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W liEN I first went into a printing office to learni the tYps
there was postcd on the wall a print of Gutenberg and

Faust, examining their Ifl rst proof." It mnust hiave *made quite a
dent in my miemory, because a %celle whichi I witiiessed the other

*day forcibly broughit that print back to my mind. I had clirnbed
up several fliglbcs ofstairs ina building on llollisstreet, 1-JifaLx,
located directly opposite the 1arliament B3uilding. My mission

wvas to see with mine own eyes a press
,~ * ~ on which hiad been foughit the battie of

Àk responsible Government in two provinces.
- , I~ was told thiat 1 would find apitn

ofifice at the toi) of the building, but the
proprietor evidently did flot belie,«e in the
value of bis own wares, there being nlo sign
to indîcate the existence of such an estab-
lishment. 1 rnounted the stairs with nus.
givings. But Mien 1 reachied the toi> floor

11o-. JoýRII IIOW& my hiopes were revîved, for there I found,
through the aid of the dim light which strugglcd through the
roof window, a piece of paper posted on a door contain.
ing the words IlPrinting Of-ice." The door was shut, and
iii reply to mny tîrnid rap there came an invitation to
"4corne in." It was there the plate of Gutenberg and Faust
camne back to miy mcmlory, and carried nie down the years of
the past to the time whien I flrst begun to "llearn
the boxes." l'le I)rinting office comprised one smial[ room.
A dim lighit shone in through a windoNw overlooking the biarborn
on which the profaneharid of man or womnan had flot laiîî possibly
simîce Qucen Victoria ascended the throne. On this window the
dust and dirt of many years had gathered, but the proprietor

noticed it not. He probably attributed the dirn light to his faau-
ing eyesight. Near the window was a framne or two and on one
side of the room wvas a Ilrack," on which some Ilhlall-pied "
jobs reposed. In the centre of the rooni 'vas the press and
over it was bent an old ni whose appearance indicated that
lie was flot of this age, but rather one whonî those who had
gone before had forgotten to take îvith them. He wvas printing.
That is, he was printing after the manner of fifty or even sixty years
ago. i'lîe old gentleman, who was the sole occupant of the estab-
lishnîent, greeted mie kindly, and when the object of my visit wvas
explaîned he dropped bis %vork and for an hour or more hie went
back amid the events which Nent far to niake a name and flme
for Nova Scotia. The old gentleman was the i)roud possessor
of the press on wvhich the history of Nova Seotia, and the his-
tory of the sîster and smallcr province, l'rince E"dwaird Island,
was made ; the press on which was printed The Nova Scotian,

Èthe paper which foughit the battle of responsible governiment iii
Nova Scotia, under the able editorship of joseph Howe; the press
whichhiad printed Haliburton's history of Nova Scotiaandthefirst
editions of the great works whichi made that author (Sara Slick)
famous; the press on 'vhichi 'as printed Murdoch's Epitome of
the l.aws of Nova Scotia, and the press on whichi *as printed
Trhe Charlottetown Examiner, the paper wvhichi fought the battle
of the nmasses against the classes on Prince E dward Island, ind
on %vhich the speeches of te island's greatest son, Honorable
Edward WVhelan, were printed.

No wonder his dim eycs took on new light as he spoke of
the glorious triumphis of the old press ini the days gone by, whien

Joseph H-owe wvas a power in the land. laines Itarrett, for sucli
is the niarne of this relie of the art preservative of fornmer cIl),;,
wvas one of Iljoe Hiowe's boys." 1 lis living contenîporatieis are
few and far between. G. 1-. I"enerty, of New Brunswick, is
one ; Louis Knout was another, but hie leIt the case ancl took
to farrning, and niow resides in L.unenburg ('ounty. Amiong
those who have gone Mr. Barrett remnembers l'dward \Vhielani,
and it is with imi this littie sketch wilI rnaitil> (leal, as hie
wvas closely identified with the old press. âMr. llarrett coul(l
not tell whien thc press was made. 'l'lie brass plate contains
the information that it wvas built by John J. W~ells, of Hart-
ford, Colin., wvas numbered 83, wvas Of thie Ilpatent lever"
variety. This indicated that the lever, at any rate, wvas anl iii-
provemnent on somnething cisc. Presses of a sîmnilar character ire
occasionally founid iii country offices to day, but are genierally
used for poster work 'or Il pulling proofs." As far as Mr.
Barrett can recollect, the press wvas used in a «'lprintinig
office " located on Brunswick street, ini a building called - D)e
Mfolitier's F11>'l)." IL ivas then used for prinzing Bibles -
IlVhite's Bibles " Mr. Barrett called theni --but lie thoughrt the

edition wvas out of print. 'Ilieîî it passed into thîe hiands of
joseph Howe (libout 1836>, the famious writer, orator, and
statesmanm. Here as an apprentice Edward WVhelan inked dt
forais and IIworked offT" the Iltoken." Hloe sold tie press
now under review to Richard Nugent, who bouglit out "l'lie
Nova Scotian and the entire outfit. Nugent got into a libel
suit and went to jail, and William Aumand secured the p)alier,
but flot before paying a fabulous price for it. '['lie Nova
Scotian is stili in existence as a weekly edition of 'l'le I falifax
'Morning Chironicle. Nugent sold the press to J. H-. Croskill,
wvho printcd on it a paper called 'l'lie 1%oring P'ost. 11n 1845
the press was sold to E-dward ffVhelan and rcmiovcd to Prince
Edward Island, whiere it was destined to be instrumental ini
Iighting the people's battie. Whlelan ini turn sold it to unle,
Alfred Godfrey, from Whonl the p)rCs21t owner secured it.

Having introduced the famous press and told of its nieander-
ings, let me record a few incidents ini the life of one who used
this press in tlie interests of bis country. On Prince Edward
Island the name of Edwvard %Vlielan is a househiold word. An>'
school boy there wvill tell you that WVhelan %vas a great mianî -

the greatest mnan the island ever pos.
sessed. But while his naille is held in Mh
reverence there is rising up a generation
less senitimiental,*ilioughi fully as patriotic
as those who are rnaking rooni for thiem,
and this younger generation is apt to for-
get the stories told to theni concerning
the evenritul past. Truc, flielan'S
speeches have becn printed ini book forini,
and once ini a while the newspapers ini-

cidentally refer to some achievernent of Et'%% AI W'HLA-1

his-soie great measure of reforrn which lie sucured. Butt such
references are growing fcwver and more vague, and in tinie it
may be necessary to have attached to the portrait of this
departed statesman, which adorns the wvalls of the Provincial
Assembly Chamber, a card telling who and what lie Wvas. May
1 then do something towards keceping bis nîemnory green. 0f
Joseph Howc a great deal bas beetn wvrittn. 'l'ie incidents or
his life wvorth chroniclimg have beenl duly chronicled. Nova
Scotia will neyer cease-or should neyer cease-to do> ii
honor. XVhelan wvas to Prince Edward Island what 1lowe wvas to
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