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THE W. 0. T. U3. AND) THE SUFFI, &XGE MOVE MENT.

'fa thC EIitOr Of TiîiE 0ÂINAD4A Ci riîzN.
DEmt Sin,-In a rccent nuinher of yanr v'ery valuable paper

Mrs. Cuizon inakces soute very trenchant criticisins %vith regard to
the W. 0. T. U., and its attitude towards the Wranian Suffrtagye niove-
ment, and as a minber of the W. 0. T. 15., end at the saine Vime
dircetl interested in tic înavcnicnt for the political equality of
woinanî, it is just possible I înay ho able to ireLiFy sare inistake-s and
facts that >Mrs. Curzon lias inadvertently falîcu into 'with regard to
the W. C. T. U5. and its Iîanored President; and as I an intiînately
associatcd wvith bath suffr-agists and W. C. T. U5. -workers, I can speak
with authority as ta the attitude of the N.W. C. T. U. and the Cana-
dian w~inn' of 'tiis grcab ariny of philanthropie workers.

lst. %Irs. Curzon says*Uic reason wliy the Ont. WV. C. T. U5.
looks askance in thc suiffrage question is because thie W. 0. T. U5. of
the United States, led by Frances Willard, tlîouglF. iL best to keep
their work froc fromn the Nwoinan suffragiats, Noîv, for the benefit
of ail W. S. and ail W. C. T. U5. workers, I wish ta say that Frances
Willard IS and AMWAYS lias been a suffragiL, as are ail of the lead-
ing woîncn of the National WV. 0. T.U1. of tie United Stateýi It
was Frances Willard wlîo, at the Bal timore Convention af the N.W.
0. T. U5. soute ycaVs aga, Vroved lier faithi by her %vorks hy itîtro-
ducing, a suffrage resoluition commnitting the National Orgaîuization
to the principles of suffragye. It ivas Mrs. Annie Wittennieyer then
president, who opposed it, and on itis question af -%onians ballot
more than ail cisc Frances E. Willard ivas elected ta the presidency
of the W. C. T.U1., and lias ever since licld that office. The Na-
tional Organization of the MI. 0. T. U5. is sa intach con'nnitted ta tie
prineiples of Womnan Suffragre that a franchise departnîcnt af work
lias been in existence for a lengrtl af timte. Titis departinent is un-
der the charge af Mrs. Wallace, of Indiana, a memnber of the Na-
tional Suffrage Association. A woman %vhio, tliroîîgh a long career
of useinlncess, lias miade thc world richi by lier inw'ard lighit, and
outvrard rig-hteoustiess. Many State W. C. T. U5. are cominitted ta
ta the suffrage moveinent, andl to titis en(1 have petitioîîed their re-
spective legisiatures. Just now I1l. W. 0. T. U. is agrain before lier
General Assetnly askci-g for a constitutional amendment ta the
State Constitution, cxtending the clective franchise ta woîîîen. At
the sante ime ttic great national body representing tic -%vomen of
100,000 ]tailles and firesides lias tlîrouglî tlicir Supt. af Franchise pe-
titioncd the United States Coîigrress in tltis wjse: " that since ail in-
Justice works a list-prayetlî Llat the 'United States Congress ivili
run on the political disabilities of woinen by subinittingr a sixteenth
amtendmnent ta the National Constitution prohîibithig trio disenfran-
chiseinent of any citizen on tic ground af sex." IL cannot but be
ev*dent front the ahiave that Frances Willnrd, as tic leader of tie
W. O. T. U. of thc United States. is wvitli that great body coinmitted
ta thc principles tliat Mrs. Curzon so eloquently pleads for. As for
the Caîiada W. C. T. T-5., the truth is thîey as a body do nat follaîv in
thew'ake of the Natioal President, but £ail a long way in Uic ýrear
froni the progressive advances oi that graciaus %voinan and leader,
Frances E. Willard. Individually many of the Ont. W. C. T. U5.
workers are committed ta the principles and justice oi the clainis of
the suffrage niovernent; and I speak -%ith kznowiedge whlen I say
that the great body af our Nvorkcrs 'would bail Nvith gladness the
Pariiamentary franchise as benef-cial ta thera and ta the Temper-
ance Rcforim. And iL is only a mnaLter of Lime îvhen titis great
compendium oi modern civilization-the ballot--willP bo in tlîc
hands ofi aur wroinen a.s a wveapon against Uic political intrignuing
saloon systemn af La.doy. 'Until Lthon let uis both work an in a comD-
mon unity, reinemberitig, " tliat Uic seed af the wonan, sbauld
bruise te serpent s lîcad," aîîd ail huianify be blesscd. Ta titis
end Nve want" ..2more prayer; mare knowlcdge; mare faiLli; miore
labor; more patience; more perseverance; more money; more iva-
men.,,

«'\Vc have no time ta wvaste
In critic's sncer, ar cynic's bark,
Quarrel or repriniand;
T'îvill soon bc dark;
Then chîoose thine aixn,
A&nd may God spced the mark,."

