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Youths' Depavtment.
" HE BIBLI AND THE FAMILY.

‘Tur Ho¥N, Turopokt FREuixanv vaes, ot the an-
niversary of the American Bible Socicty, of which ho
1 President, delivered the following address, which we
chose to reserve for pullicauon. lestit might be parti-
ally overlooked among the mas< of matter relating to our
auniversariea, Tt werits specifie attention, as the Bi-
ble, wo fear, i3 too olten neglected asa Book for the
Fuily ¢

Wo can neveradequately estimate tho value or trace
the relation of the family to tho State, and of the Bible
to both.

The family forms the basis of the rovial community,
wd effectively reaches the larger spheres of the govern-
ment #ud the State. When pure, it is the copious
“ountain of all that is geod and hopeful, asit is, when

orrupt, the fatal sourco ofall that is per.icious and
destructive.

‘The recolléctions of childhood, the father's counsels,
the first prayers of the mother, often hallowed by the
thoughts of bereavemont and tho wastes of the grave,
ment and glow tozether in mauhood, to exalt tho ngeney
oming from the family among the most eventlul on the
character and destiny of man.

The sagacious observer of men and influence, who
decmed the ballads of a pastoral people of so wuch
moment, could with more truth have said. Allow me
te open way ‘o the family ; grant me to pour upon the
houschold, at the fireside, a. tho social table, at the
home-coming of labor from its teils, the light and power
I iy, bring, to shape the mind, to mould the will and
auide the thouaht ; and, under God, I will hold the
reing o public sentiment, and fix the standard of cha-
racter and the law of conduct. Yes, Le might add,
with fearful truthfulness, I will make or un-make any
pedple by such permitted agencies. It was of the Da-
viie purposo to clothe the family with energies of pe-
culiar power, and thut it should be, throughall time,
the germ of social existence and character. Ile well
knew bow soon the sceds sown there would spring up
1o life, und bow fruitfully the blossoms would 1iper. to
the harvest. 1o constituted this Jomeatic rolation on
the very first days ofcreation, while Eden still bloomed
w all i3 innorence. ¢ I will make him abelp meet for
him, and they shall be ono niesh.  For this cause shall
a wag leave bis {ather and mother and cleave unto his
wife.) Tkey shall be one in joy and sorrow and svm-
patby—onc in thought and purpose and counse!  And
with it the Bible bolds inseparable communion. There
13 10 law bat in God’s Word that can preserve the fa-
wily in healtbful condition. AN history shows that
there is noother bond that can bind tozether its various
interests.  Let that green and verdant spot where
cbildhood and youth yield sv frecly to first inpres-ione,
and are moulded into the man and the eitizen—let that
bo neglected or parverted, and no regrets or reproaches

forgoiten that genvine politenves is o great losterer of

can repair the mischief. As well might wro expect
arapes of thorns, 29 virtuous and honorablo manheod !
from neglected and wicked youth. ¢ Whatseever a
man soweth, that shall he also veap!  The whirlwind
for the wind i3 as trae for nations us for men, and
the harvest will show the seeds that ase sown. It is a
universal law, and sways all creation.  Wiiked parents
wd Iawless chiblren will grow into corrupt communi-
ties, and at last overthrow the wisest system of sacial
and eivil order ever raised by the wisdom and skiil of
men. The family is Lenignantly desioned and fitted
tabe the nurse of virtue : and to be such, the Bitle
must role the fanuly.  The authority of God, and ke
‘nfiuences of his word and Spirit, must fence around
this sacred place against hostile intrusion- and corrup-
ting temptations. The charitivs of home must be
Juarded and clerished by the doctrines and precepts
of the Bitle.

Ther2 vwa Lo no stronger plea for the Bible, and os-

‘ cisescome before dancing any day, and a bealthy, robust

peoally bere, with our free institutions, the work under
Ileaven of cur hands, and with Jaws the fruit of our
own legislatin.  We must have the Bible, in its power
and glorifivd course, bearing light, purity and peace
o every e~*tage and neighiborhood and dwelling-places
arthe tides < £ evil that threaten us will very soon roll
er us in volumes of overwhelming desolation. Aad
the Americsa Bible Soeicty is honored by this blessed |
wistasnentality.  God, in Lis mereiful providenee, bas
rearedd up thesinstitution for these great epds; and we
waould deveatly acknowledae the goodness which has
aiven to it somueh favor, and crowned it with <o many
tokens of 1lis approbation.

