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chsarch orgassization and governiîsent> as distinct fronti
Prcsbyterlaîrîsm, Mcîlsodism, Episcopacy, etc. Of
course, it Inplies the existence cf a c/turci. Wlsat,
then, la a churcir, as the terni is conrnoniy ssscd in
the New Testament, andi amosrg ourselves?
VIE CIJURCI OF VIUE MEW 'rESTIVMINM I>ESCRIIIFD.

Thre Çreek word commionly rcndcrcd c/tuirci in tire
New Testament litcraily sgiisacurgtoa
assenib&yj. Thus the congregation of laraci in the
wilderness is caleti a church. Acta vii. 38. Andtu 1
the rietous assembly at Ephesus, thse saine original
word is applied. Acts xix. 32,39. WVltlarererence te
Claristian., we linti the word, useti in thre threc foiiow-
lng senses-

t. To dcnote tlîegeneral, itivisi*/o Chtircir, compris-
ing the wliole body of truc believers on carth, andi in
heaven. Hcb. xii. 23 ; Col. i. 18, 24.

2. To denote particular -.'isibIe churches, or those
bodies of professetibelievers which were accusaonred
te assemble for divine svorship, anti other religiaus
purpeses, in one place ; as the church at Jerusaicm,
the church at Antioch, the chtirches ini Galatia ani
Macedonlin.

3. Vie word is aiso uscd, though not frequeaîly, te
denote thegenerai, -visible Clsurch, consitiereti as cm-
bodying ail the particular visible churches. Rom. xvi.
23; 1 Cor. xii. 28. Tihe second of these sexises is
inuch the mart cammun in the New Testament, and
is that t0 which aur attention is now te be directeti.

It is evident fromn the zacred writings that Christ in-
tended ta embody bis professeti followers on earth, flot
in one national, siiversal Church, but in pari ular,
congregational chur.:hes.* He preparedti he maleri-
ais for such a chuarch during his public ministry, andi
soon after bis ascension, a church was fuily organized
at Jerusalem. Acts i. 26 ; ii. 41, 42 ; vi. 5, 6. It ivas
a principal labour cf the aposies te forti sxach
churches in tIhe cities and villages where thcy preaciieti
and wherc disciples were multiplieti.

That these churches were flot cf a national or pro-
vinvcial character, appears front the tact, that when
thre churches of a particular country or province are
mientioned, thcy are always spoken of in thre plural
number. Thus we reati, not of the church, but thre
ckurdlws cf Judea, of Syria, of Galatia, of Asia, andi of
Macedonia. Acts ix. 31 ; xv. 41 ; s Cor. xvi. i, 19 ;
2 Cor. viii. i. Andi when there were converts iti a
place adjoining a large city, it was flot thre customt cf
thre apostles te gather them inmb thre church cf thre
city, but te farra tireta int a separate church. Thus
at Cenchrea, !lbe port of Corinth, there was a churcb
distinct frbm the larger churcli in the city. Rom. xvi.
r. There was aiso a churcir at Ostia, the part cf
Rome.

These particula churches were nlot base, indeter-
minate bodies, emnbracing ail who resitied in a given
locality, but each was a distinct andi well-deflned or-
ganization, having ils own officers andi nembers. To
be a member of anc churcir diti net constitute mern-
berslrip in anotlr&-; uaor diti thre holding of cffice in
one churca constitute the incumbent an officer cf any
ailier churcir.

Thre chutches cf the apostîes were composed, ea--h
cf themi, cf Christians, who were expecîti-. te corne te-
gether, i'n oneoace, for public worsbip, and for cele-
brating thre ordinances; cf the gospel. Ilerhaps aIl of
thet titi not assemble irnifornrly in anc place. Thre
distresses of the tintes anti the ivant cf suitable ac-
commodations may have preventeti this. But that, on
ail occasions cf comarron interest andi cancernmcnt,
thre nictbers cf a church, and even of the largest
chiahs, Were accustometi te corne togecirer, is cer-
tain. On thre day of Pentecost, thre churcir aI 3cmu-
salent were assembleti Ilwith ane accord, in one
place.» Andi nany years aCterwhen messengers frorn
the thurch at Antioci went up ta Jerusalern with the
question of circasucision, "1thre apostles anti eiders anti

* 1 ere Mac the Word congregational in &.gc«mc nsZd flot
lai aMpà= or dmomaiat sesse.

tire whlsoi cîusrch " camne logether, tu deliberate nnl
ativise in relation lu thec malter. Acîs ii. i ; xv. zz.
WVhcsr l'au! anti Barabas rcîssmncc froni tieir tiraI
mnission te the hetîrten, "thely gaticrcd the chrairci at
Anîioch togethier, andi reircarseti ail tisat Goti irac done
with tiea hnilow lire haut opencti thre dor of faitir
unto the Getiies." Acts xiv. 27, IlUpon the fsrst
day of the week," the churcir nt Troas "lcame te.
gelirer te break brea-ti." Acîs xx. 7. It is repeatedlly
saici cf lise church at Corintir, that îhety Ilcarne te-
gether iii oiteltte," te attend tapon divine worsiaip
anti administer tire discipline ofthre church. t Cor. v.
4; xi. 18; xiv. 23.

