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""A DENOMINATIONAL ORGAN.

An ovorturo on $his subject from the London Synod
was supported by Dr. Proudfoot, wlio thought
that such a medium as & weekly newspaper
would greatly advance many intorests of tho
Church, Hocould not withdraw the overturo,
but he would recommend tho As ombly to vote
it down, and hoped that all tho nembors of it
would oxtend their hearty support to tho Brit~
ish American Prosbyterian, publizhed by
private onterprise, Had that paper beon {b ox-
fstenco o yonr ago, his overture would nover
have beon introduced.

On motion of Mr. Mullon, nftor rome discussion. it
was rosolved that tho overturo Lo vejected,
AND THAT TIE ABOVE-MENTIONED PAPER BE RE-
COMMENDED TO THE MINISTERS AND MEMBERS
or Ty C.P. CHUZCIL As WORTHY OF THEIR
HEARTY SUPPORT.~From Proceedings o) Geveral
Assembly.
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JOHN KNOX.
Annijversaries and jubilecs, centen-
aries, bicentenaries nnd tricentnries, are
in the present day all diligently put in
requisition to keep up the memory of

- remarkable events or distmguished in-

dividuals, On such oceasions mmnch
speech making is indulged in, and tou
often much drinking, if not drunken-
ness, is at once the indication and the
source of the larger portion of the en-
thusiasm,

We have Burns' anniversaries, with
any amount of puinful twaddle. and os-
tentatious debanceh, as if it were hell n
cardinal article of faith that no one conuld
appreciate the ¢ Ayrshire bard ™ with-
out at the same time having a partienlar
appetite for the * burley bree.”” While
Burns has to have a yearly guzzle, with
appropriate illustrations, in his honor,
Walter Scott is disposed of by a cen-
tenary, and Shakespeare has to put up
with even something less.

The Dickens’ celebration will uu doubt
by and by be in full blast,and every dull
fellow with literary prociivities will think
himself bound to dvink to the memory
of Thackeray, and sccure an annual
headache. in order to prove that he ap-
preciates the genius of the ** great sat-
rist.”

The whole business, in slort, of cele.
brations, both of distingnished men and
remarkable events, has been sudly vvers
done. Questionablepeople,with bibulous
tendencies, have got it mostly into their
own hands, and have made it, to a great
extent, an excuse for silly declunation
and copious libations to the *joliy qud."”
It comes, accordingly to be a question
whether decent folks should not let the
whole thing alone, allow the tonstinyg of
s glorions and immortai memories  to
proceed unshared in, till it Lecome =0
ovidently & nuvisanee and absurdity as to
cure itself. Perhaps this wounld he the
best plan, and yet it is a pity that so
natural and praiseworthy a  custom
should be made so disrcputable, and
should be altogether avuided, becnuse g
has been so grievously abused. Conld
not sensible people show & more ¢ cl-
lent way, and resene anniversaries and

jubilees from the general ridicule and
contempt underwinch they have fallen ?
For instance, on the 24th of November
next, it will be tkree hundred years
since John Knox rested from his labors.
In the opinion of wmany, this wiil afford

an approprinte eveaston for getting up a
dontonstration in honor of the great Re-
former, and saying some much needed
words in defenco of the work he accom-
plished, and tho trnth he taught. The
man who, under God, has made Hieot.
land very much what it is to-day, and
has, more than any other porson, en
stamped his charneter upon many be-
sides Scotsinen theworld over, rye, even
in many respects upen some who have
profesaed tu repudiate his teachings, and
have songht to defame nscharastor and
lifo,needsneither apology norvindieation,
The vesults of hislabors unswer for i,
even in the gates of hiv enemien. No
man now who has any nght to speak
with authority on the subjeet, will even
presume to vepresent the great Keformer
as a rude iconoclast, or a boorish, insu-
lert peasant,who took every opportumty
to iusult Lis Queon, and to make mani-
fest his entire lack of culture and tuste,
All that sort of misvepresentation be-
longs to days gone by. The stern old
times inwhich ko lived required certainly
no “rose-water snrgery,” andthe s sweet-
nesy and light " of which half heathen-
wzed littera teurs of the present day talk
50 maguificently, wounld very possibly
have been out of place in the life and
death wrestlo for freedom of opinion and
freedom of worship then engaged in;
but John Knox was anything but an un-
cultivated ceelesiastic, or a bullyiug
demagogue,  Stern he no doubt was,
but yet tender, ready to pull down the
“ nests,” that the * rooks might fly
away,” yet not destitute of taste for the
beautiful, whother in the lofty cathedral
or the * winged word.”

