THE CLAIMS AND PROCEREDINGS OF

of it. Nat without a pany, but yet, without hesi-
tation, we put, in this wmstunce, te peril, interests,
very dear to us ; beeause, so0 only, could the great
cause be uphell.  We gave our whole influence,
11 very many cases, in support of men, whose pre-
judices weknew to be opposed to the clrims which
our nationa) church was to lay betore them. In
support of these men, our very clergymen, unusual
sight ! were tobe scen at the hustings,  Thus
was Mr. Hagermanreturned, and thus were others
returned, whom [ could cnumerate.  ‘The result
was, what was wanted for the occasion, a lugh to-
ry house,

Why do T dwel' on detals T had rather not put
on paper ¥ Because the rehgivus opinions of the
majority of the mewmbers of this extraordinary house,
made for an extraordinary purpose, have been as-
sumed by Dr. Strachan as a fit cviterion of the re-
Ligious opinions of the Province ! IWein Cunada,
know very well, that they show only, what are gen-
erally the religious opimons of a high tory. But—
his statements cross the Atlantic, and there, some
may think it a phenomenon requiring explanation,
that 36, of a house of 62, should be of the church
of England. For their benefit, Mr, Editor, | have
thought your pages should contain that explana-
tion.

Tor all this withholding of rights, for all this
positive wrong, we have sought redress.  Our do-
mg so, has, by our opponents, been esteemed, a
crime, and they have attempted to hold us upto
public odwm, as unpriucipled and reckless dis-
turbers of public peace. 'T'o pass over what was
done and said ten years ago—to pass over Mr.
Hagerman’scelebrated harangue—the Archdeacon
of 'Loronto in his recent letters characterises oux
proceedings as * blind and selfish violence”—¢ a
pursuing of the church of England with unrelent.
ing fury”—¢an attack as senseless ast is wicked,
made without shadow of excuse”—¢ an attempt at
public robbery and spohation™ &c.—and contrasts
it with the ¢ peaceful loyalty,” as he terms it, of
his own church.

Now, before proceeding to enquire what cause
we may bave given for such terms being applied to
us, or to consider what really has been our conduct,
[ would remark, that, inany cxamination ofthe
course of action adopted by the two churclies, we
ought, in fairness, to take into account their differ-
ent constitutions, Qur constitution is cssentially
nopular, ‘I'lie constitution of the churchof Ing-
Jaud is as cesentially arbitrary. The form of go-
verumnent of each has its peculiar inconvemences
and advantages.

Like all popular bodics we are tardy m our
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movements, checked by the clash of opposryr
opinions, and noisy m our course. But, on the oth-
er haud, this very contest of opunons by bringing:
aut the right end the wrong, renders us less liable
to error, the pubhaty of our vroccedings opposes
our attampling or perpetrating injustice ; and,ina
just cause, the whole energics of the body being
roused, our strength is proportionally great. The
node of action we have taken has of coursc been
determined by this conslitution,  We have acted
asa people.  So acting, thoughts and feelings had
to be communicated, argued, adopte, urged; funds
to be collected ; representatives to be chozen and
invested with authority & their proceedings to be
communicated and animadverted on ; and the fur-
ther course of action to be determined.  This pro-
cedure has been termed “agitation,” a ¥ stirring
up of evil passions :"—we cannot help its being so
desiznated.  But we urgein defence : 1st.  That
whatis called agitation is natural toall populer go-
vermments, and yet popular governments are,
on the whole, reckoned most conducive to
happiness.  2dly. That we can only in fair-
ness be held accountable for the evii  henes
arising, if we have been the aggressors, and, that,
it it turn out we have been only warding olfag-
gressiom, the party committing the wrong must, in
justice, be held answerable for all the evil resulting
tfrom 1it.

Bet, agein, we may reply, adsisting that, like
every thing mundane, our formn of government,
with its advantages, has its ovils, before you can
hold this a reproach to us, you must prove that
vour own is preferable. Let us see how fur it
£eemS S0,

L. too is mingled good and ill. Asours1s popu-
lar, itis arbitrary. Like every suchrule, it is
prompt and quict in action : but it is sccret un~
controlled, despotic.  The advantages given toit
by ths fucshity for prompt and vigorous and untu-
multuous action, which its power being altogether
placed under the command of the lends of the es-
tablishment, confers on it, we can have no reason
to deny, for it has been very apparentto us. While
we were deliberating, or thinking it would be ne-
cessury Lo dehberate and act, the English church
was already 1n cnergetic action. ilence the dif-
ference of our relative standmgs inthe early histo-
ry of the colony. DBut, to balance the advantages
of thisvigour of enterprise and action, ithere are
the usual evils arising fromthe exercise of arbitra-
ry and secret power.

1st. The want of restraint and publicity attend-
ing it may be permitting the commission of
wrong, certainly exciting suspicion and jealousy,



