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of the subjeet, Christians or rayahis. It lias declared theni under the pro-
tection of law and their persons and properties safe. Their testimoiny jr,
court is not to be taken against a Moslem, but Chiristians and Jows rnay
testify in casesamong themselves. No Christian expeets justice in a Mos.
lem court. If lie lias money, however, lio may buy justice-or injustice ;
if hoe bas not lio wvi1 suifer tho ivili of bis adversaries. The general feeling
of Moslems toward rayalis is one of indiffercaîice, or p'ity, or contenipt, eliid
if anything happons to inflame them. it is ono of hiatred.

There are things continually occurring beforo tho eyes of tho Moslemns
which provoko these feelings. Tho religlious bionor paid to relies and
pictures and the worship of the transubstantiated brcad in thec sacraiunt
always stir the indignation of the Moslcms, and tho terni CCpoot-percst-

(idolater) is a common one of insuit and opprobrium to a rayali Christian.
But whilo Moslemis may curse Christians, they may not. blaspiieru lte

name of Christ. ilazaretîl Isa, the adorablo Jesus, is the naine given
Him. It is easy to sec that a pure Christianity pervading tho Turkishi
Empire would aÉolik.* one of tho very strong defences of Islam. Often
the Turks have sbown special favor to Protestants becauso they were frec
froni ail idolatrous fornis in wvorslîip.

'Fe pass to a tbird point-tbe literary attitude of Islam toward Citris.
tianity. This bas been one0 of great reserve. Tho Moslem autxors ]lave
written chiefly of titeir own history, and tbey have issued numerous cent-
inentaries upon laws, customs, and traditions. When anytbing likze argu-
ment against Christâanity has been atternpted it bas been uniformily against
a false Christianity and against doctrines liko, those of transubstantiatiji,
auricular confession, and priestly absolution, ail wvhich are conideniied l.v
reason. As there is no freedoni of discussion, and the deluded Mosiein
nover hears the other side, tiiere, is a stupid conviction that no ausNNtr tan
be given.

But tixere are some thougbitful mnen among the Moslems who k-now l.et-
ter, and wbo feel that there are strong points in Christianity and ivcak
points in Islam which, have not been duly considered. Missiomiaries occa-
sionally meet wvith mon 'wbo show that tbey bave attentivcily studied the
New Testament and have seen cliearly how far the Oriental cîmurdies have
departed tberefrom. The fact that the New Testament in Turkishi and
Arabic is purchascd, as nover before, proves a cnriosity, at least, to get a
new estixnate of the Christian doctrine.

A fourth point to bo considered is the diplomatie estimnate of Cliris.
tianity. We mean «by thxis that -%vlichl lias corne tbrough, the diplornatic
relations of the Mosiems 'witb Christian- goverrumonts.

Few influences iiave tenait so dirzectly to dlegrade Christianity in the
'iew cf the leading mon of tho Ottoman Empire as the Christian diplomacy
of Europe. England, ]?ussia, Germany, Austria, France, Italy, Spain,
lland bave magnificent emibassies nt Constantinople, wvith coiinscllus,,

seeretarios, interpreters, and attacliés. l-nch embassy is a princcly cour.