Stdl it would be worth while for Pres-
byterians the world over to have memo-
rinl meetings at the time we indieate,
Grand old truths require sometimes to
koep state.  Though the educated and
intelligent have far different ideas of
John Knox and s labours than were
prevalent even sixty or seventy years
ago, yet many still think of him ay the
gloomy fanatic, and the narrow-minded
bigot, and what he taught is still set
forth in gross caricature by many who,
it is charitable to tlink, speak only in
1gnoranee, not 1 malice.

The neat 24th of November, then,
would be a fitting opportunity for Pres-
byteriaus, and lovers of freedom the
world over, to direct special attention to
those brave days and brave men of old,
and to tell their children, and tell then
to tell their children in coming times
how much they owe, socially, intellectu-
ally, and spiritually, to the lion-hearted
men like Knox and his associates, who,
stroug w the fear of God, never feared
the face of man, while rannfally and
suceessfully contending against the most
deadenmyg and degrading system of sn-
perstition and tyrauny with which the
world has ever heen cmsed,

The fight w wlich Kuox engaged 1y
not yet over, but it is now waged in cir-
cumstanuces much more propitivus, and
shame will it to those who profess to
follow in his fuotsteps, if they carvy it
not furward to an unmistukeable and
trinmphant issue.
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BRITISH AMERICAN PRESBYTERIAN.

A WORKING PRESRYTERY.

At tho late meeting of the Geueral
Assombly, special eredit was given to
the Prosbyteries of ‘Torontoand Chathan
for the wauner in which the Mission
stations within their bpundswere worked,
and for the liberality displayed by their
congregations in contributing to the
Home Mission Fund,

T'rom the minutes of a meeting of tho
Chatham Presbytery, held on the 25th
June, as reported inanotlior column, we
learn that that Prosbytery has appointed
doputations to visit at onee each group
of aid-receiving Mission Stations i the

i bounds, invurder toseem sthiereduction of

the grants now recerved from the Home
Mission Coturnittee, nud it is anticipated
that tho vesult will be o very matorial
reduction of the guntin all the stations,
if not the entive removal of 1t m one or
wo.

"The Presbytery also vesolved, at the
same meeting, to rase Jdie stipend of all
its ministers to at least S600 per annum,
This hias heen the nimof the Assembly’s
Howme Mission Committee for the past
two yeurs, so far as the entire Church
was eoncerned, but ap to this time, from
lack of funds, they have been unable to
accomplish it. We arve glad to learn
that the Chatham Presbytery has the
prospect of successfully earrying out this
laudable scheme, and that, too, very
soon, within its bounds.

On the aunthority of the Clerk, we
learn that, although little over a fort-
night hag elapsed smee the Presbytery
vesolved on this action, atleast one con-
gregatlon-—~that of Thamesville—has
agteed to increase its minister's sti-
pend to the sum of $S60U per annum,
This is most creditablo, as it is only
three years sinee that congregation was
suppleniented by $150 per annnm.

There still remain four other congre-
gations in the Presbytery, paying less
than $600 to their Ministor, Two of
these are expected at once t. come up
to the desired swm. and 1t is anticipated
that the other two will soon follow, so
that the Presbytery is likely to report
to next General Assembly that each of
its ministers receive at least S600 per
annum,whilst as a whole draws less than
formieily foom the Central Fund.

Were the smue vigorous course to be
pursued withuut deday by all the Pres-
byteries of the Church, there would be
no need to talk of a “erisis” in our
Home Mission scheme.

It should also be remembered that the
Presbytery of Chatham 1s one of the
poorest and weakest inthe Churgh,with.
out a single wealthy congregation, and
yet 1t is sub-dividing settled charges,
openming up new Mission fields, erceting
places of worship, and contributing
largely to the Home Mission I'und and
the other schiewes of the Church. We
trust that the same praiseworthy energy
and laudable zeal will characterize all
our Presbyteries in carrymg out the As-
sembly's recommendations as to the
Home Mission work of the Church.

