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FRIDAY, SEPTEMBEL 12, 1878,

THE PROGRESS OF TOTAL AB-
STINENCE.

There can be no doubt at all in the mind
of any ono who is at all alive to what ia
passing around him, but that the principles
of Total Abstinence aro coming to be
adopted and acted on by an increasing
number of people, while they arc oxorcis-
ing sn over growing influonce upon the
habits of our people and the character of
our legislation. The evils of intemperance
are 8o widely sproad, and are so practically
brought home te oyery one thatthe wondor
i3 rot that efforts, vigorous and eustained,
should now be put forth to counternct them,
but that theso offorts should lhave been so
long delayed, and should hitherto have
been crowned with such limited succees.
Time was and that not long gono whoen
Total Abstainers had almost to apologize
for being in existence, and had to stand
continually upon their defence. Now the
tables are turned, and thosoe who aro not
Total Abstainers fool thatthoe duty lies with
#hom to show cause why they are as they
are. Even the Probibition of the Liquor
traflic altogother is now discussed with ever
increaging eagerness, and polticians of
overy shade of sobriety or the reverse, have
to calculate the influence of the Prohibi-
tionists and so far o go in with their ideas.
On the other hand the liquor mnterest s on
this very account incrensingly active and
enorgetic in defence.  Notoriously the
Licensed Victuallors of England, have done
very much to wonken the Gladstone Ahln.
istry by opposing as one man all those who
are in its favour. They fancy that that
ministry has shown shown too much regard
to the opponents of their trade and have
therefoxe rallied all their forces 1 opposi-
tion. In Great Britain the liquor traffic
has frightful proportions, and 18 chorished

and established by law as no other trade 1s. i

The grog shops of England have already
converted more than s million of the
people into paupers, and if their miquitous
work is not stopped will speedily make a
suill greater army of waifs and strays. It
is not 50 bad here but tho sama process is
going on, and the same results will unless

active counteractive measures Do tskcn‘

inevitably follow. Evory one 1s begmmng
to seo that the sober and industrions have
to pay eventually for all this wreck and ruin
and no wouder then that the questwn
comes to be asked ** why allow 1t to go on
at all?”

Dr. Hollaud, in Scribner for last month,
pais tho matter very fauly and pithily.
Referring to the terrible fact that sixty
thousand Americans march year by year
to a drunkards grave filling sixty thousand

* homes with shame and sorrow; burdening
the public with paupers; crowding the
prisons with felons, lessering so far the
productive indnstry of tho country; rummng
fortunes; breaking hopes; engendering
disease end wretchedness and destroying
both body and soul in hell before the £imo.
The Doctor ndds the following sentences
which all in Canadaas well as in the States
would do well to ponder seriously :—

Thg prosperity of the liguor interest,
eovering every dopartment of it, depends
entirely on the maintenance of this |rmy.
It convot live without it. It never did
livowithout it. So long as the hiquor -
t _resbinaintains its present prosperous con-
dition, it will cost America ths sacrfice of
sixty thousand men every year. The
effect is inseparable from the cause. The
cost to the country of the liquor traffic 154
sum stupendous that ..ny figures wlnch wo
should dare to give would conviet us of
trifiing, ‘The nmount of life absolutely de-
stroyed, the amount of industry sacrificed,
the amount of bread {ransformed into
poison, the shame the unavailing sorrow,
the ciime, the povorty, the pauperism, the
brutality, the wild waste of vital and finan-.
cial resources, make an sggregate so vast,
5. ‘realeulably vast, thet the only wonder
is that ihe American peopls do not rise as
one man and declare that this great curse
shiall oxist no longer.

