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BAD BOOK KEEPING.

Apropos of the remarks in a previous
issue on this subject, it may beinteresting
and perhaps useful to some of the members
of the trade Lo touch upon n few common
generalities. in the hope that by merely
showing them to be both unpractical and
unreliable, the remedy hest adapted to the
size und nature of the husiness in which
they exise will suggest itself,

In the first place, then, many people o
wrong in over estimating the produce of
their undertaking. They put a certain
percentage on the cost price of the goods
they buy, aud reckon that allowing so
much for expenses and so forth the result
ought to be such and such n net profit. If
they would only take the trzuble to verily
caleulations of this kind, all would be
well.  Their eyes would be opened to the
seriousness of the mistake they were
making, and the fallacy of guess work
would be elearly exposed., But they do
not. They take their deductions for
granted, and the general consequence is
that the actual figures, when they come to
be corvectly worked out, are far wide of
the mark, and that instead of keceping
matters well within the linnts they had
set. down and the amounit they had sup-
posed their business to bLe earning, they
find very often that they are on the way to
place themselves in a very critical situa.
tion. So many coutingencies crop up
which indivieually can neither be foreseen
nor guarded against, and it therefore be-
comnes an aosolute duty for every business
man—as much to himself as to those con-
nected with him—to devise some compre-
hensive plan of taking them into consider-
ation heforehand, so as to provide for them
as far as he can, and avoid being crippled
when they do arise. This can only be done
by cstablishing a thoroughly svstematic
method of dealing with his transactions
throughout. Where the books are kept in
an accurate and workmanlike manner, a
nan is in touch with every detail of his
business, He has every facility for ar-
ranging with the most scrupulous care
and exactitude the thousand andone little
items which the carcless marv ovesrluoks,
and of putting money n his pocket which
the other has not the meansof discovering,
and is conscquently deliberately letting
slip by.  le can compare the work of one
period with that of another definitely, and
beyoad the shadow of a doubt can there
fore readily and easily make those prepar-
ations o necessary and important to meet
and povide for any emergency likely to
happen in the ordinary course of trade., In
a word, 1nstead of being subject to circum.
stances, he is master of them. It isevi
dent no man ¢an trust to memory in tran
sacting his aflairs, and secing that he is
cowpelled to record them he might just as
well do it thoroughly, and gawn the full
benefit of lis work, as todo itin a slip-
shod way, and get worse than nothing at
all.  There is another fault very common
to the man who is indifferent to his Look
keeping. and that is of hampering himself
by makmg bigger purchases or of speculat
ing more heavily than he can aflord, 1le
is probubly at the time under the convic
tion that he can afford them, but discovers
when the contract has been completed that
some payment, perhaps, is about to fall

due, which for the moment he has un-
fortunately quite overlooked. I4isno un.
usual thing, either, to sce him obliged to
reluctantly relinquish a favorable bargain
beenuse, from the sheer muddled state of
his books, which only yield information
enough t» place everybody more or less in
doubt, he is unable to see his way clear to
meet the linbility he would incur, It is
self-evident that judicious management—
. e., vrdinary commercial tact, with aec.
curate tigures to guide it—- would in the
majority of cases avert, or at any rate
greatly mitigate, ditticulties such ag these.

Now as regards stock. It is no ex-
aggeration to say that six out of ten, or
perhaps even s larger proportion of drap-
ers, could not tell offhand within an
appreciabie amount how much their stock
is worth. Nor could they arriveat any
really relinble sum until they had been
through it all, parcel by parce), and bad
thoroughly overhauled it. Here is a great
danger, then, which a proper system of
book-keeping would enticely do away
with. Over-rating his stock has been
the cause of many a man coming to grief,
It is hard, ot course, to have to face inevi-
table loys from depreciation, unsalable
materials, goods going out of fashion, ete..
ete., but what is the use of hugging the
notion of their being worth what every-
one knows they are not{ IFar better put
them down at a price they are likely to
realize -or even at nothing at all, if that
is their actual value—avrd get at the true
state of affairs.

The object of book-keeping is not only
to get the money due for zoads delivered,
and to prevent too much buing paid away
for goods purchased, as $o many people
seem to think. It is to enter, gather up,
summarize, and focus every transaction
in the simplest and most ctlicient man-
ner. It would be impossible to enter
into the various ramificitions of the
subject here, but sufticient has heen said,
it is hoped, to show that it would be
intinitely to every man’s advantage to
have his books placed upon a solid found-
ation, so tnat they may be what they are
intended to be—the silent monitors ready
at a tnoment'’s notice to give him every
possible advice and information upon
every point connected with his trade.
He would find that the expense involved
would be money well spent, and would
very probably be much less than the
amount he is content to lose by neglect-
ing such matters, LEvery business man
would do well to bear in mind that there
are three most important items which he
ought always to be able to have within
easy reach—the amount of his income,
his liabilities and his assets, Without
hie knows these, he Is likely to cut a very
poor figure wnen it comes to making an
important dcclsion at a critical period,
and it is clear he can know neither unless
his booke are in good and proper order.—
I ondon Draper's Record.
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RAILWAY STATISTICS.

