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Legitimate Protection to the Drugglst.

Editor CANADIAN DRUGGHST ¢

Sig,—The law of Ontario gives the
municipalities authority to levy a special
tax on all fakirs, patent medicine vendors,
etc., who ttavel, selling their preparations,
either in the market place, on the street,
ot in halls in connection with concerts or
shows.

A short tune ago two enterprising men
sold in a town in Canada over three hun-
dred dollars’ worth of their stuff, and all
the town treasurer got was under five dol-
lars, these men getting the best part of
the market square for their purpose.
Every druggist should see that a by-law
is passed in his locality fixing the fee at a
reasonable figure, say, from five to ten
dollars a day.

We pay taxes; why should not the
traveller? The fault is our own.

Now, this law has been on our statute
book .some years, and only a few places
have passed the required by-law. lLet
those who can see no good in the efforts
of the council to assist the trade look at
home and see how much they have done
to protect themselves.

Sept. 23rd, 1895. OxTARIO.

-

Did Not Join the 0.C.A.

Editor Cananiax Drvaist @

Sir,—Although rather late, allow me to
correct an crror that your B.C. corre-
spondent wmade in his letter, printed in the
July number. He states there “ that the
B.C.P.A, had, at its recent mectings, de-
cided to join the Ontario Chemists® Maunu-
facturing Co.” Now, sir, the B.C.P.A.
never heard the name of the O.C. Manu-
facturing Co.mentioned at any of its meet-
ings ; therefore the paragraph referred 10 is
anything but true. 1t .5 a fact that certain
members of the B.C.P. A in their ordinary
business capacity, have taken shares in,
and bought goods from, the O.C. Manu-
facturing Co., but this istotally outside of
our association.

Our next council meeting takes place
in Victoria on Sept. 1gth,

The semi-annual examinations (preli-
minary, junior, and major), and the meet-
ings of the Boaird of Examiners, take
place on Wednesday and Thursday, Oct,
oth and 1oth. All applicants must notify
the registrar and remit fees at least two
wecks previously.

The drug business keeps dull, it being
aite overdone in this province.

CuakiLes NELsox, .
Sec.-Registrar B.C.I. A.
Vancouver, B.C., Sept. 7th, 1895.

[This communication was received too
‘late for the September issuc.—En. Caxa-
viax Drucaist.]

The Educational Question.

Editor CAnABIAN DrUGCIST @

Sir,—In the last few issues of your
paper some eminent writers have been
discussing the drug trade, one an appren.
tice, of short experience, but exceed:
ingly smart, supported by a friend from
Guelph, advocating a long-time service,
while the educational side is upheld by
AN

If you will allow’ me space in your
paper, I would like to express my views
on the subject of pharmacy.

Taking it from an educational stand-
point, I do not know of any profession in
which a person can have too much educa-
tion, no matter what it is, and a person
with good cducation is fit for any business
in that line. I think pharmacy requires
equally as good cducation as any other
profession, and a great deal better than
most of them.

Quutside of a university course, 1 know
of no other course where chemistry and
botany are more minutely studied, and
how can a person really understand those
two subjects without having a good edu-
cation? Thus I noticed, during my
college course, that those having second-
class certificates, although not any smarter
than others, wereable to get up their work
with more ease, and take a bhigher per-
centage, than those who had only enough
comnion education to, probably, pass the
entrance examination to the high school.
Therefore, T positively state that matricy-
lation is beneficial, and should be made
compulsory for pharmacy students as well
as medical.

Regarding the apprenticeship, 1 think
that three years would be sufficient.  Any
person that would not have a fair knowl-
edge of the work in that time would him-
self or his employer be to blame. 1 think it
should be on a much different scale from
what it is now. The college course
should be two years, and after the
apprentice had served his first year with
a good preceptor he should be familiar
with all the drugs usually kept in a drug
store, and bave read a little about them.
‘Then he should take his junior course of
one year at college, and there be taught
the introductory work, along with prac.
tical chemistry and pharmacy, as at pres.
ent the older pharmacists are not up-to-
date in the practical work and manufac-
turing of the various preparations ; or, if
50, they neglect to teach the same to their
apprentices, so that they are aillowed to
g0 on doing work wrong for those three or
four years, then sent to college to teach
them to do itcorrectly.  This may not be
the case where they are with recent gradau.
ates of the Ontario College of Pharmacy.
After their tirst year at college let them go
back and put their thorough knowledge
into execution in some store, and for the
next two years go on reviewing and pre-
paring for the next and final course.
‘Then, and not before, will we have a
thorough and iasting knowledge of phar-
macy. So ihat I consider ou: long-term
defender, “ An Apprentice,” is just a little

out in his ideas, and might some day meet
with a preceptor with whom he would not
like to be bound down for seven years.
In referring to the business itself, it is
not those who are going into it that are
to blame, but those ‘who are now in it,
your humble scribe included with all
others. Why can we not devise some
lasting, substantial means of protecting
our trade, go hand in hand, and try to
aid the council to do something in’ this
direction ? In the past couple of years
there have been some blufis made at it
through the Ontario Parliament, but they
did not amountto anything. Can wenotget
protection as well as the medical profes-
sion did? We go through a long appren-
ticeship and a hard course of study at col-
lege to secure our diploma, and otherwise
start in business, and we are-fined. Yet
such firms as ‘The °I' Eaton Co., and
others, can advertise and sell medicines at
prices which we cannot buy them from
wholesale dealers for. “U'here are dozens
of stores run under some doctor’s name,
merely for protection, and they have no
more interest in them than if they had
never seen them,  Here, 1 claim, is where
the trouble lies, and not with those going
into the business ; for, as a rule, they are
(uite eager to keep up the prices, as it has
cost them a nice sum to get that far, and
accordingly desire as high a standard as
possible. Me.

Queries and Answers.

“R. C.,” Toronto, asks for formula for
curry powder :

CURRY POWDER.

Coriander.... ....... tetiecerel20L
Ginger...ooiiiieiaan.. vemeeas 2oz
Capsicum ....o.vv ceeeniee ¥ on
Cardamomt evvvineaennn.. Ceeeeen 4 dr.
Black Pepper.......... P X
Commin......ooo L ooielia... 202
CIOVES vevteriesenennnnnnnaenenad OL
Turmeric........ S F X I

The differemt  ingredients should be
reduced to a very fine powder and all
intimately mixed together

“ Wellington " asks for a formula for
POISON FLY PAPER,

We submit this to our readers and ask
for replies, also to an  enquiry from
“*T.C.J.” for an

ELIXIR OF KOLA,

With the object of interesting our
readers in these (ueries, we submit the
two latter, and trust that some hrother
druggist will give the desired information.

The editor desives to make this a
source of mutual benefit for all progres-
sive pharmacists, and hopes that they
will be as willing 10 impart knowledge as
to receive the benehit of that of their
confrives.

Helcosol is the very awkward name
bestowed by Dr. Negrescu upon bismuth
pyrosubgallate,



