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L ¢ wore; and cven onr dolls and their dwelling-place,
ﬁlohd;fl‘ Stfrov:o)': we ::ould wuster, foll far short of what lhc’v woro
in posscssion of, and dud not, as we cxpeeted they would, give
them any pleasuro,  ‘Prue wit, that over-ndulgence, mstead of
adding to our happiness, provents us from cnjoyment. et

‘The nrxt m;)lrning our visitory weat away, and soon left the

cther.
co%ﬁf‘&?‘gyzm from this timn I wae _shll, with many more of
my boloved lrethren and sisters, hiving in that deur home of my
couth, to which I have already alluded.  Our parents wete bott
flving. and the nlrc:’un of time ghl:hlru: onin the same peacoful and
2 at it did ten years before.
he ‘p “y;’:‘n: (;:l:rk and drcar}y mght 1n Dcccmbqr. we wereall sc;{cd
at our cheerful firc.side, and the tea.urn hud just been brought in,
when an unusually tunid and hesitating knock was heard at the
halt door, nnd a scrvant appeared un}mod iately to tell papa thata
person wished to speak to him.  Teu was suspended for some
tune, and dunog the interval many conjectures were passig
thronugh the nmunds of the young people, as to who the stranger
be.

W?Il‘lll:c dgor at length opened, and papa returned, accompanied by
a young man, sshom ho wtreduced to maming ag ———. We
started at thename, but would never have recognized in the sub.
ducd and dejected countenance and demeanor of this young per-
son, the onco ammated and elegantly.looking form of the oldust of
thoss fair and lovely children that ten years before he had watched
with such delighted interest, alighting from thair cavriage to be
our guests. I can well recal my feclings nt that moment, they
wers almost overpowering ; tho contrast that my imagination
presented was more than 1 eould bear to look upon.

The high cxpectations with which these children had been
brought up were not realized. ‘Their father had lost his property,
the cluldren were obliged to seck for mamtenance by ther own
industry, and the object of this young man's visit was to o!')lmg
my father's terest to procuro him a situation, by which he woul
be enabled to cnsure an humble subsistence.

How mistaken, I would almost say how cruclare those parents
who, by a system of over.indulgence, unfit |5xstca(.1 of preparing
their children for a life of uscfulness and happinoss ! Sclfis .nu%,
that prominent evil ofour polluted hoarts, is fostered and cherishe
in sach a soil, and on this unholy tres what evil fruits are nipened
1 3 1]
m';g'!:no::;:;{r;w who were ambitious that their children should bo
heroes, even in the unculightened and barbarousages of the world,
trained them. from their infancy in hebits of hardihood and sclf.

i hey 8 every approach to efie. | inthe way of enjoyment or pleasure.
momﬁcatlo(x; ) 'lﬂhc c;vtcl:g:n cﬂgt:fa:?. t‘r:l;:;nmui “I')xﬁa through the { i youth, and lives on often when we should suppose that years
and rentmce *would give inore sedatencss, and graver views of the purpose of
t theing. But with tius purpose 1 view, itis just a question with

t them how

minacy, | .
subjugation of cvery selfish indulgence and propeusity. i B

May not Christian parents take a lesson even from them 2 Bu
wo claun higher precedents, we appeal to higher autburity. .

The histories of Moses, of Jascph, of Daniel, und of many others
with which the Old Testament abonnds, as well as tho lives of our
blessed Redeemer and his humble disciples, prove to us Sh“' those
whom God designs for important ofticesand sacred employincnts,
must be brought up, net according to the custom of this world, in
the indulgence of case nud superfluitics, but in the holy path of
self.deniat in which he has himself trod pc{om. #ad often 1o the
schoo! of adversity and afiliction ; such disciphne being not anly
the snost favorable for promoting picty and usefulness, but the best

reparation for carthly honours and distinctions—if such shoutd
ﬁcmﬁcr be allotted to them.—Mutier's Magazine.
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ON DANCING.
BY THR REV. ALBERT RARNES.

uestion before us is not whether it is praper to train up a
fu:‘l?; ?o appear well in lifo; to be characterized by urbamty,
©0 , and truo refincinent of heart and mauncrs.  Itis not
whother it 18 desirable that children should be so reared as to de.
mean-themselves well in any sivuation where they may be placed ;
®0 as o avoid painful nwkwarc‘lncsq aud cmbaymssmcnl. n?d 80 as
to appear with case and propricty in any social circle. No ques.
tion will be rused on that pomt, iu this housc ; and as to the im.

ortance of the thing itself, there will bs no differcnce of opion.