The aid furnished to the construction of
railnays by the different provincial govern-
ments from time to time has been as fol-
lows: Ontarlo, 36,171,181, a rate per mile
of $1,017; Quebec, $12,033,012, a rate of

$4,323; New Brunswick, 4,363,353, a rate l

of 33,209 ; Nova Scotia, 81,199,605; a rate
of 82,100 Manitoha, $2300,600, a rate of
81,707 ; British Columbia, 837,500, a rate of
$33.95. That paid by municipalities, by
province is as follows: Ontario, 810,354,
T4, rate per miile of 81,707 ; Quebee, $2,
419,219, a rate of $860; New Brunswick,
£206,500, a rate of $218; Nova Scotia, $277,
685, a rate of §33 ; Manitoba, $393.600,n rate
of 3325 ; British Columbia, $37,500,arateof
$3l.  I'he number of miles ronstructed in
cach of the provinces and contributed to
as above by provincial governments and
municipalities is as follows: Ontarlo,
6,063 3 Quebee, 2,783 ; New Bruuswick,
1,360 ; Nova Scotia, 80: Manitoba, 1,400;
and British Columbia, 695, From this it
will be seen that Quebec has contributed
at a rate of $5,193 per mile: Ontario, 82,-
7255 New Brunswick, §3,127 ; Nova Scotia,
82,793 ; Manitoba, $2,133; and British
Columbia, 8107, while thatof the Dominion
Government has been at the rate of 39,098
per mile for the total construction of 14,870

miles of railway. - Shearcholder.
— ..

MANIFEST.

British bark Dochra, %6 tons, Capt.
MacJarrow, sailed Dec. 19, 1892 from
Liverpool for Victoria ; arrived April 23,
1893. Robert Ward & Co., L'td., con-
signees,

For Victorin—1,000 bxs tinplates, order;
1,000 bxs tinplates, order; 206 pigs lead,
order ; 1.350 bxs tinplates, order , 116 pigs
lead, order; 28 bars copper, order; 1,350
bxs tinplates, order; 1,187 bxs tinplates,
order; 2 pkgs earthenware, 1 csiabels, 1
csk whiskey, 1 cs private effects, order; 1
cs soaps, order; 613 bxs tinplates, order;
1,650 scks salt, order; 10,000 fire byirty,
order; o crates earthenware, Hudson’s
Bay Co; 20 cs whiskey, 10 cs do, 20 cs do,
1e¢s show cards, Turner, Beeton & Co; 3
qr csks sherry, 2 qr csks do, B Gordon § 40
¢s brandy, I'ell & Co; 2 hhds brandy, Dixi
H Ross'& Co; 5 c¢sks brandy, 6 c¢s do,
Harrison & McAllister; 20 bxs tinplates,
19 bdls sheel iron, 20 bxs Can:da plates,
Canada Paint Co; 2 ¢s paper, T N Hibben
& Co; 15 tons pig iron, i3 barsiron, G3
bdls do, 10 bxs tinplates, 7 ingots tin, 1 cs
zine, 2 csks nails, Muir & Boyd; 20 cs
window glass, order of B & S H Thomp
son & Co; 1,120 scks salt, order; 3 cs
mustard, 1 ¢s show cards, J H Todd & Son;
1,805 c¢s glass Lottles, 4 cs effects, Turner,
Becton & Co; 2 crates earthenware, 8
crates do, 1crate do, 9csks tiles, 2csks
chains, order; 622 12-inch pipes, 839 inch
pipes, 15 special castings, order: 1 hutch
containing 13 rabbire, G C Collinson: 50
bxs tinplates, 12 ¢s galvavized sheet iron,
30 bxs tinplates, 1 s galvanized sheet iron,
17 do sheets, 4 ¢3 sheet iron, 6 sheets lead,
46 bdls sheet iron, order; 2 cs port, 1
octave whiskey, Naval storekeeper ; 3 csks
whiskey. CP N Co; 100 cs brandy, 50cs
do, Boucherat & Co : 33 bbls white lead,
100 drums linseed oil, 99 bbls do, 200 bbls
do, 15 bbls varn:ri, Canada Paint Co; 100
cs whiskey, 5 octaves do, 1 ¢3 show cards,
Boucherat & Co; 1,498 sashweights, 238
bdls tubes, 691 bars iron, 263 bdls do, 1 cs
seythens, 35 bxs tinplates, 12 rolls netting,
126 grind stones, order; 40 bbls linseed,
order; 1,120 sacks salt, order; 1 cs picture,
Mrs J C Bales ; 50 cs whiskey, order; 2 es
stores, i csks vinegar, 3 ¢s do, 21 ca stores,
order; 1,500 pkgs gunpowder, Robert
Ward & Co, L’td.



