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a line possible, and in default of a common language that bled to discuss anew this question at the Palace of
:hialis our forefathers had adoptcd and which in the pre- the Trocadéro. It was there stated, that since
cision sent day would be more embarrassing than useful, 1867 especially, a great number of States had
which it is possiblc it secms to us without running adopted the metrical system, if not in an exclusive
:en to against any scrious obstacle to advocate the adop- fashion, at least by giving it a legal status. Prussia
>rtant tion by different nationalities of a uniform system lhas long since put it in practice. In England,
)f the of weights and measures. It is this that has been it is legally recognized and perfectly under-
merus denanded and long since obtained by the German stood by scientific men. Commerce and industry
d the physicians ; it is this which is demanded and will, come to the rescue and require its exclusive adop-
edges without doubt, be obtained in the future by the tion in the interest of simplicity in dealing. Russia
a few physicians of the United States. Assuredly no onc las already taken preliminary measres wich

then wilI be astonished at seeing the medical profession should sccure tle regular use of it, and in Sweden
been at the head of this campaign of unification, as it it will become obligatory ii88o. Almost ail the
tenth particularly suffers from the present state of things. other nations have adopted it wiihout reserve. But
g this The relatively recent and already fruitful intro it is the country whicb lias been tle first, or at any
limb duction of scientific methods in the teaching and rate anc of the first to favourably eniertain il,
also practice of medicine, renders indispensable the ibat to-day loudly calîs for ils general use. Our

)rded adoption of a modus vivendi, or pardon the expres- con.ôres in the United States arc truly those who
; dis- sion, of a modus intelligendi to which al] nations hold the first rai.k in ibis campaign in favour of
is or- may conform, in, we trust, the near future. Is it uniticaîan. There is scarcely any Medical Associa
, and necessary then to obtain so desirable a result, ta tion in America thar bas not discussed this ques-
imed seek frori afar this system, or to create from all lion, and tbat bas nat determîncd upon h in the
> the parts this international instrument ? By no means; sense that we have indicated. he Ncw York
uned there is nothing to seek for, n'thiing to create, Jkdical Reord, the Boston il/edical and Surgical
d he there is only occasion to generalize the enploy- f7ura/, tic Gizicago Medical ourna1 and Ex-
acci- ment of a decimal metrical system which forces on amier, and nany other journals entertain the

the conviction of all, the advantages it offers, and same feeling on the subject of the necessity for the
before all its perfect simplicity. It is not an easy change. Not content with employing their ener-
thing to upset, we vill not say in a day, but even gies in their local spbere of action, the scienîific
in several years, the national and medical custonis societies of the United States have sent delegates
of a vast multitude of practitioners. Vith this ob- ta ail the Congresses, and these, in the flrst rank of
ject in view it is necessary that the proposed systeni lîich must 'e placed Dr. Seguin, have niisied no
should recommend itself not only by its practical occasion for sîarting anew the discussion on unifi-

·. utility, but also by extreme sinplicity Better tian cation and of liis/ening te solution oftheprobem.
TO, any other, the metrical system realizes this neces. StilI more recentl at the Congrcss of the French

mds sary condition. There is no man of ordinary in- Association for the advancement of sciences M.
The telligence who could not in two bours comprehe d Seca Baldor from Madrid, lias afresh called for

for its admirable mechanism, and master the funda- unification of methads in tbe language and teach-
irth. mental idea in such a manner as to acquire rapidly ing of medicine. By a very laudable sentiment of
ons the habit of putting it in practice. And this is not courtesy, but anc that we may be alloved to con-
dif- a national illusion which might be considered ex- iie members of Congress thaught
lias cusable in those who have employed the system that it was preferable ta leave Ibis question ta be
ave from their childhood. The fact is that it is not discussed by the Congresses beld in other cauntries.
>rk, from France that the unification movement lias A commission besides lias been nominated by
no Started. Since 185 g, commissions have been the Congress of Geneva ta study ts important

der formed at the instigation of the English Associa- reform, and it will forvard ils report ta the Con-
uly tion for a reform in weights and measures, reas- grtss of Amsterdam. These notices vill suffice ta
res sembling successively in 1855, 1867 and 1873. s)0ov id Wbat shape the questin at present is ta
as Finally it is scarcely a month (the 2nd of Septem- fo andummati the is cear, but tle

ter 188,)sine a IneratinalConres asern foher natonsmhae n aoTe ia ithu resrve bute


