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other world ; bécause the same apostle declares,
they shall pass through fire; and whether this fire
be understood of n material elementary fire, or a
metaphorical one, that is the affliction of the mund,
great sull>rers certainly mmnst these souls he winlst
they are passing through that fire, wherein their
worlis will be burnt, though, at length, their persons
will be saved, not without pain and difficulty ; like
aman, who, to save his life when his house is in
flames about him, is forced to pass through the fire
to make his escape.
cording to the apostle’s doctrine, Christians die gwil-
ty of, not deserving cternal dawmnation ; which, ne-
vertheless are panished in the other world with
Jire, whatever that fire be; which is the genuine
doctrine of purgatory maintained by Roman Ca-
tholics.

3. “Tor Chrst who hath once suffered for sins
the Just for the unjust, (that he might bring us to
God) being put to death in the flesh, but quickened
by the spirit; by which also 21¢ went, and preached
unto the spirits in prison ; which sometimes were
disobedient, when once the long suftering of God
waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was pre-
-paring.” 1 Pet.-ii. 18, 19, 20.

From this text it appears, that at the time of onr
Saviowr’s death therc were some souls in a state
of suffermg (in prison) in the other world. on ac-
count of lesser sins not deserving of damnation ; for
certainly our Saviour would not have gone and
preached to them, had they not been capable of
saJvation. These souls therefore were not in hea-
ven, where all preaching is needless, ner in hell,
where all preaching is unprofitable ; but, in the
middle statc of suffering souls, they were ;
which is the purgatory maintained by Roman Ca-
tholics. .

4. « Who will render to every man according to
his deeds.” Rom. ii. 6.

“ And then he shall reward every man according
to his works.”  Maithew, xvi. 27-—Apocalypse
xxii. 12,

That God will render to every one, according to
their works, with strict justice in the other world,
is plain in Scripture, even for cvery idle word man
shail be accountable. Matt. vii. 36. Again, we
know from Scripture, that no one lives without sin;
for there is no man that sinneth not, and, in many
things, we offend all. (2 Kings vii. 46.—James
. 2.) Butif no one lives without sin, it is not to
be doubted, that great mumbers, even of the better
sort of Christians, die before they have sufficiently
washed away all their sins in the blood of the
Lamb. For, who of a ¢housand can say, at the
time of their death, that they have by penance en-
tirely cancelled every sin they had committed, of
thought, word, or deed, from the time thiy came
to the use of reason to the end of theirlives? Now
either Protestants maiuntain, with the ancient stoic

Some lesser sins, then, ac-!

‘ philosophers, that all sinsare equal, at east all mor-
tal, and, if so, whoever.die mn any sin before they
have repented, are forever lost: (wlieh doctome |
(ione but a madman will maintain) or. they allow
- that there ar2 lesser sinsand imperfections i1 men
which we call venial sus, and, which are meident
cven to the just, that do nut merit cteral torments.
But, if there are many, who, before they
have acpented, die gulty of lesser sins wiich
(do nou merie  ternal torments, cither thry im-
medueely afte, death are translated into the juys of
¢ heaven, witlout smdeigomg tae just pumshment of
their ofitnces crther i this world or the next; and
then how Is 1t true, that God renders to every one
according to thew we kst Or, they are at first
punished in the ether world, m proportion as ther
sins deserve, and, in the end, are translated to hea-
ven ; which in other words, 15 what we mean by a
purgatory.

5. ¢ But the most valint Judas exhiorted the
people to preserve themselves £ a sin, sceing be-
fore their eyes what had hap; ied for the sins of
those who were fullen in battle.  Aud, making a
colicction, he sent twelve thousand drachmuis of
silver to Jerusalem, for sacrifice to be offered for
the sins of the dead, thinking we!l and religicnsiy
of the resurrection. . .. .. It is, therefore, a holy
and wholrsome cogitation to pray for the dead, that
they may be loosed from their sins.” 2 Mae.
xH. 42,

Whether Protostants allow the history of the
Machabeesa |’ co in their canon of Scuipture or not
it may Lhope, be of sufficient authonity to inform
thiem, that prayers and sacrifices for the dead was
formerly a solemu rite of the Jewish Church, at a
time when it was the true Church and taught the
true worship of God. Now, if the belicf of a third
place, or purgatory, was a point of true faith, then
revealed froin God and delivered to the Jews by
tradition from the saints, it is also a pcint of true
faith now,

TENETS OF THEBOMAN CATHOLIC CHURGH
FAIRLY BXPLAINED.
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CHAPTER V,

ON RELICS, PICTCRES, AND IMAGES.

With regard to Relics and Images, tlic Council
of Trent expressly forbids us to believe, that ¢ there
is any power or divinity in them, for which they
should be reverenced, or that any thing is to be
asked of them, or any confidence to be placed in
them ;” and expressly declares, that ¢“all the ho-
nour be referred to those, whom these relics or
intages represent,” for it requires, ¢ that honour and