Vo have not so read the Bible, or studied the nature of Chasti.
anity, as to suppase that it has any precepts that countenance
roughness and bhoorishness of manners § that it is tae patron of‘
bluntnosk, mecivihiy, of sourness of temper; or that there s any
holineas in disegarding tho caurtesics of hife, o7 1 awkwardncss
of micn and gesture.  We do not belicve that roughness of exteror
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can be mado to demonstrate that the heart is culiarly intent on
apintual things, or that the neglect of the or inary usuges of ro.
fined soctety can bo regarded as amang the means of grace, ora
passport to the Divine favor, ‘I'ho precrpt, *be conrteous,” can.
not be forgotten. “The example of Paul nmy be referred to ax
one of singular urbanity of manners ; und the whole lifc and the
preeepts of the Lord Jesus muy be mentioned also, ns illustrating
the nnportance of truc courtesy and refinement.  We might also
obscrve, that it is by the precepts and influenco of Christianity,
far more than by the rulcs of men like Chesterficld, that truo ro.
fincinent will bo, and is, kept up in the world. A man under the
full ifluence of the Gospel from his carly years, will bo a truly
refined and corrteous man.  If thero are’ exceptions to tho lawas
of true courtesy among Christians, they occur in cases where con.
version tukes place ut a period of life too fur advanced to have
the manners moulded by the new system, or where, by perverted
vision, somo spectal merit scems to be attached to coarseness of
manncrs, as if this were a means of grace.  But of tho importance
ofall that 18 meant by true courtesy, case, refinement of mind
and manners, no question will e raised here.  ‘The only question
i8, whether that is to be gained only in the dancing school; or
whether it may not bo obtained clsewhere, without the dangers
incident to an attempt to seck it there.

‘The question is not whether *balls” are or aro not as proper
as large and expensive fashionablo parties; whether it may not be
as consistent for a professing Christian to join in the dance, asto
grive such & party, or to mingle in such scenes of frivolity.” On
that question, which is often raised, it is not necessary to go into
a discussion, or even to express an opinion in order to clucidate
the subject before us.  As 4 two wrongs do not make a Tight,”” s0
it dacs not prove that ono thing is right to show that it isno worss
than another, or prove that onc custom is consistent or proper for
a professing Christian because another s freelyindulged in of a simi-
lar character. For myself, I freely confess I sce no greatdifference;
and as a Chnstian tun, I would as soon accept of an invitation
to the one as to the other.  Tho question still would be, however,
whether either was consistent and proper for a professor of the
religion of Christ.

or 18 the question whether the pract'co of dancing is consistent
for the votanes of the world. 1 admit thatit1s entirely consistent
for them ; whether it is raght or wise, is quite another question.——
It is entirely consistent for them, however, because they profess to
be governed by no principles wihich would come in conflict with
1, or winch aren any way violated by it. ‘The aim of the people
of the world 18 10 make the mast of (Zc resent life, and chiefly
his object is prominont

they can make the most of s world—of the 8Casons,
months, and years, as they flee away.  Whether that which they
wck can be best found in the ball.room, the splendid party, tho
theatre, or oven in the low haunt of dissipation and revelry, just
23 a matter of celculativn and probabilitics, but does not infringo
on any principles which they hold, or uny views which they pro-
fess to entertain of the objcets of hvmng. When, therefore, in
unagination, I look 1 upon a ball.room, and sce a large and bril.
hant assembly with all that can fascinate in lights, and dresses,
and music, an.  .ceful movemnents, sad as the spectacle 1, ac.
cording to the views which I entertain of the object of living, still
I scc nothing tnconsiatent with any views which they entertain.
‘They profess to nct with vo reference to the grrave, or to the Jjudg-
ment-bar, or 1o cternity.  They do not profess tc have any refer.
ence 1o the glory of God, or the love of Christ, or the worth of
the soul, or the obligations of prayer. They do not profess to
place their Kappiness m God and in the hope ‘of heaven. When
lookmg on such a scene, though I may weep over what scems to
e obvious folly, yet I see no professed prnciple violated 3 no dis.
regarded vows; no violated pledaes; und I can have a sort of
respect for them—as I alwags must have for consistency with
avawed pnineiples—though I may mourn that they have no better.
T will weep that they have no belter views of e, of the dignity
and worth of the soul, of what they might enjoy, of that etemal
crown which they mght obtam ; but with the views which thoy
cherish, I do not know why we shonld natsay tothem, * Thought.
tess tnflers ! dance on.  Make the most of hfe. It will soon bo
ended; and as the inscet tribes tht flutter in the beams of the
cveaing sun will soon reach the elose of iheir ephemeral being,
and terminate their Jifo and thorr dances together, so it will

with you.  If most enjogment can be erowded into a lall.room