Daoes anlt sane woman douht that women
aro sufforing & thousand times more from
ram ¢than from any political disability ¢

The truth js that there is no guestion
before tho Amoricant peosple to-day that
vegins to mateh in importance the tempor
ancefquesti- = The question of American

slaversfwas  “ver anything but a haby by

within tap years, If not within five, the
whols countyy will "be awske toit, and
divided upon it. The opgaulzations of the
lisuor Juterent, the vest funds &6 1ty oom:-
mend, tho univeral feeling prong thore
whase businens is pitted againe ¢ the nation-
al prospority and the public moralss~thiio
areenough to rhow that, upoa one eide of
this marter, ‘at least, tho mesent conditton
of things and the rocial and political ques.
tiona that lie 1 the immedirte futnre are
apprehondod. The Hquor intereat knuws
thore 18 to bo & great struggle, and 18 pre-
paring to maeet it.  Deopls both in tius
country and in Great Britain sro begiun-
ing to sco tho eno mity of this business, avo
beginning to realize that Christian civiliza-
tien is actually poisonied at itsfountain, and
that there canbe no puritication of it umtil
tho sourcs of the powson is drisd up,

Wo hivo not n doubt about what the
Doctor suys heing realized to the letler,
Withm ten, aye withm five yoars the tem-
perance question will bo the question of the
doy in comparison with which all others
will eom small and insignificant.  During
tho last three years 5,207,600 bushels of
different kiuds of grain woere consumod n
Canadn in manufacturing intoxioating
drinks to the dreadful injury both of our
health and morals, It remains for the
decont, thonghtful peoplo of the country to
say whother or not sush waste and ruin
shall bo pormitted to goon and with ever
increasing power for ovil,

If tho Christian people of Canada wish to
put this great ovil down they oan do so. If
they don’t the responsibility lies on their
heads.

-

' TEACHING IN SABBATH SCHOOLS.

We foar the same might bo said of a very
great many sckolars in our Canadian Sab-
bath Schools, whioh is ment‘ionod in refer.
ence to thoso in England by the London
Sunday Scheool Teacher. In o paperon the
results of loonl oxaminations of Bunday
Scholars in England, it is declared in that
periodical that “the facts of Serpture are
no’ impressed upon the minds of our schol.
ars as they ought to be,” and in evidenco of
this it is said of one oxamination “thata
very large proportion of the candidates were
unable to tell us anything concerning the
life, mission, or death of John the Baptist.
One said that he was a custom-house officer’
anothor that he wasa disciple that loved
Christ ; another that he wasa publiean ; an-
other that he was bohonded by Cmsar; and
another that he was crucified between two
thioves.” Indeed, “it was the exception,
not by any meanc the rule, whons question
relating to the historical portion of the
Book was answered corrcetly,” oven by
those who had boen six or soven years i
the Sunday-school. It is added that, -side
by side with the ignorance thus shown of
Bible fact gonerally, there wasa full ac.
quaintance with the fundamental truths of
the Christian faith. “'That Christ died to
save sinnors and that he would saveall who
put their trust in him were truths with
| which all the scholars seemed fammhar.
Queostions whiclr related to the object of
Christ'’s doath or which bors upon the
; nature of trus and acceptable prayer wore,
t a8 & rile, answered exceedingly well,and
! some instances by the very candidates who
; blundered so amszingly on other points.’
It is cortainly pleasant to know that the
Sunday-school does so well 1ts most impor-
tant work of bringing a knowledge of Christ
, oud his saliation to the children , butit 1s
; & pity 1f those who have beon for yesrs
‘ the Sunday-schuol are little better informed

as to the Bible record generally than are
tha average church atiendants who have
; been taught valyin the family and from the
pulpit. s
Indeed we fear that & good deal of Sab-
bath School teacking does not amount to
| much. Too many teachers don't prepare
t for meeting their scholars, and therefore
{ don’t teach for the simple reason that they
themselves don't know and will not learn.
The consequence is that the children get dis-
;gusted and either leavo schiool altogether
or merely fool away the hour. Therois a
’ mighty army of earnest devoted teachess,
but there are also too many that are caro-
less,irregular,uninterested, and consequent-
ly uninteresting. When teachers eannot fill
j ur the half bour, or 40 minutes of teaching
| without yawning, looking at their watches,
X and making the childron read chapter after
, chapter without ono word of remark no
Q wonder the scholars are not very eager.

