THE CRITIC.
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“You are an impertinent fellow I" cried the earl. ¢ Out of my way, or
I will ride aver you {”

# Pray—pray listen to him, Lord Caravon,” cried Hildred.

But the earl turned angrily to her

“ You do not understand these matters; you must not interfere,” he
said—" a set of idle rogues.”

“ Stop, my lord,” cried the man, his face paling—** stop. Be satisfied
with taking my health and my strength—leave my character alone. I am
no rogue, 1 am an honest, hard-working man.”

« Honest indeed I” cried the carl, “There is not one honest man
among you."

‘The evil look deepened on the man's pale face.

“1 will not answer, my lord,” he said, with quiet dignity. “[ am
asking a favor; it is life to me. I have no money to leave the house; if I
remain in it as it is it will be centain death to me. My lord, itis buta few
porunds—very few—do not refuse them 1"

But Lord Caraven’s face grew crimson with anger.

« [ shall do nothing of the kind. And let me tell you that I consider
it a great impertinence for you to stop me in this fashion ; [ have an agent
1o manage my affaits—go 10 him.  Out of my road, and take care you do
pot stop me again.”

‘The man went away and the carl rode on.  Was he generous 1
few pounds, and for that a life must be sacrificed.

« Mind, Hildred," he said, sharply, “you are not from any mist ken
notion of generosity to interfere ; if you do 1 shall have to repair every
housc on the estate.”

And she wondered to herself whose idea of gencrosity was mistaken—

his or hers.
CHAPTIR XIV.

Hildred's heart sank lower and lower—every day. brought her some
fresh revelation of her husband's character which was utterly unendurable
to her.  The worst trait of all was that he seemed to her, as it were, to
lounge through hfe.  He literally ¢id nothing—no useful accupation ever
seemncd to attract him.  He never read, he never wrote.  If any lotter of
importance required an answer he passed it to her or threw it aside. If the
agent bronght the accounts he said in his indolant manner, * Lay the books
down—L will sce to them soon ;" but he never looked at them. He had
but one ilea, and that was amuszment. No idea of work ever seemed to
occur to him—self indulgence and indolence were all that he cared for.

Hildred's heart sank in dismay. She looked at him sometimes as he
lay listlessly stretched on a couch, and wondered why nature had given s
fair an cxterior to one with so little soul. The handsome face scemed to
have no purpose in it. If he spoke it was always about some plav or other
for his own especial amusement—it was cither of billiards or ~f one of the
games in which he took such infinite delight. He never ad.anced any
scheme for the benefit of others ; in fact, other people, except so far as they
ministered to his pleasures and his will, did not exist for him. His was a
hopeless character—far more hopeless thay that of 2 man of graver faults.
His young wife looked at him somelimes, wondering if anything would ever
interest him, would ever rouse him, would ever stimulate him to action.

“ It is a terrible thing,” she said,  to live so cntirely for one's seif—a
terrible thing ¥

She thought to herself once that she would sketch his day. He never
rose until after ten ; he sat for some time over his breakfast, reading his
letters and newspapers.  The former were thrown aside, and seldom if ever
answered ; cven those of importance were ignored like thoe rest.  There was
generally a inuttered word over the bills, if any came. Then he took a
gallop on his horse wherever his wild fancy led That was followed by
luncheon, when his lordship did not spare his wine; after that came
biliards or cards, if any one wosth playing with was in the house. Dinner
was followed by wine and billiards until the carly hours of the morning. It
was not a noble life, it was not even a dignified life—it had no cud, no
object except sclfindulgence, and the young wife lovked onn sorrowful
dismay.

\\”(')uld he never change? Would he remain sclfish, sclf-indulgent,
indotent, to his fe's end?  The contrast between what hie did and what he
should have done appailed her —she hardly darcd to thiok of it. The
estate was neglected and uncared for ; the wnants were oppressed ; appeals
for mercy and for justice were made to him in vain. The farmers were all
dissatisfied ; the only person who really scemed to approve of matters as
they stood was Jonn Blantyre, the steward, the wman whom Lady Caraven
instincuvely disiiked. He was always smiling, bland, and suave ; he had a
habit, while talking to Lord Caraven, of rubbing his hands~a habit that
used to annoy and to initate the young countess exceedingly. Ie was
quite pleased if threats were trade by the servants and the laborers that
they would appeal to the carl.  He had a fashion of saying, “ You can try
it—you will sce what the earl says ;" for the carl had but one answer to
everything—complaint, cxcuse, or prayer—and it was, * Go to Blantyre”—
indeed the order had biccome quite a Ly word on the cstate, ** o to
Blantyrc” being considered as cquivalent to something far more dreadt.’.

