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Legitimate Protection to the Druggist.

Editor CAn4AswA DxuccT:

SiR,-The law of Ontario gives the
municipalities authority ta levy a special
tax on ail fakirs, patent medicine vendors,
etc., who ttavel, selling their preparations.
cither in the market place, on the street,
or in halls in connection with concerts or
shows.

A short time ago two enterprnsmg men
sold in a town in Canada over three.hun-
dred dollars' worth of their stuff, and ail
the town treasurer got was under five dol-
lars, these men getting the best part of
the market square for their purpose.
Every druggist should sec that a by-law
is passed in his locality fixing the fee at a
reasonable figure, say, from five to ten
dollars a day.

We pay taxes; why should not the
traveller? The fault is our own.

Now, this law has heer on our statute
book some years, and only a few places
have passed the required by-law. Let
those who can see no good in the efforts
of the council to assist the trade look at
home and sec how much they have donc
to protect themnselves.

Sept. 23rd, :895. O..':aRo.

Did Not Join the O.C.A.

SiR,-AIlthouglh rather late, allow me ta
correct an error that your B.C. corre-
spondent made in his letter,prited in the
July nunber. He states there "t that te
B.C.P.A. had, at its recent meetings, de.
cided tojoin the Ontario Chenists' Manu-
facturing Co." Now, sir, the l.C.P.A.
never heard the naine of the O.C. Manu.
facturing Co. mentioned at anyof its mcet-
ings ; therefore the paragraph referred ta is
anything but truc. It ,s a fact iliat certain
maembers of the II.C.P.A.,in their ordinlary
business capacity, have taken shares in,
and bought goods from, the O.C. Manu-
facturing Co., but this is totally outside of
our association.

Our next council meeting lakes place
in Victoria on Sept. 1 9th.

The semi-annual examinations (preli-
minary, junior, and major), and the meet.
ings of the Board of Examiners, take
place on Vednesday and Thursday, Oct.
9th and zoth. Ali applicants must notify
the registrar and remit fees at least two
weeks previously.

The drug business keeps dull, it being
ya.ite overdone in this province.

CHA.ku.Es NEa.soN~,•
Sec.-Registrar B.C.Pl.A.

Vancouver, 11.C., Sept. 7thl, 1895.
[This communication was received too

late for the September issue.-En. Ca-
I)IIa DRuG;IST.]

The Educational Question.

Editor CA wAn
SIR,-In the last few issues of your

paper sone eminent writers have been
discussing the drug trade, one an appren-
tice, of short experience, but exceed.
ingly smart, supported by a friend from
Guelph, advocating a long-time service,
while the educational side is upheld by
"l A.M%."

If you will allow nie space in your
paper, I would like ta express my views
an the subject of pharmacy.

Taking it fron an educational stand-
point, I do not know of any profession in
whiclh a person can have too much educa-
tion, no matter what it is, and a person
with good education is fit for any business
in that Une. I think pharmiaacy requires
equally, as good education as any other
profession, and a great deal better than
most of themi.

Outside of a university course, I know
of no other course where chemistry and
botany are more minutely studied, and
how can a person really understand those
two subjects without having a good edu-
cation ? Thus I noticed, during my
college course, that those having second-
class certificates, although not any salarier
than others, were able to get up their work
with more ease, and take a higher per-
centage, than those who had only enough
comnion education to, probably, pass the
entrance examination to the high school.
Ihlerefore, i positively state that niatricu-
lation is beneficial, and should be made
compulsory for pharnacy students as well
as niedical.

Regarding Ilhe apprenticeship, I think
that three years would ie sufticient. Any
person that would not have a fair knowl-
edge of the work in that time would hini-
self or bis employer be ta blamîe. I tlhink it
should be on a much different scale fron
what it is now. The college course
should lie two years, and after the
apprentice had served bis first year with
a good preceptor lie should be familiar
with ail the drugs usually kept in a drug
store, and have read a little about them.
Then he should take his junior course of
one year at college, and there he taughat
the introductory work, along with prac.
tical chemistry and pharmacy, as at pres.
ent the aider pharnpacists are not u-to-
date in the practical work and manufac-
turing of the various preparations; or, if
so, they neglect to tcach the same ta their
apprentices, so that they art allowed ta
go on doing work wrong for those three or
four years, then sent to college to teach
lhem to do it correctly. This nay not be
the case where they are with recent gradu.
ates of the Ontario College of Pharmacy.
After their first year at college le! them go
back and put their thorough knowledge
into exectition in some itore, and for the
next two years go on reviewing and pre.
paring for the next and final course.
Tien, and not before, will we have a
thorough and lasting knowledge of phar-
macy. So that r consider ou: long-tern
defeider, " Ai Apprentice," is just a little

out in his ideas, and might some day neet
with a preceptorwith whom he would not
like to be bound down for seven years.

In referring ta the business itself, it is
not those who are goinig into it that are
ta blame, but those who are now in it,
your humble scribe included with ail
others. Why can we not devise soane
lasting, substantial means of protecting
our trade, go hand in band, and try to
aid the council ta do sonething in tiis
direction ? In the past couple of years
there have been soie bluffs made at it
througla the Ontario Parliamient, but they
did not amouanto anything. Can wenotget
protection as well as the iedical profes-
sion did ? We go through a long appren-
ticeship and a hard course of study at col-
lege tu secure our diploma, and otherwise
start in business, and we are-fined. Yet
sucl firns as The T. Eaton Co., and
others, can advertise and sel l medicines at
prices which wc cannot buy then from
wholesale dealers for. There are dozens
of stores run under some doctor's nane,
merely for protection, and they have no'
more interest in then than if they had
never seen then. Here, I claim, is where
the trouble lies, and not with those going
into the business ; for, as a rule, they are
quite eager ta keep up the prices, as it has
cost then a nice sun ta get that far, and
accordinigly desire as high a standard as
possible. Mc.

Queries and Answers.

"R. C.," Toronto, asks for formula for
curry powder:

CURRV PIOWDEk.

Coriander.... ................. 2 o.
Ginger......................... <i.
Capsicums ........ ........... i > (.
Ca ana omî ..................... 4 (r.l1ack Pepper . .............. 3 oz.
Cummnin......... . .......... 2 or
Cloves ......................... i oz.
Turmeric......................a: o?.

The different ingredients should be
reduced to a very fine powder and al)
intimately mixed together

" Wellington " asks for a formula for

POISON FIX PAPER.

We submit tihis ta our readers and ask
for replies, also 10 an enquiry fron
"T.C.J." for an

F1IXNR OF Kot-..i

With the object of interesting our
readers in these queries, we submîit the
two latter, and trust that sane brother
druggist wili give the desired information.

The editor desires ta make this a
source of mutual bncfit for ail progres-
sive pharnacists, and hopes that they
will be as willing to impart knowledge as
to reccive the benefit of that of their
confrères.

Helcosol is the very awkward nane
bestowed by Dr. Negrescu upon bismuth
pyrosùbgallate.


