
Selections.

Tincture of Strophanthus and Strophanthin.
.As a result of research upon strophanthus and its netire

principle. HLatcher amd Bailey reacli the foll owi ng Conclusions
in the Journal of the American .3edical Association of January
2, 1909 -

The dosage and the proper mode of exhibiting strophanthus
and strophanthin require elinical investigation. The action
of strophanthin may be elicited promptly in suitable cases hv
injecting it subcutaneensly. Three-tenths to half a milli-
gramme of the crystalihzed strophanthin in sterile (boiledì salt
solution. 1:4000, may be injected deeply into the gluteal inusele
once in twenty-four hours without fear of abscess formation or
other side actions.

The single aduit dose of erystallized strophanthin by fle
nouth is about 5 milligrammes oi less, the dailv dose 30 milli-

grammes or less. The siingle aduilt dose of the official strophan-
thin by the mouth is probably about 10 milligrammes, and the
daily adult dose by the noilh is probably about 60 milli-
grammes, but the latter dose should not be used until we have
further elinical experience concerniing the various fr-tors gov-
erning its absorption.

The action of tincture of strophathus by the meuth and the
factors nodifyi ng its absorption require fi rthber elini cal study.
Uniformity of action eau ovly be secured by uniformn absorp-
tion, and this is indun.ed by the menstrum iiin which the drug
is givei. and the condition of flie alin.entary canal at the time
of administration.

It is quite possible thiat diet may inifluene ihe absorption
of strophanthin in the humani alimuenitary canal, -o that mai
mnay at one lime resemble tle rodent amd at anotlher time the
carnivorous animals (cat anmd dogi in susceptibility tu stro-
phanthin.-herapeu lic Giazette.

Bacterio-Therapy.
Whmen Wrihlt firt enmiun i.ed hi now thiolescent theorv

of opsoiuns it wvaIs the expre-sed hope in certain quarters that a
fimal solutiini of the vexed problen of specilic thueraupy had been
reached. The theory is an mi tractive one. and on iirst sight
appears to rest on a depmontral physioogical foundation. The
existence of uIstancesi il e iody wlho-e fietion is modifica.


