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only wvas the native copper wrought in ancient times in the Lake
Superior iRegions : but along its shores, and on the banlis of' its navi-
gable rivers, Lhere existed mnanufactories where, the native artizan
fashioned the mnetal into tools and weapons for w-ar and the chase.

This %vould seem to be stili further confirmed by the evidences of
permanent settiement at somne former period deseribed as stili visible
at the mouth of the Carp river, Nvhere those relies of its ancient
manufactures were fouud. The foundations of old structures are
fitill clearly traceble. The outlines of the buildings can be made out
by the ridgles of claiy remaining, and in places the ruined miasoury
seeins to show whiere the hiearth bad stood. S uch traces, I -%as assured,
suffice to indicate that whlole ranges of dwelliugs mnust have occupied
the site, so thiat here uuquestionably, at soie remote period, there
existed a settiement of cousiderable extent, and a town convenient-
]y situiated for comînandiag the Lake. The buildings must have been
slighit wlien compared with those whieli have lefL their mighty ruins
ainid the forests of Central Ainerica; but the trimes wbielh renmain
correspond with whiat miighit be expeeted of the Mound-builders of
the 'Mississippi, and over their works has waved for unknown cen-
turies the forest, w-hichi, by the age it lays claim to, suffices to di-
vide that ancient and unkuowa past fromi the era of the new race of
workers, who are now ransack-iiimg the mninerai veins of tle copper re-
gions, and turning their metallie treasures to account for the aggran-
disemlent of the intrusive Anglo-Saxon.

A lively interest is feit throughout the Copper regions in the relies
of the ancient miners, and the modern occupants of *thcir w-orks
mauifest an. intelligent appreciation of the uses of suecb antique
remains as a mneans of throwing làiht on tlue history of former ages.
1 found a peculiar importance attached by the iiiers and others to
the hardness of flhe wroughit copper imnplements. This they contrasted,
in more than one case, with the ductiiity of the chips and fragmlents
of unwrought copper foummd along with thcm, as well as with the con-
dition of the native copper whmen first broughit frorn the minme, and
maintained that it afforded proof of a kznowledge acquired by the
an.:ient metallurgist of some hardening process uniknown to the
modern copper-smnith. It is well known that copper and bronze
chisels are frequieitly fouud anion- the ancient relies of the NLile
Valley, and that the paintings of iEgypt exhibit lier scuiptors hewing
ont flie colossal nienons tDof limne-stone and granite by mneans of
yellow-colouired tools;, which nay fairly be assunied to be inade of the
copper wrought bv the Bgv ptians in the mines of Mahrnear
Binai, so early as the reign of Suphis, the builder of the great pyra-

236


