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* bar-roomn as bodot-black and general niessenger, ho was allowed to eat with
* the landlord's colored servants. His wardrobe was supplied front the cast-

off clotbing of the stable-boys, yet his dress was iieyer as unsightly as his
coumeance. Only two friends of his youtbful days remaincd to himi-runi
and the river ; the latter could flot cast him off' if it would, aîîd hie would flot
abandon the former if hie could; wlîen ho could get rum hc was happy;
when hoe could nut, hc solaced imiiself by lounging on the river batik and
listening tu the only village babbler that talked as it used to do, and neyer
upbraided imii.

Late in tue afternoon of thc day prcccding the bcgirxning of the New
Ycar's cais iii Ihornton, Tomi Dolsor rcturned fromn a long crrand and en-
tered the bar of thc tavern iii a doleful frs-ain of iiiid, for the tril> %vas to
yicld imi only ten ccnts; the next day, New Ycars, could hardly bring hlm
business of any, kind, there being no travclcrs with boots to black in town
on holidays, su lîow was ho to gcu Isis custoniary stimulus? 'l'li prospect
uinianned him-as almost anything could-and he feit like crying, but
aftcr somne effort hie succcded in swearing instead. As lie shufflcd to his
place on the boot.black's bench, hie was startlcd b>' shouts of:

"lHere lic is tiow " "I'oin vou're in luck !" Il *hcire*s a wcok of
solid bliss ahocad of you 1" and other remarks of similar purport.

The sot lookcd about him defiantly; hoe had been the subjcî of very
rough jolies in that bar ronm. He stared iîiquiringly at the bar keeper,
who always spoke withi utliority wlhen hc spoke au ail.

I£lrhey nican it, Tom," said the great poisoncer. Il'The New Year's calîs
is to be talcen ltp here to*morrow-Aruay*s wifo started it-and the fcI-
lows bore think 'twill bo fun to k-ccp the women and the men who are to
cail on *cmn awake ail through to itighit, so they'll féel good and stale t0-
niorrow "

IlI don't watit to gct in the lock.up,*" said Tom, shuffling algain toward
the bootblick's bendli and looking much disappointcd.

I'hero's no dansser of that, Tluni," cxplained one of the opponsents of
New Year's innovations (romi New York. "Ail the btoUs tif 'Tliortitut .1t,
ailwavs rung at mnidnighit of ilie last yeair, but tic racket so:o.linc si
protiy soon, becaise the ringer-, get tire' n ae' îv!iî .
'cri up. iHaw. ju.,t st-c low lutvclv "%c'v ai rang .1 tic whli là:î i.
aid school'housc is righit in the îniddit of tho tuwn. and ils bell is the
easiest of tic w)iole lot to risig. and yeu ils jingit. is so itifernall' loud that
nobody can ll lîcarin' it. WVe'i'c got the kcys; you t.ike 'cus, go in just
before twelve, lock yourself in so noboly cari get au you, take life easy until
the other bouls shut up, and thcn be'gin n<l ring, first n'iîli one ]tand thern
with thc tather, straight îlîrough i <'tilig: W'. Il fend v'<u a liorse-
blanikc to kcp vutî w1rin, give you a pi nt of Wliibky. to kee1> yUU Company,
and, if you sec ilhe jobi through, youi sli:.0l have frec runi ai the bar litre ail
day Io*înorrow end a wo'ck ifterward--l, Tettis Y'

"Fac:," rcj>licd tue bar keelkr. 1111c bovs arc to pay the score."
I 11 do it," s3id Tom, "lif you'Il sec nie'through tii! midnighut," said

Toni.
IlOh. no," Iaughed thc cxpounider of uh.- conspiracy, Ilor you won*t bc

fit to do the job.?'
Tom curled up res-.ignedi>' on Isis bencli ; cight lîours iwouild bc a long

time to wait, but thcn he would have a îint-a pinti a tie of Isis favorite
substitute for food and dlothing. Soon hc was arousizd, liowcver, by sattie
onc sayifig:

Tctisi )-OU forgot bo giî'e TlOM bis iettcr."
"B> the shillclah of St Patrickc, so I did !" cxclaimed the bar keeper,

bastily taking a snill cnveiop)c from bcbind the bar 'wbcre it bad rested
against a boule iatbclcd diOld 'rom Gin."~