In general the tewcher that is thoroughly
intercsted mn the work and dibigently and
pray erfully prepaves for it beforehand will
not have to complain of the children. But
if & teacher can never bo reckoned or to be
in his or her placo punctually at the hour,
no wonder the class zoon disappears. If
an hour or two a week ceunet bo spared for
earnest preparation it wonld be hetter in
ordinary eases for swel {0 drop the Sab.
bath & ‘hool teaching eltogether. Their
labours are not likely to come to much.

e e . —

A congregation in connecotion with the
Canada Presbytenian Church, Lisa been or-
ganired at Riviere du Loup, Funds are
being raised tobuild a church to b called
“Rintoul" Church, in memory of Rev.
William Rintoul., , - . .

¥

v

1 The consequenca is that they have, in uot

~th oo Ty

Wao regret to have to make the snnounee.
ment thig week of tho death vfthe Rov. Jas.
Harris, ot ibisjoity.  Mr. Harris was cne of
our ohlest oiti, ns, having beon conneeted
with Torouto stnes 1820, in which year ho
oame from Irolund and settled iz what was
then York. At that thao there wors only
two Prosbytorian rainistors west of Kmg-
sten, iz, Mr, Jenkins of Richmond Hull,
and Mr. MoDowall, of Larnest town, The
Rresbyterigns in Jie York of those duys
were but few, Mr. Harrie, howaver, in
ciccnmetonces far from enesuraging, aot
about orgayuzing n congrogation, Mo was
mos$ onbrgetically seconded in thus work by
tho late desso Kotohum, Eisq,, who, besides
giving 2l the land on Queen Stroot now be.
longing to Knox Church, also builts church
entirely at Ina own expense loaving only
the internal fittings to be paid for by anas-
gesswtent upon the pow holders, M. Far-
ris was inducted as pastor of this chureh in
1828, and on the 2nd Sabbath of Sopterabor
of that year, dispensed tho sacramont to 28
communicants.  Yrom that timo the con-
gregation grow and prospered with the
growth and prosperity of the city—continu-
ing the single Presbyterian body in the city
11111827, when the present St. Androws'
Chureh was built, and » congregation was
gathered in connoction with the Church of
Scotland. When the distuption took place
in 1844, muany of tho mombers of St
Andrew's Church loft and formed a Free
Church. This new congrogation called the
Iate Dr. Burns, and resolved to build & new
chureh to be called Knuox Chureh, Beforo,
however, further steps wore takon, over-
tures wore mado by Mr. Harris' congrega-
vion for & union with the Free Church—it
boing understood that Mr, B, would retire
on an annuity and all woeuldj unite in wel-
coming Dr. Burns o pastor. This was
done. Mr. Harris from that date ceased to
bo & regular pastor, but continued his con-
nection with Knox Church up to the time
of his death, and during all that time dis.
charged the duties of ruling older.

Upon the whole the course of Mr. Harris
has been a q uet and comparatively an nn-
evontful one. Of & naturally modest and
reliring disposition he has {aken no promi.
nent par} in public matters during tho last
80 years, though still interested in the pros-
perily of tho Churoh and doing allin his
power to promote its best interests. His
quiet, consistont godly life, secured for him
the respect of all, whilo those who were
priviloged with his acquaintance and friend-
ship, not only honoured the ministor but
loved the man. He has come to hus grave
like 2 shock of corn fully ripe. His end
was peace. Having served bis generation
“ho fell & sleop.”

b

ACCOOUNTS OF THE OANADA PRES-
BYTERIAN CHURCH,

The accounts of the Canada Presbyterian
Church from 1st May, 1872, to 82th
April, 1878, as printed in the Record for
September, are of & very pleasing and satis-
factory character. In almost all the differ-
ent departments of effort there wasa sur-
plus after ail the demands of the year were
met.