T i
POLITENL: s~y vndeavouring to acquire a habit
of politences. it will 2201 beeeme familiar, and sit on
vou it case if oot with ¢legance.  Let it never be
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fannly love 5 It allays nceidental irvitation by prevent-
ing harsh retorte and rude contradictions ; it softens
tho Loisterour, stimulates tho indolent, suppresses sell-
nhness, and, by forming a habit of consideration lor
others, harmonizes the whole.  Politeness begets po.
liteness, and brothers may rasily bo won by it to leavo
alY' tho rude ways they bring homo from schoel or col-
lege.  Sisters ought never to reecivo any littlo atten-
tion without thanking them for it, never to ask a favor
of them but in courteous terme, nevor to reply to
their questi.ns in menesyllable, and they will soon by
ashated to do such things themselves,  Both precept
and example ought to be lad under contrilution to
convineo them that no one can have really good tman-
ners abroad who is not habitually polite at home.

Daxcind—To a Mothrr.—One point ivquite clear;
if you wish to train your ¢hild for the world, dancing
Yessons cannot be dispensed with : upon that matter all
arg agreed.  But the questian really ig, whether for the
sake of carriage and deportment it may not be bath
lawful and desirable for a Christian parent to allow her
daughter to learn to dance 2 Now, observe what such
a coursy leads to. You allow your child to learn an
accumplishment which you would nut allow her after-
wards to exercise.  You would shrink from allowing
your child to figure in a ball-room, because, as a Chris-
tian mother, you very properly consider * the ball” as
one of those worldly amusements which the disciple of
Christ is engaged to forego.  Surely, then, it is, on tho
faco of it, inconsistent to teach what the child is not to
practice.  Observe, next, that by allowing vour child
to lenrn dancing, you add a tewptation to werldliness
vhich it is in your power to prevent. It is compara.
tively casy for a young person to refuse going to a vall
when shoe is able to say I cannot dance ;” whereas
there is many a young person who wonld not have con.
race to say * 1do not dance,” if all the while her pa.
rents have allowed her to learn the accomplishment.—
The writer of theso remarks hias more than once been
pained to learn from pious and excellent ladies, at the
head of schools for the yousg, that they have been in va-
tious waysdiscountenanced by professedly Cbristian pa-
rents, simply because they bave striven to uplift a better
ttandard in their schools by tho exclusion of daucing
lessons  This is a reproach which ought not to attach
to those who profess to have * renounced the pomps
and vanities of this wicked world.” We heard recently
of a pions father who, on his death-bed, made it his
request that the two little orpban girls whom he was
leaving behind might never bo allowed to learn dan.
cing. e had a just view of the temptations to which
the accomplishment, if acquired, might expose them,
and of the caution which is becoming in a Christian
who desires to bring up bis children for God. But
what of their carriage and deportaient *  Arenot these
to be attended to 7 Yes, certainly : but not at the risk
of moral injury. It is mnere nunsense 10 say that grace
of carriage and elegance of deportinent can only be
obtained Ly learning to dance. I you must resort to
artificialmeans to produce these effects, grmnastic exer-

frume, with a vizorous mind well employed, cven be-
fore these. Tho question is to be resolved by this
* Will you have your ¢hild trained for the world or for
Christ ¥

Selections.,
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MopEry Dervstaxs.—In a late daily paper we
find a death thus announced : + Alade ker transit from
carth 1o the spheres, dMes.———"  And toJeave il
duubts as to what deseription of people could be the
authors of sostranze an abituzry notice, we find ap-
pended an invitation to ¢ the friends of Spintualisw
generally™ to attend the funeral obscquies,  Whether
the rites of Christian burial wete observed on this ce-
carion we do not know.  But we saw not long since an
account of a funeial, at which, during the exercises
the spirit of the defunct took part by *raps” insole and
beneauth the coflin ! And furthermore a communica-
tion from the ghost. sent to ber friends through a
* medium” was read to the asscmbled conapany.

