
EXC]ELSIOR.

DE MENDACIO IHIISTORICO.

Thei Reverend Dr. Reuhen Parsons, well known as a hitherto
frequent contrihutor tc> the verv excellent Catholie magazine T/w,
Arýe Maria and as the auithor of an "il-istory of the Churchli
lias collected soinetinme silice many of lis articles to the above-
mentioned magazine and given thei fo the rending world iii a
work styled IlSome Lies and Errors of History." As the titie
of the bo*ack ivili suggtest ir, is pur-ely historical and treas niainly
of tiiose rnany atroclousdags wîi eh are and have been so
often made against the Churdlih of Romne. The lirst article fouind
in tie work referred to is oîîe whichi deais witlî the allcgred
iimnorality of Pope Alexander VI. and so succcssfully does the
Iearncd author dispel thec cloud of infamny ini whieli niany histori-
axis wouild have the Pontiff eniveioped, that it really ruakes one
ask the question, "wly, iii trath, have meni of supposed learning
fa'-onred sui illusions?" 'fli reader of thc article cannot but
be convincedl that Dr. Parsons knows whereof lie spe-aks, for lic
quotes freely fromn the historians whîo blachén the mienmory of the
pontiff and also froxi those Wlio, witli a sense of justice about
thein, have treated tlieir subjeet in sucli a wav as to base
their assertions on facts, flot wild and liateftil and carping inxag-
jnuin.s.

It would be an infringrement on the space of the Collegre
11on1tlly to ha'.ve- the article reprintedl IN TOTO. WVe sixail there-

foetyto gather tlie leading points and present tiemn to EX-.CE.L-

sion readers. Lt is not surprising to findl that thi, sources of the
W accusations against Pope Alexander are far front reliable. "1flic

' Diary of l3urkliarda miaster (if cerernonies at Âlexaoider's court,
h., " say,ýs Gregorovius, thc Protestant historian, -1with the exeep-
t*on of the journal of Inifpsstira, the only work co ncerning Ale.x-
ander's Couir .- comnposed at Ronie. And it lias an ohici.al
cliaracter about it. . . .- . HLe neyer repeats Imere rumnios."
If the "4 Dia-tv" lias an ofiiIcharacter about it, it is indeed
stirprisingr for the reason that a liumble rnasLter of ceremonies
couldl hardly become acquainted withi tlie court secrets. And,
again, it is known that on almnost cvery page of the Il Diary " is
read "lsi recte nieminil," or "lsi vera iiiihi relata sunit," or
"lfer.tur," whidli shows that thc work of Burkhard must ]ack an
officiai cliaracter and, on thîe contrary, assumne tlc cliaracter of
somiething îîot very, mucli above conjecture.


