CANADA TEMPERANCE ADVOCATE.

rade has now come to be regarded by the civilised world in
he same odious light as piracy and murder, The man who
engages in it is stamped with everlasting infamy.  And the
1eason is, that, like 1he distidler, he now sins amid that ful-
ness of light which an age of philanthropy has poured
around him.
. L d - * ] L] L] L] L ] L4 .

7. By prosecuting this business 2 a day of light and re-
form, you peculiarly offend God, and jeo; -wrdisc your immor-
tal interests.

In st times of ignorance,” God, in a scuse, ¢ winked at??
error.  But fet the error be persisted 10 under a fuil blaze of
light, and it must be the occasion of a dread retribution from
his throne. * * *

But possibly you urge in self-justification, Others will
manufacture spiril if I'do nol. But remember the guilt of
ong is no excuse for another. ¢ Every one ol us shall give
account of himselfto Gul.™ Ifothers pursue a business at the
sacrifice of character and of heaven, it hecomes you to avoid
their crime, that you may escape their doom.

It is not certain, however, that others will prosecute the
destructive business, if you abanden it, Men of forethonyght
will not now embark their silver and gold on a pestilen-
tial stream, soon to he dried up uncer that hlaze of ‘i-,rht and
heat which a merciful God has enkindled. They will not
deem it either wise or safe to kindle unholy and deadly fires
where the pure river of the water of life is so soon 10 over-
ﬂow. L4 - - L4

Let the thousands now concerned in distilling at once
put out their fires, and the act would cause one general
burst of joy through the nation ; and any effoct to rekindle
them would excite an equally general burst of indignation
and abhorrence. None but a monster 9 depravity would ever
make the attempt.

But agaiu, perhaps you say, No one is obliged to use the
spirit that is made. But remember that you make it only
to be used.  You make it with the desire, with the hope,
witn the expectation that it will be used. You know it has
been nsed by thousands—by millivns—and has strewed the
land with desolation, and peopled hiell with its victuns : and
you cannot but acknowledge that you would at once cease
to make ihe liqror, did you not hopec 1t would continue to be
| used ! Indeed, yon must see that, just in proportioa to

your success will be the amount of mischief done to your
fellow-men.

It secems hardly needful to sav that the foregning consider-
| ations are all strictly .applicable to the retailer of ardent

spirits,  He takes the poison fiom the distdler, and ins-
U diously deals it out to his fellow-men. It is truly sturng
! to one’s indignation to nutice his variety of arufice for ren-
| dering it enticing. His occupation is> one whicl the crvil
| authoritics have, in some places, with a noble consistency,
| ceased to tolerate; and one which must soon be put dowi
i by the loud voice of public sentimeant.
Indeed, the retailer, the distiller, and the tippler, must be
looked upon as forining a TRIPLE LEAGUE, dangetous alike
* to private ond social happiness, and to the veiy hibesnies of
¢ the nation.  Aud an awakened people cannot rest till the
i deadly compact is sundered.  Why not, then, anucipate a
| httle the verdict and the vengeance of a ;" sing tone of pub-
{ hcl sem;ment, and a1 once proclaim the unholy alhance dis-
solved

—

1 St Drusging i e Uniten Kinenov —Frum the cxeise
returns, just issued, the following sninmary of the congnmption of
spirite, in the three Kangdoma, far the half year ending 5th July,
s taken :—=England, 4,107,000 eallone; Seatland, 32739000
Iretand, 3,091,000 gallona: total 10,437,000, giving un wnnnal
consumption tavach individual of the populaton, securdine to the
censue of 1841, of, in England, § pinte , 1:dand, G pts ; Scot-
i land, 20 pints.

COST OF TIIE DRINKING SYSTEM.
An allempt to estimate the cost of the drinking system teo
the British populatin fer the year 1847.
LIQUORS CONSUMED—

20,639,365 gal. corn spirits at 153, £15,479.523
3,329,940 ¢« rum at lds, . 2,330,958
1,637,762 ¢« brandy at 36s, .. 2,767,971

28,830 <« Geneva at 30s,. . 43,245

6,310,536 <« wwine at 225 6d, 7,099,353
613,900,973 ¢ heer, T,

5,400,000 <« cider, &c. S at 1s 64, 46,147,573

— 74,168,623
LABOUR LOST—
3,000,000 paupers, who, if working,
might each earn, per annum, addi-
tional to their present carnings, 181, 54,000,0C0
12,000,000 of the population who lose
on an average two weeks of each
year in drinking, and through dis-
ease caused by drinking, 461,538
years, at 23, .. .. .. 10,615,374
- 64,615,374

RUSULTS OF DRINKING—

Cost of pauperism, .. .. 12,200,000

Estimated cost of crime, .. 4,000,000

Pstimated cost of disease, . 5.000,000

Loss by accidents at sea, .. .. 2,800,000

‘T'wo-thirds attributable to drinking, £24,000,000 16,000,000
154,183,997

To the above musl be added—

T.oss of life.

Loss of health.

Loss of character.

Loss of domestic, social, and national happiness.

Loss by bankruptey through intemperance.

Tn the above estimate the liquors are taken at the prices
paid gor them by the consumers, as nearly as can be ascer-
tained.

The 1etailer of spirits is in the habit of adding a very
large quantity of water after the liguor has come inlo his
possession, by which means the number of gallons sold is
much greater than the number on which duty has been paid.
An addition has been wade to some of the above prices in
consideration of this dilution by the seller.

Were it not for the existence of the drinking system, there
would be ample ¢ nplayment, at good wages, for our entire
paupet population, ns « -1} as for those who are presently oc-
cupied in the manuf and distribution of these hiquors.
This will apperr evi? - € om the following considerations :
The entite 2v,<-ta "t . United Kingdom for the year|
1846 amounte 1o 3770876 ; and it is estimated that a
decrease of £10,000,000 wu British exports is sufficient to/
canse a most severe unational depression.  All thesefore that |
is required at any time to secure the most abundant com-‘
mercial prosperity, and employment to all, is to increase the |
demand for our manufactures to the value of ten millions |
sterling. Lot onr working population abstain from drink, |
and an_amount of money, far exceeding ten millions, will|
annually be expended in obtaining the comforts of life by
those who are at present comparatively destitute of them,
The necessary result of such a state of things must be to
give pn impetus to every department of our national indus-
try.

):l'he revenue of the United Kingdom for 1848 was
£52,082,757. The national debt amounts to £790,348,351.
So that the drinking system absorbs as much wealth 15 would
pay the entire taxes of the country, in addition 14 clearing
off the national debt in 8 years. This view of the case is
well worthy the atténtion of financial reformers.




