition of
budy that iudicates Jhat *“‘nature’s sweot resturor
18 huvertng tound, are calculated tv put a proacher
to sleuwp tvo. A wide awaho cungregativn will
mako 4 wide awahe proacher as surely asa wido
awaho preachor @ill mako a wide awake congroga-
tiv.  Aud if each is apt tu put the uthut tu slesy,
vuth shuuld make a changoe and eudeavor tu put
brightness into the other’s face.