"What cow-afly trick are they pLaiuîg on me now !" thought Trom to
* hiinscl(, as hc rose slowiy to bis fect. :ignin he appied, with lsis cycs, to

t hc bar-keepor, and that officiai responded:
* "Jt's no joke, Tom. One of thc post office clerks said ho put it in

Our box bcause he becard vou c. me bitre oftcner titan anywborc visé."
Tom siowiy extendcd bis hind and took the ictter.
"lBcnier hire a room an' lock yoursef in 'fore >'ou opcn it," suggested

une tounçer. IdPrha>s its irons the Secrctary uv the 'Ircassuuy, an' got a
check in it for intcrcst on ycr rcgistcrod bonds."

"M Xore likcl' iu's fromt a tailor tbat trusted Tom wbcn tic bummer
worc good ciothes," said another.

The envcilope %was thin enotigh for Tom to read .through it thc natne,
I'Mrs Oscar .srthray"' in rcmatkabiy uniform lettcrs As hc rend, sorti
one remarked :

IlLke cniongb ius front sottie womnan wbo7s ta\'cn with bis style, anW
wants hlm ta malte love to ber.»

Tom began to lay the lotucr on the bar; but as the speakecr cnded thc
rcmnar, the drunkard cbanged bis n'ind and plaeed tho missive bctween
bis îch'-îhn be piclkod up a chair and fellcd his torniontor ta the floor.
Tbcrc was dced silencc for a moment, sucb as tîsuiailly follows any manifes.
tation o( honorable feeling in a bar room. 'rom wc-nt in a basin in a
corner, washed bis bands, took the cnvýclopo (rom bi-, sontowhat inappropri.
ate position, and lcft the roomn.

Wh3t could 'Mms ArUirai' x2nt or hlm? Re.c supposcd -ie bad forgotten
him long ego. Nut iiat l:e liad (orgoitcn hier; he neyer smw bcer in the
-erect-wbcre sbc always pas.%cd hmn 'witbout recognition-wihout reaiizing
kcnl>' for à monen iuow v'hlc- aidcî %-as the piulf tuain svp)arited lîlîti
Tom thet îiends of bis youili . (or bail uot the gloriotîs womrtns band oficn

ntade bis coat sleeve feel a little fuller than usual in the old days-hiad not
bis voice and bers blended in the-church choir-had not ho and shce taken
part in many an innocent village froiic? Sanie of bis eatly acquaintances
had grown sad and old but she seemed to have discovered the secret of
perpetual youth. Could it be that--enraging thouglit-that now site, who
once had been bis compansion, wanted hinm for sanie menial service on the
nîorrow, some service such as ho was oftcn callkd oni 10 do for other people?

Ho went to the stable loft and broke tlîe enveolpe; it containcd nicrely
a card bearing the lady's name, and the lino: "At home, January si ; front
io a. in. to 10 P. ni.",

";Great Hcavens 1" exclamed Tom, it mnust iiiean tiat iii invitcd to
cal! on bier! Thon she can't know that-sic catî't cî'or have seîî or licard
-sbc--ob, my Cod V"

l'le pour wretch imagined for a moment Mrs. Artlîray and hinisclf
standing face to face, and bis little strcngth dcserted hiîn so cntirely duiat lie
tell as if struck by paralysis. He covered his face with lsis hands, gtoaned,
swore, cried, and exclained, "1Awful, awful, awful 1"

Suddenly, ho sprang to bis feet, liurried out of the stable and toward the
river. rhe suni had set, the shop-keepers were lighuing their lamps, but
no malter, Ic darker the boîter," muttcred T'om 10 himiself; IlI don't
want anybody £0 see me unow." He went ulurough the least frequented
streets, ho almost ran, and before thc darkness liad entircly closed around
him, ho reachcd the siiore.

