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ratio ol ove to ten. It would appenr fiom
lute expettencoe thnt every carbine should
te provided with 1 rod, [would recommend
for this purpose s rod mndo in sections,
screwed or hinged together after the mauner
of the one submitted from this Armory
March 13, 1875, nnd referred to in my letter
of that date, Such u rod could be eneuly
curried 1 the soldier’s pockel, or in somo
purt of bis equipnaent. The changes pro-
posed by Cuptuin Reilly of lengthemug the
barrel, wflixing to it u enmrod, snd chaugng
the position o the sights would requue
much ume and expense to nccomplish.  Be-
fore muking such very importunt changes
the model of an arm, the opinions of oflicers
from the field sbould be subuntied ton Bowrd
to test their pracucability und desieatulity.
Kuowing the Sprivglield rnflo and carbine to0
be more powetful and accurate than any
arms of 1heir kind ever before issued to our
troops, [um ne a loss to understand the
s general complaints of their welliciency”
to which Captuin heilly refers, I have cave

fully exsmined many of the bi-montbly re-
ports, where comminders of cowpan.es ase
required not only o report their opinions of
the arws in their charge, but to specily 1n
detail ench and every defect of arms and
ammanition that comes under their ohser

vation. So far us L know the complaiut of
ineflicient range Ims uot been made in o
single instance in the nine yems that the
Spinglield system has been in use. OUn the
couirary, a reduction of the clinrge has heen
asked for on the giound of =evere recoil. 1
hope that Urdnince officers serving with
troops will muke persoval investigations mto
alt compl.ints of defects of arms and awmmu-
nttion, and that specimens of defectivo arms
aond amwmunition will be forwarded to this
Armory lor further examination. It isim-
portant 1o kuow whether the trouble is in
the arm or the ammauniuon, orn both. 1
would also cull attentjon to the importance
of oflicers repoiting, in their bi-monthly ro-
ports, the date of the fubrication of the am-
mupition, This point scems to huve Leen
omitted, in some tnstances, whenit had n
very important bLearing in  investigating
causes ol the defects complained of.

J. G. Bexroy,
Licut. Colonel Comman.ling.

Namoxar Arxorny, Srmvuricip, Mass.,

August 1], 1876.
Tothe Chicfof Ordnance, U.& A., WWashingion, D.C.:
Siz: Pursuant to your instructions of the
2nd instent, I faclose berawith a report of a
trial mada by Licutenant Greer at this Arm
ory, to test tho comparative wnertts of the
Winckester rifle and ammunition, as sold by
tie teade for frontier service.
J. G. Bavrox,
Licut. Colonel, Commanding

Naztonat Auwmorr, SraiNeeten, Mass.,

August 11, 1876.
&in:.I hase the honor to submit the fol-
lowing report of trials with a new Winches-
terrepesting siflo purchased Yor uso st this
post. Thiy. rifle, model of 1573, weighs
$5 1bs. ; Joaded and with its w:gazine filled,
in.all fifteen cartridges. it weighs 9.27 lbs.
A3 aripinzhiy;received it was only sighted up
10 500.yands. During the trial s sight grad-
asted from 100 to 900 yards was received
from-the manufactory. It was fired for ne-
curacyat 200, 300, 500, and 900 yards; for
peuetration at 100 yards; and (0r initini ve-
looty, The results ohtuined aro tabulated
telow in comparison with those obiained by
fring six new Sprioglicld carhines. using
bosh rifle and ¢arbing cartridgos.

The nttempt 1o got » target at 960 yards
was n failure; twenty six shots bang lired
without bitting the target (12 square,) using
diflerent elevations and finmg both to riglht
and left, ‘These aro believed to have fullen
short, n8 the marker stationed behind the
turgel could not see any of them siriko the
water, nor could he hear the.n pass his sta-
uon. In rapud f(iring, using tho muguzne,
thero is a0 certanty that the csrtridges tis-
ing from helow wiil enter the clmter. nsis
evident from nn inspecuon ol the 150 here-
with subuntted. I'ne tutlet airnikes on the
end ol the chamber, 1s vpyet and sometimes
wedged 50 u8 to require sureral mmutes to
oxtract it. A sliding Il covers the opening
in wiinch tho custer block mises and fulls ;
the groove tn which the hd shdes wenkens
the sido frame at top so that a ghight blow
will bend,it over the openiug and prevent the
working of the carrier block., Duning the
trial one mainspring was broken. . . .

Jouy B, Gueer,
First L . utenant of Ordance,

Synopsis vf Licutenant Greer's Tab. Stalement.
MEAN DEVIATION.

00 300 00 Qs
Springgetd Carbine § &8 20 523 11
Winchester Rifio 297 125 A%

* Limposstble to get any record.

NoTK.—6 carbines used for thetestat100an 30
yards, an 2 carhloes forthe sXauad IR0 yards dis-
tance.

VELOCITIES.

AMean ot ten riflo cartridges, Springficld
Cathitt@ececee canese teses seasaceas .

Mcan of wen carbine cariridges, Spring-
fiekl carbhine .. . H&'6

Moan of five Winchester cartsldges, Wite
chesterrlle cooenel. .. nrd

PENETRATION IN WIITE PINE AT ONE HUND D YARDS

M'noffive W't of W'tof
shots, BullelsPowd'r

Names of Carbines aud Rifles.
Inches, Gralns. Grslns.