THE POLITICAL CONTEST,

There is tobe a great meeting in Phil-
adelphin. Shall we hinve nonein Canada ?
¢+ But 1872 15 the tercentary not ouly of »
Kunox's death.  The «eizing of PBrill, the
i turning point in the great Netherlands
| strnggle, also took place 800 yvears
yago.  So did the massacre of St. Bi-
| tholomew, wlineh was to crusly Proiea-
' tantistn to the dust.  The tivst Iinglish

Presbytery, too. met at Wandsworth in
the same year, though only in secret.
What a changed world it is since then!
And who will saythatit hasnot in many
respects improved ¢
' Men may defume Calvinism and Pros-
i byterianism as they like, but somchow
"it has always turned wut that those who
have held by them most earnestly and |
most uneomprisingly have been the most
resolute adherents and siefenders of eivil
and religious hiberty, and where work
{ was to be done, and suffering to be en-

Fdnred for trath aud vieht, huve over !
1

eome natnvally. and all bnt nreessarily,
to the front

-

An old dorgyman one Sunday, at the
close of the sermon, gave notice to the
i eoigregation that in the course of the
+ week he expected to go on u nission to
to the heathen.  (ue of the deacons, in
#reat agitation, exclammed, ‘- Why. my
desr Sir, you have never told us one
nord of thus before : what shall we do ¢
‘Oh, brothor,” said the parson, *I
don't expoot to go out of town.”

|

We do not propose to take any very

decided paut in the coming general'

election for the Canadian Howse of
Commons. Bntwemnust enter our grave
protest aguinst tise Igtt 1 apirit in whick
the eontest 1« heing earvied on, and the
wisaipulous and unmeasured person-
alities in which both sidesindulge. It has
asually Leen said that unless Cavadian
newspapers were vigoreusly abusive they
would be looked npon as weak and not
worth purchasing. If the amcunt and
variety of odwous chavges and insulting
epithets launched at the heads of poli-
tical opponents be the great test of
vigour, there should be no want of in-
*ellectual power among the members of
the Canadian fourth estate of all shades of
i politics. They gointo vituperationappar-
ently vonamare, Surely howevertheyean-
notreally believe allthey say.  Take one |
*seetion of the public press and onewonld
; immediately conclude the Messrs. Mac-
y kenzie and Llake with their folloners

pure o set of the most unprincipled |
knaves the world ever saw—destitute .

alike of honour and honesty, while in-
i tellectually menpablo of comprehending
; the plainest proposition, or mastering the
1 sunplest argument. Thet lobeit secmshas
* bewitchod them,andwhon they averespon
" sible agents, which is not often the case,
rthey are Ft only for occupying our
]reformatories and penitentaries. Take

the othor side, and all that is changed.
Sir John MeDonald and his associates
are tho tho darkest and most unserupu-
lous conspirators against the Nation's
puxse and the Nation's freodom.  They
have done ovil and no good all the days
of thoir politienl life, Patriotism thoy
kunow not; truth and they have long
gince parted company, Corruption is
the very olement i which they live,and

theiv policy inovitably tends. Derson-
ally they are infamons, politienlly they

any job, and if they ean by any proba-
bility go astray thoy will never heep in
the ways of truth and vighteansness
sarely all this s very painful, und
aponr the whole not very ecreditable.
Arve wo s0 bad as all this would makens
Lolieve?  Is Mackenzie such a fou] ? Ty

those who are 1eady to purchase and
tliose who ure anxious to bo sold ® We
eannot bring our mind to beliove it. No

what they ought to le, and we o fear
that a large amount of bribery will take
place during the ecming election contest.
But will the iniguity he all on one sido?
We wish we could say that it wounld.
But it won't. It has not been so in the
past, and there is no likelihood of its

it would be if all the members of ¢itliex
politieal party were vesolving that come
what migh! not a dime should he spent
wlich could by any possibihity be looked
upon as a bribe and that though every
election should be lost, no treating of
one kind of other wonld be practised.
The party that woull do thix would be
morally stronger at the end of the eontest
though the other oide in every case
swept the polls. But this won't be done,
Too many from whom better things
ought to be expected ave at such times
open to a ‘‘comsideration,” and we
regret to say, Presbyterians in a good
many instances as well ag their neigh-
bours. Surely the churches at any rate
ought to set their faces against such a
state of things and make any who would
talie money or money's worth for their
votes on aRailway Bonus, or for amem-
ber of Parliument, subjects of ecelesing-
tieal discipline and expulsion. Persons
of that cluss, whether Conservatives or
Clear Grits ought to huve no place in
any Christian Church, except as peni-
tents. And still less if possible those
who offer such * considerations."

