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—which must, in a ligh degree, be inju-
tiaus to the intarests of public morals no
less thau to the intereats of children and
of the common schools,

4. But, it may be asked, ouzht not
religious instruction tu be given in day
schouls, and ought not government to re.
quire this in every schoolt 1 answer,
what may or ought to he dune in regar!
to religious instenction, and what the
povernment ought to require, are two
different things.  Who doubns that pube
lic woralup should b attonded and fumily
duties perfurmed ! But dues it therefure
tollow that government is to compel atten-
dance upon the one, ur the petformanceof
the other! If our guvernment were a
despntiam, and 1f there were no law or no
liability, civil or religious, but the abso-
lute will of the Sovercign, then governs
ment would, of course compel such reli-
givus and other instruction as it pleased,
~=as it is the case under despotisms in
Tlurape. Bat as our governmens is a
oaustitutional an:d a popular goverament,
it is to compel no farther in matters of
religious iustruction thaa it is itself the
exprestion of the mind of the country,
and than it is organized by law to do. If
with us, as in despotic countries, the
people were nothing politically or civilly
but slaves and machines, commanded and
moved by the will of one man, and all
the loeal school authorities were appoint.
ed by him, then the schools might be the
relizious teachers of his will 5 but with
us the people in cach municipality share
us largely in the management of the
schools, us they do in making the sachool
law jtself. ‘They erect the school-houses ;
they employ the teachers; they provide
. the greater part of the means for the sup.
port of the schools ; thev are the parties
immediately concerned—the parems awd
pastors of the children taught in tho
schools,  \Who then are to be the judzes
of the nature and extent of religious ine
struetion to be given to the pupils in the
schonls—thase parents and pastors, or
the ixecutive Government, counselled und
administered by means of heads of depart-
ments, who are changed from time to time
at the pleasare of the popular mind, aud
who are not understood to he invested with
any religious authority over the children
of their constituents?

Exieacts from Speeches at the Open-
Ing of the new Normal School
buil¢ng in Toronto U. C.
Chiof Justice Robinson.—With every»
thing to usge and to tempt them to the
acquisition of knowledge, and everything
to aid them in obuaining it, it will be im-
possible that the peuple of Canada can
du etherwise than fee!, that in their
case emphaticaily ** poverty and shame
skall be to him that vefuscth instruction,”
It must 1ake time, no doubt, before the
prevailing influence of educarion can be

so fully felt. The disparsion through so
large a country, of a sufficient number of
qualified teachers by the instrumentality
of this Normal School,eannot be instanta.
neous.  Various circumstances cuncur to
limit the number pressing furward in each
year to avail themselves of its advantages
—but the advance will stitlbe rapid, It
witl be a quickly multiplying process.—
cvery welliinformed and well-trained texch-
er will impart what he huas learned to
many, who in their turn, though ihey
wil) not be all teachers, will ali contribute
in soine degree, by what thay have ace
quired, to raise the general standard of inv
telligence—crimes sud vices, no donbt
thers will be, while there are men born
with fwpetnous passions and with weak
vnderstandings ; but the number of offen-
ces must be diminished, for there will be
fewer to countenance, and mure Lo reprove
them.  But T have already detained you
o long.  We shall have, [ hope, {rom
the Rev. Supetintendent, and froma other
gentleman, some interesting details of the
system and progress of the Normal and
Model Schools, which have been founded
by the Lzgislature on so liberal a scale,
and are to be hencefurth so adnnrably ace
commodated.  And I am sure vou will
heartily and sincerely unite with me in the
wish that they may become powerful in-
stuments in the hands of Providence for
advancing the wellare of this Province,
and promoting the temporal and eternal
happiness of its people. (Great applause.)

Ilon, Mr. Hincks.”— 1 feel that it is the
duty of memhers of the Government to
endeavar te be present upan vccasinns Jike
this, and 1 only regret that since I have
becn 3 member of the Guvernment, 1 have
heen so  seldom able to avail myself of
meetings of a similar character to the pres
sent.  ‘The responsibility of my want of
preparation must rest with the Rev Super-
intendent, but I have pot the slightest
doubt that lie will be able 10 give a full
explanation of the system which will be
pursued here, and Iam sure no one is
more capatle than he to give such an ¢xe
planation. My own remarke will he brief
indeed, for since my arrival in town it has
been impossible for metn arrange my
thoughts upan the subject.  As my wars
thy friend the chairman has said, I have
taken an interest in the various bills which
have been introduced upon the subject of
Liducation. 1 tnay say with regard to
our Mupicipal aud our assessment laws,
and other great measures, 1 am one of
thoze who think that we cannot arrive at
perfection at first. It requires the pracii-
cal experience of the pevple themselves in
the working out these systems hefure we
can reach anything like perfection, Al
the various measures introduced upun the
subject of Common Schuol Fducation,
have been improvements upunthe mea-
surtes that have preceded them (Applause)
and I certainiy think that the {riends of
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the system af Edueation waich has pre-
vailed in this Provizee must feel proud
upon the present occasion, fur this is a
great trivmph to their principles this even.
ing."” .

¢ T can speak from my own expericnce
as to the difliculites experienced in obtain-
ing the cocoperation of Parliament, to
have the neceasary funds provided for the
purpose of erceting this building. T will
say, however, that there never was an
institution in which the people have more
confidence that the funds were well ap-
plied than in this inctitution, There is
but one feeling that prevades the minds of
all those who have seen the manner in
which this scheme has been worked out,
In resard to the schual itself, the site hus
been well chosen, the buildings have been
erccled in a most permanent manner, and
without any thing like extravagance, and
1 have no doubt there will be no diflicuolty
in obtaining the additional Parliamentary
aid necessary to finish them.**

Dr. Rycrson.— ** This institution stands
forth as in some respects the personifica-
tion, or the mainspring of that system of
public instruction, which has extended its
ramifications throughout every part of the
Province, and he thought the results at
which they biad arrived would justify the
delay which has occurred in the coinmence-
ment of these buildings. 'Though ke had
given as much attention to this subject as
ordinary persons, yet when this task was
assigued him, he felt most entirely unpres
pared 40 iucur the responsibility without
further vbsurvations, further enqu’ries, and
further investigations, and hie was satisficd
that but for these provious enquirics, they
would never have arrived at tiwir present
position.  The erection of this building
alone is a suflicient justification of the
course which has been pursued, 1iad he
tiot visited the varjous Normal Schools both
in Lurope and Americy, he conld not have
forined a proper conception of the adjust-
ment of the various parts, and the proper
arrangemnents in a structure of this kind.

* Allusion has been made by the chairs
man 1o the establishment of a system of
public instruction.  ‘T'he first bill was in~
traduced by the chairman himself.  Ano-
ther bill was iutreduced two years after-
wards by the Juspector General, and sub-
sequently another prepared in 1§46 wag
mercly a perfection of that, and the pre-
sent Jaw is an improved conception of all
the previous, ile had becu assisted in
every way and to the utmost extent, that
each successive government was able to
assist him. Hehad seen it referred to ina
paper of this city that the Normal School
has not aceanplished the ohject aimed at.
That remark has becn made in the absonuca
of infurmmation, and in contradiciion of
fact. The Dr. lere referred 10 the ap-
pendix of the last annual report, and i
the great demand for teachers from the
Normal Sclivel,



