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Thieoligico-Scientific hieresy. Ail eourtesy and gentleinauly feeling
is set aside ; auJ not only anonymouq writers, but one at Ieast who
gives Iiis naine, persist i the accusation,-in his case groundcd on
kniowledlge aequired, wheni in the confidential service of the reputed
author!1 Certaiuly the IlMorals of Trado" c- aî reveal nothing
worse than tijis. Suddeuly, however, the venue is changed. George
Combe, wlio, ini a quiet, steady, uuostentatious way liad stuck
through lire to bis plirenolog ical hobby, dies at IBniuburgh i a goodl
old age ; and the Cataloguers of the Museum Library- flnding anony-
mous authors a blot on Panizzi's %vell-inattued sehieme,- father the
'1Vestiges" on the deceased plirenologist. Once more MR.Jobert

Chambers lias to deeline the questionable literary honors anew
thruist upI)O hi. Thcu thec London Critic cornes to the defence of
the British 1\useuin Cataloguers, and re-afflirms, the Combe author -
slip, in a way that promises a.finalo to tho controversy; if doggedl
affirmation, backied by mnysterious hints of esoterie sources of in.
formation, could do it. But the controversy about the authorahip of
thle "lVestiges-" stili goes on. I'rofessor Nichol, who had. been
named long ago as one having some share iu the responsibilities of
the " Vestiges," and whio revived the idea that lie bad a hand, iu the
preparation of the book, by the empliatie way iu whicli lie denied
Mr. Greorge Combe's connection Nvith it, lias since met that supposi-
tion with a negative. The Critic reiterates its beliet' in Combe's
authorship. It says, IlWe have already stated that when we at..
tributed the authorship of' thc ' Vestigres' to Mr. George Combe,
Nwe did, so upon the autliority of' one whose naine is second to that
ot' none in the world of science-perhaps we should bave indicated
the source of our information more elearly had we said, wliose naine
bas no equal. We are now in a position to state the "rounds upon.
which this conclusion was arrived at by the person iudicated. When
the ' Vestiges' first appeared lie feit satisfied, as well from. thc style
as from. internai evidence, that; Combe was tlie author of' it. To test
this, lie made certain -corrections ot' a few misstatements of recondite
facts, and eaused those corrections to be sliown to George Combe,
and to him only; but whe3à the second edition appeared, tliose mis-
ta-es, and: those only, w-ere found to have been corrected. This was
pretty strong inferential evidence; but it se happened that after-',
wards a long. private correspondènce took place between this per-
souage and. Mr. Combe, arising eut of some points mooted- in the
Vestigies' especial.1y pbrenological ones-tie former combatting
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