THE NORTH WEST.

We are glad to sce it intimated that
the Rev. Moore of Ottawa is about to
visit the Province of Manitoba and the
Presbyterian mission on the Saskatche-
wan,  Tlus will doa great deal of good
in mauy ways. It will cheer the breth-
ren in those quarters by practically
shuwing them that the Home Chrch
takes o deep interest in their welfare
ad work.

Mr. Moore's roport on his return
will Lring the poriion and claims of

oy congregation i that region  ore
distinetly 1 fore the people in Ontavio
cand Quebee  and will aleo affe Ld more
reliable divections and informmation to
Presbytenans thinkmg of enu,rating
to that comntry, while it will give
. authovitative and trustworthy state-
! ments in veference to various charges
. brought against some of the proceed-
{ iugs of the missionaries, snd will  indi-
1 eate what 1s upon the whole the most
{prudent course to be pursued in the
future in regard to the mission among
the Indians. ’

I e shall be glad to see o lavge Pres-
byterinn emigration to the North West
and hope that the progress of the Pres.

. byterianChurch there willkeep pace andif

' possible more than keep paco with the
progress of the country. Presbyterians

fowe it to themselves and to Canada

that they provide abundance of money

"and men to overtake the ever-widening

i work to be donean that land of mighty

capubthitics.  Many of our young people

- ave moving to that regivn, and many
more will follow from the cld country
and from all parts of the Domiunion.
Let us show that we can do and dare
as  much for Christ ns multitudes are
every day doing and daring to sccuro s
littlomoney orto provide a home for them-
selves and their children in the land of
the setting sun.  Industrious people
who go to Manitoba to farm cannot but
in the end succeed well and we fintter

_ourselves Presbyterians make as good

, bioneers asare to be found. .

.
N )

nationnl bankruptey is the goalto whioh !

are poverty stricken, they are ready for

S Johw sueh a knave ?  Canthe whole |
comuinnity be divided politieally into !

doubt owr politicians are far from being |

Doing so now. What & step in advance !

PLANTING TREES,

Our esteomed cotemporary tho Presby.
torian Witness of Ialifux hasthe following
sensiblo vemarks on “Pree Planting”
which ave quite asapplicable to Ontariony
| to Nova Seotin,  Owr theologieal eol.
"leges need to bo  thoroughly equipped
: and brought in to vigoreus nnd stiecess.
"ful working order.  Suwely those to
» whow God Lins given abundanee of this

¢ worll's goods onght to see to it that the
| much to be desired result shiould not ba
 hindered from want of funds ;——

“A Seotoh nubleman saw with pain the bur
renness of the Cheviot Mills,  Their irvegular
! slupes pfforded pastirage for sheep  But the
| enin washed away tho »oil, and they were from
cgeuctutlon tu goneration bosidng nere iy
taud atevile. e planted neorns here and thore.
o Thenee linve epruny groves of stalwart oaks.

The shade, the accmuulution of moixture, the
" fertilization of the sal by the deeaved folinge
. and by the flocks seoking sholter beueath them,
have sproud thurues bfo, vordure and beauty.
Tho wise atd bunovelont v kas thus orected
a meumnont whv b will alide for emuturios,
when one of stoue  woull be feselled in the
"dust. An oak i a liring memorial  which g
, thousaid years from heaco will still be waving

ita grent Lrauchos, aud secomplishing beueft

cont ends.  And it is one which ever maltiplies,
i Tho single scorn which wnan plants this year
may m timo boa furest of uaks, which may
furnish inatorials for houses and ships, and
ndd to the riches of n nation,

“Why do not men of property oftener oxor-
ciso the samo wisdon:, and plant what willlive,
and what will audtiply 2 That which they
feave to carveless and perhaps vicieus heirs,
mny bo wasted and perhaps do injury instead
of good. All that is sown for solf and time
nlono “reaps corruption.' That which is sown
is sown to thu Spirit, of the Spirit reaps
*lifo overlasting, hunor overlosting, joy ever-
lasting.”