For a good many years the fund for
Knox College has not been in &  very heal-
thy prospercus condition. Now it is very
different. Last year all demands were
met, and $284 of arrears paid off, so that
on the first of last Afay there was only the
sum of $80 94 against the fund.

The Foroign Fr 4 had at the beginning
of last financial year a balance in its f .or
of §1,902, but at tho close, the balance had
risen to 85,120 56.

The Home Fund had last year anincomo
of $19,019 68. After meeting all claims
there was a balance in hand of $829 21,
against a deficit in the former yoar of
$209 66. In the circamstances of the coun-
try perhaps this is the most important fund
of the Church, and the manner in which
contributions to it are increasing shows
how the peopls Legin to reslize that impor-
tance, and accordingly give freely in its
support. The opemmngs for evangelistic
work are limited simply by the means sup-
plied for prosecuting it. On every side, the
fields are white to the harvest, and we bhe.
Lieve the people of the Cannda Preshyterian
Church will meet tho ever increased de-
mands which success brings with it, in the
right liberal spirit which all God's people
ought ever to cultivate and mamfest.

The Widowr' Fand has now an invested
capital of $72,779 41, besides nearly
thousand dollars in cash. The fund for
aged ministers is small compared with thi,
but is gradually though slowly incrensing,
The demands apor this latter fund will in_
creaso overy yeax, and it is a pity thatit
should not be in such & condition as would
allow & more decent sum to bo given to
those who have worn thenselves out in the
servioo of the Cliarch, thau the acanty pit-
tance which is at present afforded. With
tho salarios given to the groat raajority of
miuvisters, and the demands made upon
them, it is quite impossible that they should
be able to mako any provislon for old age,

_ at them by men whoss tToyalty’ is the labe]

their vwn great discomfort and tne Knjury’
of their congregations, whils, if there wers
sriy decent proviien for retiving, they
woald be only teo thankiul to give placs tu
youngor and moro cfifeiont Lvethren, and
after the burden and heut of the day hed
beon borue, woold rest happily, T4 js then
quite o8 suuvh for the benefit of the peopls
as of the pumnisters to have thig fand for
aged and iufin pavtors jn a healthy and
officient state, and we searcely kuow o way
in whitkh some of our wealthy men could
maore offoctually serve the cause of Christ
then by aitending fo this oatter. Tho
aged scrvant of Chsist may re<kon on being
provided for, bntnot by a miracle. It is
through the Church that ihiz is fo bs
offected, and we are ufraid the Chureh
generally has  acarcely boen doing its duty
in this respect.

Pouk Fotices,

—
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Canap1ay MoNTHLY roR SEPTEMBER.~

Thig is one of the best numbers of what
we are glad tolearn is n thoroughly estah
lished magazine. Ifs *Current Events”
will, as usual, be to many readers its chiof
attraction, but it will not, ns in some pre-
cading numbers, be its ouly omo. The
“Essay on Old Maids” may not be brilliant,
and certainly some of tho sketches in it
ave not very life.Iike, but the moral sought
to be inculeated is upon the whole healthy.
Marriage, we arc assured, is not to be
looked on as the sll in all of woman's life,
nor is the condition of an old maid “neces-
sarily one so horrible as fo be avoided at
almost any possible sacrifico. A good
many ‘old maids’ aro neither soured, ma-
lignant, nor hideous—are no retailers of
scandal, and no gloomy fault-finders. On
the contrary, almost overybody knows
somo ono or more of the singlo sisterhood,
as genial, kindly, sweet {empered, benovo-
lent, and beneficent ns could be found
samong the matrons of the same circle. No
doubt married life, if at all what il ought
to he, is preferable, but then how often isit
not what it ought to ke. Many o wearied,
broken-down drudge of & wife might well
envy the ‘old maid's’ quiet room, hay black
teapot, and hor tabby eat.” Wo like also
the article on “Cowper” very much. We
are inclined to go even farther than the
essayist in lus denial of religion being the
cause of Cowper’s insanity. Religion, in-
stead of being the cause of that insanity, so
far delivered him from it, and gavo his life
all the beauty and all the calm that it aver
enjoyed. Ifthe darkmess roturned, it was
simply physical disease gradually gaining
the mastery, andis no more to be attri-
buted to religion than is an attack of fover
or congestion of the Iungs. But for his re-
ligion, Cowper, in all likelihood, would
have been through life o moping idiot or a
raving madman, if he had not, which is
still more likely, agaim and agnin attempted
suicide, till be at last succeeded, without
having written anything the world would
over have cared to rond or kmow. “Cur-
rent Events,” however, will be the articlo
most gonerally read. It ize vigorous en-
slaught upon the Dominion Government,
with o hard hit or two against the Opposi-
tion in the by-going. Woe give the fow
closing sentences ;—