‘The young countess looked around her.  On cvery side she saw the
same cvil—nothing was attended to, nothing done—thic indolent case of the
carl scened to extend to cvery one with whom hie camie into contact.  The
servants were continually being changed ; nothing went right, as nothing
does when the master of the house takes no interest in anything that passes
init.  Another thing distressed her.  She saw that his old love of gambling
was returing in force.  There were times when his face grew very dark
over his betting-book ; and he would leave home on aii the great race days,
remaining away for some timez, and returning more indolent, more sclfish

than cver.,
(To be continued.)
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SMITH BROS.

25 and 27 Duke, and 150 GRANVILLE STREETS,

HALIFAX, N. 8,
IMPORTERS AND WHOLESALE JOBBERS OF

STAPLE & FANCY DRY GOODS & MILLINERY,

: DEPARTMBINTS.
CANADIAN STAPLES.

(iroy, White and Printed Cottons, Ducks, Shirtings, Ginghams, Flannels
Knitted Underwoar. ete., cte.

ENGLISH STAPLES.
Hewians, Osnaburgs, Hewp Carpets, Priuts, Dress Musling, Linings, Oil
Floor Cloth, etc., etc., etc.

DRESS GOODS.
(‘ashineren, Merinos, Stutfs, Faucys, etc. In this department we are cou-
stantly adding new and Fashionable Goaods.

MANTLES AND TRIMMINGS.
Stockinett Jackets, Jerseys. Shawls, ete.
Latest Novelties in ress and Mantle ‘I'rimninga.
Fringes, Giwpme, Braids, etc., cte,

HOSIERY.

Hoddery in Waoal, Cashmere, Lisle, Cotton, etc., ete.
Corsets, Underwear, Fancy Wool Goodn, etc., etc.

MUSLINS AND LACES.

All claases of Muslins, Curtain Blinds, Nets, etc.

Lsces, Edgings, Frillings, Neck Wear, etc., etc.
SMALLWARES AND HABERDASHERY

Braids, Buttons, Tapes, Ping, Needles, etc , ete.
‘T'his Department is kept well stocked at all times.

MILLINERY.
We claiin to be the leading Millinery House of the Marititne Provinces
Qur Stock of Hate, Bounets, Gauzes, Tri1 .ings, Ribbons, etc., ete, is
Jargo and varied.

Our facilities for ‘nurchuing are unsurpassed,
Our Terms are Libweral.
We offer solid value iu every department.
- %ur Travellers visdt the principal Towns of Nova Scotis, New Bruwswick aud P E
dand.
Orders Ly 1nail receive prompt and careful attention.

Truro Foundry and Machine Co.
TRURO,IN.S.,
ENGINEERS AND FOUNDERS.

Our SPECIALTIES are—

GOLD DOVING MAGEINERY

) Al  Of every kind, with latest Western Tisprovements.

ROTARY SAW MILLS,

& 0T WATER BOILERS.

1 Lstimates furnished for Heating Dwellings,
Stores, Churches, &c¢., with Hot
Water or Steam.

= AINQ -~

Manufacturers of Boilers and
Engines, Iron Bridges, Stoves,
ship, Mill and General Castiags.

Nervous Prostration and Overwork, Bronchial Affection,

Halifax, N. S, Fel. 14, 1850.

Prriyer Exviatoy Co, :

Dran Siks, - Nearly two yeans azn U contracted from excensive talking, a_ brouchial
atfection, accompanied with ¢miderable expectoration and disagreeable cough 3 add to
£this cxcewsive neevous sensibility from overwork and you hiave my case cxactly. Iwas far
fran being well. T had the appactanity of going to England on a ctuise s was stroagly
adrised to go by iy physicia, whe secommendad with other i,ood advice, the usc of your
** Enulsion of Cod Liver (0, &e, &e. T tauk six bottles with e, which X used ing
to directions, and_canformning to prulent dietary instructime. When in England, after
linving need fonr bottles, 1 felt so well that T abandunel its use; but getting thoroughly
drencialane day, and nezlecting to change, broughit on the con 7h and throat trouble n.
T resumed tho use of the Emalion, and on the secand day fallowing the Couzh and throat
tronhlo vanishel, and [ returaed home, as many of my friends knaw, well and steong.
Change of air and rest no doubt accomplished much. bat T have thefirmest conviction that
your preparation was maiuly instrumental in bring about my spreedy couvalescence.

v

T am, yours very tru
JAMES SHAND,
* Commission Merchant & Anctionesr,