What bettor “‘trees” could be planted by our
rich men than endowments of chairs in our
colleges?  Theso wonld produco good fruit for
the advantage of men and the glory of God
long nftor the benefactors had passed nway.
It is well to leave some witness hehind us on
earth according to the taleuts God has given
ns.  Now there mo bursaries, wscholarships,
and professorships iuviting our nid in this city.
The Divinity Hall isgreatly in need of funds.
The money wlnch the Hall needs is in the
hands of Church memtors and adherents s
pity thoy are so slow in paying it over!

*'But we would not make the impression that
only tho gift of the rich nre desired. Just tho
opposite. The widow's tw0 mites were bleswed,
anud have blessed mankind boyond all the gifts
which the rich men poured into the treasury
near which Jesus sat.  They were “all her
living'" & great sum to her, and they weio given
inlove and in fuith. That was their chiof
value

Ono of th) curiosities of the Mammoth Trees
of Californin is that their seed is so  tiny—liko
a parsnip sced in sizo.  There may bo sced
which may be “*tholenst of all seeds, but when
it is grown it is the greatest” among troes, the
heathien and far-off races, may he blessed by
its shadow.,  Small gifts from small means
with her spirit, may have large blessings; but
no tnan or woman of larger menns, who gives
a prttanco to tho causo of Chirist, lias a right to
call it the**widow's mite,” or to eoxpect the
widow's blessing.”

——————
LORD DUFFERIN.

Ay many of owr readexs may be ac-
quainted with the past career of
Lord Dufferin, our new Governor-Gen-
ernl, we publish the following taken
from the Peernge list :—

Ear] Dufferin, 4th Baron (Ireland)
created 1800 ; Baron Clandeboye 1800
(Iretand) ; Baron Clumlboyc 1850
(Uinted Kingdomj —by which title he
holds his seat in the House of Lords;
Baronet 1768 Knight of S8t. Privick
1868 ; Knight Champion of the DBath
tevil) 1862, —Fredrick Temple Hamil-
ton Blackwood, only son of the 8rd
Daron by the eldest daughter of the late
Thomas Sheridun, Esq., born at Flor.
ence, 1826 ; married 1862, the eldest
daughter of the late ..echibald Hamil-
tou, Iisq., of Killyleagh Castle, Co.
i Down, and asstuned the name of Hamil-
rtou by Royal bcense 1862, suceceded

s father in 18415 cdueated at Christ
' Chureh, Oxford ; was s Lord-in-waiting

to the Queen from 1849 to 1862, and
[ from 1854 to 1855; was attached to
{ Barl Russel's special Mission to Vieuna
[in February, 1855 ; sent as British
Commissioners to Syria in relation to
the massucre of Christians, 1860 ; ap-
pointed Lord Vicutenant of the Co.
Daown, 1864 ; was Under-Seceretary of
state frous India for November, 1864 to
Februauy 1866 ; anl Under-Scerctary
for War frows 1866 autil June, 1867;
anthor of *Letters from High Lati-
tudes,” &e.

MEXN oF FEW WORDS.

[

Some men use words as riflemen unso
bullets. They say but little. Tew
words used go right to the mark. ‘They
let you talk, anl guide with their syes
' and face, on and on, till what you say
1 ean be auswered in 2 word or two, and
then they lauce out & sentence, pierce
the matter to the quick, and are done.
Your conversation falls into their mind
{ us  river in & deep chasm, and 1s lost
{ from sight by 1ts depth and darkuess.
They will sometymes surprise yoa with
u fow words, that go tu the mark like a
gunshot, and then they are siient again,
as if they were reloading. Such men
are safe counsellors, and true fricnds
where they profess to be such. To
them truth is more valuable than gold,
while protention is tuo gauzy to deceive
them., Worde withont point to them
are like titles without merit, only be-
traying tho weakness of blinded dupes
who aro ever used a. promoters of other
men’s schemes.