“What will be the end ? We cannot ask
ourselves the question without tho deepest
anxiety, or without much misgiving, Every-
thing depends, in fact, on the moral stamina
of the people; and we hardly kuow what
estimate of their moral stamina would bo
formed by an observer, taking—like Sir
Hugh Allan, though with a difforent object
—a calm view of the situation. A long
period of government by corruption has
not failed to produce in thoe political quar-
ter & criminal population which looks for.
ward to another escap- of 1ts favorite hero
from a ‘tight place,’ just as the community
of Seven Dials would heve looked forward
to ancther escape of Jack Shepperd from
the ‘stone jug' The language held by
these people is tho precise counterpart of
the language held by the followers of Tweed
snd Butler in defenco of their respective
chiefs. The flunkey element is also, we
fear, congiderabls, thanks in no smail
measure to the futal hypocrisy of Liboral
Jjournals, which, in their anxiety, spparent-
tly, t purge themselves of some dreaded
imputation, received the representatives of
the Home Government, not with seemly
respeet and genuine cordiality, but with n
strain of flattery of which, whon employed
towards o royal porscnage in former days,
the loyal but mauly old Dr. J. ohnson gaid
that ‘it was wonderful that any man that
know the meauing of his own words cauld
use without gelf-detestation. 'The Gover-
nor-General, in hiz speech at Halifax, jo-
coscly deecribed the relntions betwesn lum-
self and the peoplo undex Lis rulo as sunilar
to those belween an idol and jts unreason-
ing worshippers; and we are afraid that
fhcre isin very dsed no emall amount of
jostification for thie motaphor, When(
calle_d upon to display true Iegalty by de.
fending the great prinsiples of congtitution.
al sovernment, gome Crnediens would
quail beneath the tairt of dislogalty levelled

ointa of Epetiad wiakirtuey, the Lerbans:
Ef the whole nation ‘hnw: brinwt:g}m?
and its raoval judgmers, has haen deadcne{
by the incessant intorolanpe of party ,,,f
wany and vittperation, & that fhe ok«ar:»;,
ovidence of n xeally heindax offuncy no:q
wakes a cotaporatively feoka naprezsioy
on ths popular mind.  Thero 4 uls thy
inevitable and ingrained belieg tat ove
appeal is mndo in the interest of 4 hetio?
which renders it alwost Jumipossibla g a"
the public enr on behalf of the nation, 2p.
sides, if the struggle s protyocted, we &
hardly espect a busy aud MOLY-makj
people {o keep up the lively interest op the \
mnoral tension necessary Jor $he  support of
theic champlons to the end. Aunoiher, ang
perhaps still more formidablo sovrgy of
misgiving, is the corruption of Padiamen,
which hes apened n torrible abyss beneath
tho foundations of our free fustitutions, f
is not improbable, that for the prosent, fhy
nation may sucewub, and that i gy py
left for gome youth who is now watehing
the trinmph of iniguity with o swellip,
heart, fo rise hereaftor and boat away ™
vuliures which aro proying on the vitsly of
his country. But the patriotic condug of
the fourteer Ministorialists who Jjoined in
the remonstrance against the Bbrorogation
is o hopeful omen—and in the polities
sphere, o gallant effort is never madg iy
vain.”

