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111 openlilg tie poednsof' a new vent of the Society's existence
,withi the custonîarv address, mv first dutv is to return thanks for the
honour w1lîîeh vou have conférrecd tîpoii tc, hw Voil ilUanious election
of nie as Peihtof' the Juistittute. Whilst I ii1y appreciate this
mark of' vour estimation, I nmust con fess thiat %ilien 1 received the
official notification of our Secretarv, 1 liad soi-ne hiesîtation as to the
proprietv of iny accepting tie of1fice, for 1 Nvas eonscious thiat it would

bc impossible for niç, to diselharge dhe dwt js with that regularitv whieh
you might expect, and wvhîîchî I myself woul desire. Ili other Socie-
tics, in) Nvihel 1 bave hîeld a sinihlai position, 1 hiave enideavoured, if

prev-ented 1bv mv avoimt iOfls froin Ie ar~~tiveCeo-oneration, at ail
events to give assistance lV )uInCtulity o? attendance at their meet-
ings. In the case ol' tie Canadian Inistituite, howvever, as its season
extends over preisLly thait period of the yvear, wbIen iny duties are
Most hleavv, and my engagements inost pressinig, I could ciot hiope to

VOL. UIIt.