This is * the very crror of the moon.” At the rate
the melancholy delusicn spreads, larger provisiwn will
be required for the shelter of the insanc ; for the re-
ports of the various institutions show large aceessions
of patients whose reason has been dethroned by diso-
bedience of the positive commands of God, against in-
quiring of the dead, and consulting familiar spirita—
And those *who are 55 far demented as to be incapable
of transacting the ordinary duties of life are not the
only persons affected ; for we find Jong letters and grave

statements publisked from luratics still at large. In

theso decuments we cannat decide whother most to
wonder at the folly or the impuety of the writers, Ad-
miration halts Letwen thuir fatuity and their profanity
Danicl Do L'ov's fantous description and narrative of
the Appartion of the Ghost of Mrs. Yeal is eclipseld
antirely.  Old wives’ fables are drawn from the con-
tempt in which thoy have so long rested; nnidl wo
are to have a clasic holgoblin literature, onriched
with daily modern contributions. Itis hardly neces-
sary to say that not cnv ol theso things will bear tho teat
of critical estuwination, or stand the ordeal of sound
investigation.  They are hiterally boneath contempt.—~
Wo have scen, il so have many of our readers, wo
suppore, o clover seriea of essaye, critical and historieal,
written  upon Mother Guose's melodies, in whick anti.
fuarian lore, aud really yoetic taste wero made to
adorn a trumpery subject.  Lho humor of theea por-
formances was tho siliculous disproportion Lotween
premises and the condusions, ‘Thereis a Yiko dispro-
portion between tho Mother Goosadism of # Spiritual.
™ and the cfforts of some really tine minds to de-
fend them,—between the jnsano folly of the pretond
ol commanications” and the sngenuity of the dupes
who labor to oxplain and claborate theories from themm.
But in this case there is no plensure Lut disgust in the
perusal—sorrow that men can so throw away their
brains upon a delusion at onee impudant and foolish.

W suppose it 130f no use to rewson againzt such folly .
 Ephraim is joiued to his idols, let bim alone.” But
wo would entreat all thors who have kept out of the
wischiovous influence of'this folly hitherto, to « touch
not”  Aud thoss who have themselves heen deawn in
must resolutely break the fascination—for a faseination it
has proved,and fly the temptation.  We kngw the in-
fected, those who, liko the Aubenians make it therr
lite study to hear or to tull some new thing, will, weet
us with the old platitwles, solemnly pronounced.
about free investigation, aud all that.  But who yould
argue in (avor of freo investigation of a serpent’s teeth
whilo Lis baleful breath is upon you, or contend for
the wisdua of studying a constrictor's spots while his
deathly folds enclose the * free enquirer 2

Tho plain word of God, tos ofien neglected even by
those who profess faith in its revelations and obed;-
ence toits preeepls, s a suflicient guide in all doubt-
ful oceasions.  Avoid every eppearance of evil, and
in this case, the appearance i« manifest and unmistake-
sble By thorr froits ye shaltknow them.—~The mod-
ern diserples of tho Witch of Endor have in formal con-
clave denounced  The Book. and thus admitted that
its tenchings are irreconcifable with thejr practices
and their doctrin «  Those who think thatin the
Seriptures they . cternal life, will not sutlfer,
necromancy and « doctrines of devils” 1o defraud them
of their birthright.—E. R,
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Axciest dhiNes oF Lase Sveertor—The Lake
Supetior reion of America ia richer than any other
region of the world in copper. It is not many years
since these rich seams of copper were discovered, and
with our knowledye of the Indian's character, and our
entire ignorance of the history of the past, in respect
to the inbabitants of northern Ameriea, it was sup-
posed that cur modern hscoveries of these minerals
were the first ever maie Uy norial man.  The huge
mounds scattered over our country, lave left tracea
Lehind them of a race long :inre passed away; butina
more striking manner have evidences of that race been
recently breugbt to lizhtin the discovery of ancient
mines. tools, &e., in thy Loke Superior region. In
1518 tho first of these old mincs was discovered, and in
it was found a mass of pure cepper weighing six tons
which Lad been raiscd by ancient wedges, and rolled
along the gallers. These ancient mines extended
oves 3 tract of country 10 nulis Iong, runniog from
N E.to 8.W. A great number of ancient tools have
been found.  They all conaint of bard stones, with
single and double greoves for tho reception of handles,
like those now vmployed by blackshs for holding
their wedges,  The marks of uid fires extend(d overy-
where, shoning that they employed hieat i their pun-
ing operations—Ly beating the reek first, then cooiinge
it quickly with water, to soften it—tke plan for soften-
ing ceppor. Whea did those ancient miners work
tiese mines, and who were they ¥ “Irecs of hundreds
of years' standing, extend their roots on the surface of
a soil, whish has required ages to accumulate, over
some of their deepest works.  We have no evidence of
whoso those mines were, except by tho tools which
have been left behind them; but at ono timo they
wust have been numerons, for quite a number of their
oll excavations havo been opened up.—Scicntific
Anmerican.

Who were these ancicat miners, that vicived ameng