THE ANTIGONISH RIOT.

STATEMENT PREPARED BY COMMITTRE o
PICTOU PRESDYTERY,

The following statement of facts has
been propared by the Committeo of the
Presbytery of Pictou, appointed on the i)
of August for that purpose, and for taking
such measures s they mey consider best
fitted to secure for all our ministers and
peoplo the full exercise of their rights and
privileges.

The Rev. Charles Chiniquy in accordance
with the resolution of Synod sauthorizing
him to visit as many of the congregations
of the Presbylerian Church of the uower
Provinces as he could overtako, visited the
covgrogation of Antigonish on the 10th of
Jvly, and lectured in the church in the
evening. His nudience consisted of Rom.
an Catholics, and members of the congre.
gation. For s little whilo the moeeting was
orderly, but ufter Mr, Chiniquyhad spoken
for somo time, 5 number of the Roman
Catholies went out of the church, but soon
returned accompaniod by others, and con-
tinued going out and coming in, always in
large numbers, until the close of the ser-
vices. During the evening an oxcited
crowd fllled the space in front of the chureh,
the lobby, and door way, and ultimately
took forcible possession of the building.
They interrupted the speaker by continual
noise. frequently shouling * you lie, you
lio,” and by raising the alarm of fire, and
ringing tho church and sehool-house bells,
in which way they attempted wholly fo
break up the meeting. 'The violence of the
crowd was such that the door of the Churchk
was wrenched from its hinges, and the iron
bar from the gate. Thoe meeting however
continued until after 10 c'clock, p.m. The
audience was then dismissed, but Messrs.
Chiniquy and Goodfellow with a few others,
remained In the church nearly lialf an hour
longer, waiting for tho crowd to disperse.
But instead of doing so thoy still continued
to press into the porch and about the en-
trance. Mr. Guodfellow being informed
that they intended violence, weat out and
urged them to separate. They rofused o
do 50. On Messrs, Chiniquy, Goodfellow,
and those with them leaving the chureh
soon after, thoy were mof by a crowd of
somo two or three hendred porsons, con-
sisting chiefly, not of “ boys,” but of mem
young and old, among whom were 50en
oven fomo magistratc andlawyers. They
had not procecded many steps when tho
mob nassailed them, at first with eggs and
gravel, and afterwards with stones. It
being moonlight, snd Messrs. Chiniqny
and Goodfellow onsily distinguished, the
stones wero aimed at them. Both of them
were struck fivo or six fimes.  Mr. Good:
fellow received n sovere blow on the llfﬁd
which nearly knocked him down, injuring
him serionsly, and incapneitated hum from
his pastoral duties for o week. Mr. Chini-
quy was also struck between the shouldess
withi o hieavy stono which stunned him ‘{or
a little.  Mr. Burnside,}elder, while {ryiog
to protect them wae knocked down on the
street, Mrs, Smi™, the wife of a Colpor
tour, had her ankls soverely hurt by ablow
from astone, They were thus pursued
until they wers forced tc take refuge in Mr.
Alexander Cameror’ house, having foutd
it imposeiblo in consequence of the threat-
ened danger to their lives to procecd &8y
farthor towards the mange, So great was
the fury of the mob, that they throw stoned
at Messrs. Chiniquy snu Goodfellow, 3%
they werv entering the house and also &

tho windows by which some panes of glsé
wero broken, The mob continned fo sar
round and besiege the honse until after oné
oclock in the morning, nnd during 0.

+ i e
whole of that tiue, they confinued to 8¢



