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tion of sorne acquainted with Kitto's lire, %ve may have seemed to have been
tee minute in our reféîÉences or narrative ; flor our general i'eaders, hîoiever,
,wo consiù.er this necessaî'y; because on thecir acquaintance witli specilie
fitcts, Nvili dePend the practical lessons to be addueed.

PASTOR~AL RECOLLBCTIONS AND GLFANINGS.

THE J3LACKS-MIT1I, AIND TUE CIISTIAN MI11NISTE1,.

"I need a clcansing chango ivithin,
NMy life njust onice bcgin again.
.New hope I nccd ; nd hope reniew'd,
Anîd miore thau humnan fortitude;

2Now fait]), noiw lovo, and strep,th to cast
Away the fetters of tho pasV. -CLER.~îEGE.

The Blatksinith, as related at tlie close of' hast rnonth's sketch, was wvaiting till I
shoul proceed.

6' Now, ily dear sir, you will pay special attention to what 1 arn goingr te say te

Av', that I ul.
"But before 1 begvin, we wilI pray to Jesus Christ to enable yen to undex stand,

and feel what I may say."
"I hope, sir, your good pravers %vill bc ianswered,"

1 began by reading the fiî'st verse of' John iii.-"l Tiiere was a mani of the P/iai.
sces, nanicd Ncdnsa ruler of tlic Jcws." "lNicodenius iras ai mani ot' distinct;'on
ameng the Jews, and held ia repute as a religions mai. H-e had heard of Ille
miracles whach Jesuis Christ perfiriiied, and lie now soughit an interview with hiiiî,
and thus addressed hin' abi e knowo that lhiu art a teaclier coe.e l I''c Cd:
for no ýnan can dlo thiese miracles M/ai thou duesl, excepi Gad be wih /iiim.' Jesus
Christ is attentive to this respectful address, andi replies-' Vérily, verily, i eay fin-
te tliee, E7,xcel)i a mani be born again, lie cannot sec the l:ingdonî of Gcd.' But bis
reply star-ties Nicodernus, who does not understand the me-aning otf what lie Says;
4 Vicodeinus sailli tinte lîii, flou' can a vi be barr ich/ei lie is e/l? can lic cnt er

thie second lime ie lus rnct/lie;'s wvob, and be hein ?' Youi sec Nicoemilus does nio t
cali in question the correctness cf Jesus Christ's stateaient, that a mnan nusi lic
biorid waal bef'ere be can sec the o'îulî f God ; ho niierely intinates the dithi-
culty lie feels te conceive heîv such an event can take place."

"Ah, sir, that's the case îvifh trie. 1 can't understand it."
cWtell, but stop ; don't get flurried. Wliat appears diffieuît at first, may, by ex-

planation be simplified; ive gain al] ur kn;ldeby gre.
"Very true, sir; a lad must learn te make a naii, b)eforeý lie cari slîoe a lierse."
Ina the seventh verse Jesus Christ says-' M4arrel flot Iliat 1 said tinte î/îee, Ye

muîst bie borti again.' ' This new birth is uîecessary te fit yen for tlic kingdoun eof
hecaven ; and, therefore, as 1 arn a divine teacher, yeu should net iiiarvel ait i-y
cnt'oreine irbat is necessary te piepare y-ou l'or a state of future hialpin)es.,' Anii
as Nicodenius coulti net go te heaven tilI hielîad experienced this great change ini
bis seul, îîeither can -You, or niyself, or any cisc." CC

Hoe now rose up in his beti, his ceuntenance unidergeoing, frequent and -rapiti
changes o'expression ; and, wvith luis fists clcnchied, and bis 1l1:14 arms extended, lie
tlinderçu1 eut the followirng sentence, îvhich, by ils sunddeiiness and its vehemence,
startleti me.

What a rascal tliat parsen is, te say tîotling, te mie about the necessity of this
ne birtlh! M'hy, he carne te lei nie blind-fold inte hiel."

iNew, mny dear sir, be cemposed. This exciternent ivili unfit your mmnd te re-
ceive the instructions 1 arn going te give yen."

"Ne, ne, it won'L sir ; I arn enhy givýin n t te eelings, whieh, if' kept pet
tip in rnly seul, wouild make nie burstwt ragre. It ivas an act eof cruelty te stay se
long after fie ivas sent for before lie carne; but te say uîothing about the necessity et'
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