Ho liad meant to end bis inisery bh, a sudden pîtinge, but bis féeble
nerves were already exhausted by bis ur.jsual exertion, and lie paused 10
recover courage. Ho tried tu regain strength. and resolution by withdraw-
ing front bis pockct the lîttle bit of posteboard that liad worked suîch a sud-
den change in bis 3pathcîic, brutish life. B;ut the spelI did flot wark as hce
wishod. miat his bewi!dercd brain came tic thouglit that Alice .&rthray
herself-uhe handsomest woman in 1'hornton, the nobk'st womian ho bad
ever known or heard af, had touched that samne card-hacl sent it to hîni.
lie seed to profane the card by touching it, yet at thie ennie time the in-

,ensate thing seed tu bo placlng btfore Isis cyes incident after incident of
Isis adly lifo. In imagination hc [)ccrnme lsis aid seif ;ugain, and ai la.st lie
zun d a.in toward tie tuwn, saying tu Itiii.%clf :

" Better ho a hîappy foui, while it lazt-, îhan a deatid one."
But the charm did flot fast Bî tlîe lime lue rcaclued the tavern lie had

sworn to reforni and thea sworn to steal rum and gel blind drunk as seoia
as possible; he did not keep cither oath, but slung into bis own place in the
bar room and gratefully took a glass of ram witli the lurkeein admira-
tion of tic only man wlîo had ou'or in that room roscnîted ans iiusiilt 1 lady,
silenuly lia«ndod him. The stuff made hin cntircly bis own self again; hoe
forgot Nirs. Auira>', bis good resolutions, luis bad resolves and evcerything
ciste but the thought that at twelve o'ciock, lie wA= to bave a plt of whisky.
and from daylight of the next morning he was to bave unlimited liquor for
a week.

It scenicd tu hlm the bours frùm six o'clock, 10 twelvc would neyer
pass. *Hc tricd to sieep, but could not. Tlîc smcllVof the liquor tat
begans to flow in profusion as thc evening loungers p. thercd, almiost mad-
dencdl hlm, and bc begged ane man alter anoulier 10 give hlmi just anc
drink, but aIl wcre obduratc, for tho>' knew the.part tbat Tom was- t0 play',
and tboy wanted bim. to bc sober enotugh to do a.il tuit iras planned for
hlm.

At the stroke of eleven be aros ln desperation and wcnt out af doors
10 kcp the sight and smell ai bis liquuid enemny from tornienting hlm iny
longer. l'hc nigbt was bitter coid, so hc srucakcd into a little bedroomn in
the stable, and stolc tbo sleeping caachman's ulster t0 kecp hlmi warm
whiic he walked ; in a1 short dime he- would have a pint of rani, then be
would, bc warmi cnougit. Ho turned up the groat colir oÇuhe coat, 50 that
it cov.ered bis ears; hc thrast bis bands deep in bis pocicets; hc foit gloves;
ho put themaon. «l'len hie lauçbed to himseif and niuttcred:

IlNobody couid tell me froin a gentleinan'-bere in the clark. 1 wondet
how it would fei ta wcar ovcrcoat and gloves b>' dayliglît again ? Why,
I fécl as if 1 was a man again ; 1 wonder-."

What he wonde'ted luc couuld neer aftcrinrd romember, for bc sud-
deniy encountered somcthing tbat feut likte a post, but wbicb, as il fol over,
proved to bc a man witb a lantern, beside wbomi a woman appeared to
bo waiking.

IlVoit stupid foUlow 1" exciaimcd the mian as bc rcgatinedà bis kect; diwho
aire you ï"

*«Tom Dýoiserg' repicd Uic drunkard dcfiantiy; be secmed ta bave
absorbed a great deal of courage froun the coaciman's coat andi giovos.
"Now do you know?"

Vl.: man with tbc lantern brushcd snaw front bis slcevcs and unuttered
somictbing to blunscîf, to the cff[ect tbat bh at nover bocard tbe name befoir
and bopcd he migbt neyer racet its owner anain, but the lady broko muao a
nmusical laugb and exclaimed :

"lWl',t an odd way ta mnccl an oid ftiend 1 Dont you remember nie,
'rom, Aiicc Rarrow? andi lot me malte you acquaintd wltb ni> husband1
Mr. Artbray2'l

«This innterally aitcrs the case," sait Arthrây, extcnding bis hand.
"Any od fricnd u,( ii> vifc may ruu against mc in ilie stroot wbcnever te

likes.'
"Oscar is gaing ta ring the ebimes ln aur nid rhuîrc1u to.nigtt, andi Un

WiJbhim Wo comnparse" saui )ms Atthray. IlWun7i you couic xiih tus, -m


