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REGIPROCITY.

It would appear from a recent commu-
nication received by President Mackenzie,
of the Winnipeg Board of Trade, from
the St. Paul Chamber of Commerce, that
the latter’body is strongly in favor of re-
eiprocal trade relations letween Carada
and the United States. The communica-
tion states that ¢ the St. Paul Chamber

of Oommerce have repratedly recom-
‘mended to Congress the propriety of se-

curing a reciprozal treaty with the Canas
dian provinces.” A expression of opinion
s asked ‘from the Winnipeg Board of
Trade on the question. There is un-
doubtedly a strong feeling in many parts
of the Umted States in fuvor- of a reci-
procity treaty with this country, which
the existing fishery difliculties have tended
to bring into prominence. However, a
great del of opposition.to such a schéme
would come from certain classes in both

countries, and the sentiment fostered by

the presest high tariff regulations in “Can:

ada as-well as in the United States, would’

stand in the way of the substitution of a
reéiprocity arrangement betwcen the two
.countries. '

It cannot be said that the state of pub-
lic opinion in the United States has made
any great advance toward.the principle of
free trade. Indeed, the November clec-

tions just past would indicate that the.

opposite is-the case; and whilst a free
trade sentiment undoubtedly -does pievail
to & cousiderable extent in the West, it
has been lately asserted that the doctrines
of the pr otectionists have been ¢oming ra-
pidly.into'favor in the South. during-the
past few years. This is quite probable,
as it would be natural to expect that the

rapid growth in the iron, cotton-and other -

manafasturing  industries- in the South
would carry with them a good deal of pro-
tectionist sentiment.  This impression
would séem to be bornz out by the fact
that a Denocratic administration has
done nothing toward taking a- decided

:stepin the direction of free trade, and that.
atothing more than .a few vague hints

about;tariff tihkering have-been: thrown
out. Such hiuts as have been given in

re"ard to & remodeling of the tarift have:

nob indicated any radieal changes from the

present system, but- they. have:been sufii-

cignt to arouse a strong display of hostlhty
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against any.proposals to alter the exlstmg
state of things. 'The tav il questlon (3
erted no hnht mllucnce in deéciding the
recent electlons. aud the result was mani-
festly against any relaxation in the d\ut;pe,
as was shown in the'difeat of many of the
candidates who were in:fuvor of tariif re-
vision. It would therefore appear that
50 far as the sentiment in the United

‘States is concerned, there would besn con-

siderable opposition to a reciprocity treaty
from -that-quarter, in so faras it woul(.l
indicate a disposition to relux protection-
ist principles.

In Canada. also there would now be a
very strong opposition to such a treaty
cowing from a wealthy and iunfluential
portion of owr populatin. Dmht or nine
years undera high protective tarif’ has
been sufficient time- to call into existence
a powerful clement of opposition: to the
proposed change. DMany lines of manu-
facturcs have been established. which de-
pend to a great exteut upon tariff’ proten-
tion, and which would be left in a serious
way by the removal of -the same. Some

“of these industriss have Leen called into

existence solely through the adoption of
the protective tarift, or the Netional Pol-
icy, as it is usually. termed, and they have
since continued to lean upon this-policy
for support. The removal of the prop
would mean their annihilation, Such-in-
dustiies, established theough the influence
of a protective tariff, and depending either

wholly or in part upon it for support, have ]

come to be looked upon by many as
“vested rights,” and worthy of due con-
cideration in any proposals to alter the
duties affecting the same.  Without dis-

cussing the questlon of vested rights, it is.

evident that any-attempt toward réducing
the customs duties would meet with-de-
termined - opposition from a large section
of our people;; and. the questxon of reci-

procity with the Umted States, would. |

now-find’ f(.wer suppotters-in this country

~than at any time since th_e\abx‘ogntion_ of

the last reciprocity treaty with that coun- |
try. "

‘There: are those in Canada who; look |
upon the- tatiff question solely from a
party-standpoint, and who, without un-

derstanding the principles of ,free. trade'
| versus protcctron, would be \vxllmg to fol- | :
-:low thexr pohhcal party m whatevel -pol-
lcy the. party mwht adhere to. Some of-

these would be qmte wxllum to see Canada

“buried coinmercially, in the: ‘United States .|
if thezr party. ghould: so. dictate: By @
-policy. of extréme -protection, a vast mans-I
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ufacluring interest ‘has "been built up in
the States; and. now stxmds upona firm
footing. In Canada many m'mufacturuw
‘industries are but in their infancy. To
throw our markets open to the highly’
protected manufacturers of the Unitéd
States  would therefore bLe to place::our
home producers of many lines of goods'at
~the.mercy of the foreigners, the latter be-
ing at the same time shielded from outside
competition by the high tariff wall. Thus

; it might Lo shown thut reciprocity would

not prove an unmixed blessing to Canada
at.Jarge, and many objections might be
urged against entering into such a favored.
nation’s arrangement, without at all com
bating -the principles of free trade. A
free interchange of natural products be-
tween Canada and the United States,,
without the imposition- of duties, would
undoubtedly prove of benefit to -both
countries, but to go beyond thls would be
to provoke a strong feeling of opposition
from a large section of our people.
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JAMES' BAY RAILWAY.

Notwithstandiiig:the opposition which
has been manifested against the Winnipeg
and Hudsou's Bay railway in the East,
and the expressed belief..of ‘the people
there.in the impracticability.of the. under-
taking, it would appear tnat- these
people have after all a great deal of faith
in the enterprise. They have Leer-very
reluctant alout’ confessmg it, but it has at
“last come out. In’ Toronto,. qwhere save
Montréal, the greatest, mcreduhcy was ex-
pressed in the- Wmmpew schems, they are
now -agitating for the construction of a
railway -through Ontario to. James Bay.
Tne.hnuncul,rmt of. a schieme to build:s
railway-from: Lake Nipissing. to:James’
Bay:is- said to have bLeen.: samsfc.ctonly

“bonuses by the Dominion- and
Ontario Governments.. - It-is. proposed to
ask-the Ontario- Government for.a grant.
of $6,000 per 1 mlle for 150 mxles, whilst

Donumon to.the tunc of 34, 000: per/mxle
for. 350.,m11es.- The. engmeer has..sub-
m1tt,ed & report showmg that the road can

......

ordmary snock and mort«age bondswdth

“réspective: ‘Governments: The proposed
road.will'rua:. entxrely throu"h .wild:land,
- without settlers.
thexr fibmiiess, in théir Delief that the
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arranged, .subject to the granting of

an er.dea.ver w:ll ‘be. made to . mulct the.

-the:assistance prevxously “noted from. the.
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