MIY1NIE PBELPS,
Supt. Prcss Dept. Ont. W. 0. T. U5.
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THE QUESTION 0F PROHIBITION.

The question of Prohiibition is before the people of our country. It
is ta bcecxpccted that the religiaus prcss shail kecp the question prominent
until it finds a satisfactory setulement. Intemperance is an evii which
Chîristian prineiple compels us ta appose always, carnestly, and by aIl pro-
per mens. 0

The plea tliat. ta proiîibit the manufacture and sale af intoxicating
liquors îvitliin the liniits of a State, is ta establish suniptuary laws, wvhich are
unconstitutional, is a soplîistry with wlîich' the most attil demagogue will
hard>' be able ta deccive the most ignorant voter. The Statc bas a right
ta regulate trade witliin its bounds and to determine îvhat trades and manu-
factures it will or ve' not liccnse.

Tlie question of the constitutional right af Prohibition is settled in
the ininds of the people. The only question remnaining is the expcdiency
af such lcgislation.

In respect even ta this question af cxpediency, the only point open ta
debate in the minds af Christian mcii is that of niethod. As to, principles,
every good man must confess that intemperance is a great evil, the greatest
that naw casts its shadow aver our ]and. The cry cornes up against it from
aur prisons, four-lufths af wliose inniates have been made criminals by strong
drink; froin thousands af bomnes, where helpless wamcn and children suf-
fer and wecp for rtîined husbands and, fathers, front honorable parents whose
cultured and gifted sons have taken the pradigal's patb. Opposition ta
such an evil is flot a question nf expedienc>' but af principle and of per-
sonal integrity. Wle înust oppose this cvii; we must labor and pray for its
removal.

The question of method in pronioting thie cause ai temperance is now
pressed forward by the people.

Has prohibitory law proven a remedy for the evil ? Let the State ot
Maine be called as the firsC witness. The State of Maine led off mare than
twenty years ago in prohibiting by the vote of her people the sale af intoxi-
cating liquors. Did Maine find the effort nt Prohibition a failure? While
it hab rested îvitb the people ta preserve the prohibitary Iaws, and tbcy ivere
frce froim year ta ycar, if tlîey found themn nat wortlî the trouble of sustain-
ing, ta give judgment against them in their elections, the sentiment in their
favor has steadily strengtlîencd, and at her last election, hiaving tried Prohi-
bition for twventy yqars, sbe incorporated it as an aniendmnent ta hier consti-
tution by a inijarity of seventy tiîousand votes, %Yhile the dominant political
part>' gave ta tlîeir ticket only about sixteen tbousand majarity. Such is
the testimony ai Maine aiter long experience.

Kansas bas already rcduced the amaunt of intoxicating liquors sold in
ber territory mare than one-balf b>' ber prahibitary amendaient. The evil
ai intemperance is disappearing under the new re,,-ine as fast as the mast
ardent friends uf Prohibition had bopcd.

In Arkansas local option has been enforced until the arnaunt af îvhiskey
cansumed in that State to-day as compared Nvith five years ago is as the jug-
full ta the barre].

There are those wbo tel! us tbat Prohibition does not prohihit. It is
said tliot in almost every town and village ai Maine whiskey ma>' be gotten
samewbhere. 'Who are tbey that get it and haw do the>' get it? A mian
îvho is îvilling ta get it anywherc and anyhow, drinks frorn a jug wbich has
been buricd in the inud in a pig-sty, and then -says triumpliantly, «II con
get whiskey in thie State ai lMaine ; Prohibition does not probibit." We
do flot cxpect ta make an>' lows îvbich wvill keep men of that closs train
drinkinig. But the Prohibition ai constitutional law~ and the protest af
seventy thousand inajorit>' ai Mainc7s worthy citizens iih be ?ýrahibitilon
enougb for decent mnen. It were as rensomiable ta pronounice ail] aws against
theft uscecss because the> cannot wlîolly prevent: steohing as ta pronounice
ngainst Prohibition because it does not wbolly prevent drtimkcnness.

Who arc tbey that oppose proli ibi tory laws ? The saloon kecpcrs, and
brcwcrs, and distillers. Thcy are fuhlly aroused ; the>' are lcogued to op-
pose the movernent with ail1 the rnoney and influence wbicb they con coni.
mand. Tliere is no class ai men who watcb with such decp intcrest the
progress ai Prohibition as these, there are none tbat keep botter iniormed
ai its effccts, and tbey resist it witb their utnmost power, giving in tlîeir or-
ganizcd apposition ta it, the best testimany as ta its cfficiency.-Soillh.
,zostern .Afehodu'.