13353

Springficld, calthre07.45  10.075 "W &
Snencer, caltbre 0°.53..... 6 S8 BSOS I
Slmrps‘, calibre 0”50 S5 i) 33
Winchester rifle, cal. 0".41 4 o) 41

General Rosser replies ut length to the
letter addressed to him by Coleael Reno, of
the Tth Cavalry, and which we published in
the Journal, Aug. 12th. In substance his
letteris acriticisuy upon Reno for dismount
ing and teking to the timber. when his “losz
was little or nothing.” He says: * you kad
an open field for civalry operations, and [
belteve that if you had remained in tho sad-
dle and charged boldly in the village, tho
shock upon the Indians would have been so
great tbat they would have been compelled
to withdruw their attacking force from Cus-
ter, who, when relieved, could have push
ed Ins command through to open ground,
where bho could bave manmuveed bis
command, and thus grertly have io-
creased his chances ofsuceess.” General
Rosser presents his theory of tho enga-
semens, accompanied by aexplanatory map,
and gays ;

At the verge of n bigh bank, the deep
stroam below, & vast aty of Iadinns before
him, sour command retreating and the In-
dians tapialy nccumulating in bis front and
on his flanks, Custer was forccd to counter-
march and begin his retreat, which ho at-
tempted 1n column of contpanies. The com-
panies of Tom Cusier and Captain Smuth,
being first 10 advance and iast in the retreat.
fell firet in the slaughter swhich lollowed this
retrograde movement, nod wero found as I
macked the line upon the map. VYates',
company, with its gallaat captain, took up
tho position on the hill, where all perished,
including Custer, the Marat of the American
Arauy, nud Cooke, Yates, Tom Custer und
Riley, ns 1 have indicated on the map; whils
a little furtker on, 1ro found tho remains of

Keogh's und Calhoun’s compunies, which
penshed while fighting theiv way back toward
you—a fow even reaching the place where
Custer fivst struck the high bauks of the
river.

All of which statements aro ssufliciently
answered by Col. Repo's official report and
tis letter, both of which we have published.

Ix unewer to “*Sharpnel's’ inquiry as to
postage rate on communications lor the
Press, we beg leave to refer him to our pub-
lished notice immediately under the Editor-
ial heading, ho will there lind tho answer to
his inquiry. ‘I'hocover of n package marked
© Printer’s copy®’ must be entirely open at one
end, s0 that the contentscan easily be drawn
out of thoe cover by the Postmuster to reo
that is what it represents iwself to be. The
postage on such packuges is one cent per
ounce

Wi have received {rom the Secretary, Dr.
K Ouwver, a copy of the Prize List of the
Kingston Rifle Association, but at 100 late 2
date to beof uny practical value to Riflemen
generally, as the matches therein advertised
come off today.

The Indian War.

A despatch from Fort Pierie via Fort
Tuompson, Dakota, reporis, as confirmed
tlio massacre of a paity of five men near the
head of the Scio, on their way to Black Hulls,
and also thst rumows are sfloat that two
parties, one of fi'ty Black Uillers who came
out to open the Fort Fierre route to dliss-
our: River, and oneof Liventy men who went
to the assistaunce of the tormer, had been
smrounded by tho Indians and the smaller
party dest oyed. The troops having been
withdrawn from Fort Pierre, tho miners are
no looger detained tili sufficiently large com-
panies are formed for proteclion, butpro-
ceed to tho Hills in small parties and thus
full an easy pray to the savages.

General Custer's Remington rifle and the
black horse be used to ride ut Lincoln have
been captured by some Black Hillers froma
young warrior killed on tho route to the
Hills,

A despatch from Bismarck says: A letter
from Standing Rack reports the arrival ofan
Indi+n from the hostile camp with a message
from seven of the hostilo chiels. Ho says
nothing about Suting Ball, but claims hav-
ing been with another much larger party.
lie reports the Indians abundantly supplied
with food and arms and watching the men
constructing tho new post ca Tonguo River.
Tho Indians at Sianding Rock are very tur-
bulent, macy rofusing to be contented, and
others destroying ratioas issued to them.

Cuevesse, Sepl. 16.— A courier who left
Gen. Crook's commnnd Sept. 1Gth, briogs
tho following news: Col. Mills, with 130
men, discovered a hostile Sioux village con-
sisting of farty one large lodges and several
huandred pobies, which Aillsattacked, and a
fight ensued, in which Lieut. Von Leutuna,
of Compauny C, was seriously wounded :n tho
knoe. Privates Medbury snd Charles Fos
ter, Company B: Aupustus Dom, Company
D, ani Sergeant Glass, Compeny E. were
wounded, and Private Wenzel, Company A,
was killed. Word was sent 10 Crook, fifteen
miles backwaid of tho main column, and bo
came forward with sections from his cavalsy.
Crook had kept up & good picket fire duriog
tho forcnoon, and was very much disaps
pointed because Mills did oot report hisdis-
covery last nigh', ns there was pleatly of
timo to have got up thoe enlirc command,
and so etfectually surrounded the villago
that vothing could have escaped.