It thus appears frein tire sicrte wriags thant Chris-
thans, irnuer the irîinistry cf the aposîles, were col-
lccted inmb distinct andi sepas-ate organizations, called
chu-ciscs, cadi liaving ils own mieaibers anti officers,
anti each ccnsisting of srsch as were accustometon0 s-
semble in anc place for religious worship, andi for
lransadîing tihe affairs cf thre church. I will only aiti,
that if tihe plan cf tise aposties in tis respect hati been
carrieti out in tire succeeditig ages ; if, when Chris-
dans in tise large chlies anti their suburbs became too
numerous te aissemible convenienîly in anc place,
insteati cf attenrpting te continuse togetirer, tirey
hati aanicably separateti mbo distinct organizat:cns,
one of the steppling-sîones te Romanisas lid neyer
been laid, andi a principal source of ambition andi cor-
ruption isat been excluded froni the Churcîr. lIn tbis
case, the secs cf. Romre anti Anîioch anti Alexandria
anti Constantinople would never have been converteti
mbt princely tiranes, andi aspirants %voulti net have
wadpd mbt thein through scenes of turmoil anti blooti.

TUE AU'O0LtC CIIURCILES VOLUNTARY jSuCIAÂ
TIONS.

Thc cirurches in the days cf tire aposties were ail cf
thein î'olitttary associations. Tihe apostles Irac ne
comipusasy power la bring persons into chssrches, anti
they desireti none. Ail wvho joinet hesuselves ta any
of the churcîses did it (rcely anti cf their cw:r accore,
The tire thousanti whio were baptizeti on the day cf
Pentecost acieti frcely; so titi tire Ethiopian cunuca,
anti Saul of Tarsuas, anti tire Phitippian jailor, andi thre
family et Cornelius, anti every other individual who,
in those tinys, was atdet 1 a Christian churcir. Tlrere
was noa compulsion or invaluntary action, or anyîhing
approaching t0 it, in any case.

But, nîthougli every church is, and cf right ought te
be, a voluntary association, stilievery voiuntary asso-
ciation is flot a chuarch. It is necessary te inquire,
therefore, wlrat there was pecirliar in the associations
cf wlrich we speair, which ivent te constitute thesu
chrurcires cf Christ.

x. Tlrese associations consistid cf persons of a
peculiar characier. AIl whio joineti themselves unte
the cirurches of thre apostles, wcre requireti te profess
faith in Christ, anti te give credible evidence cf piety.
Il was those wlro 'Iwere pricketi ii~ the heatrt,»" anti
rcpcnted, anti 'lgl.tdly receaved the word," who were
aitteti to the church on lthe day cf Pentecost. It
was net tli the Samaritans Ilbelevet Plrilip, preacir-
ing thre things conccrning tire kingdomn of Christ," I
that îhcy wcre rceivcd by him te baptism anti thre
church. The HcIy G hast fel! an thre family cf Corne-
lius, anti satisfieti Peler as to. their pieîy, before hie
woulti admit thn ta the church, anti administer te
theni thre ordinances cf the gospel. Anaurias objecteti
te the ' aptism cf Saul of Tar-sus, till a voice front;
heave, assutd min of the piety of tris recent perse.
cuter, "1I1le 1s a chosen vessel unIe mue, ta bear my
naine before the Gentiies, anti kings, anti thre chiltiren
of lsraei."1 Acîs ix. 15. WVe here sec what were tIre
ternis cf admission te the apostoiic churches, anti
wîîat ought ta be tire terins of admnissioni te ai the
visible churches of Charist.

-. Net only titi thre churches cf Uic aposties consist
cf persons cf a particular character, but thcy were
formeti on a teculia? barsr; viz., that of thre Ho/y
Scr45iures. ia establishing other vûlurttay associa.
taons, persens are gsitieti by tire particular abjtct
which they have ini view, anti they se farta andi adjust
treir constitution anti Iaws as will best tend te pre-
mote titis abject. But in tstabli"hrg chrxcies, aiu

îvio %îould coliow in tic step'i of the apostles înutst
bUild enti, ClY -i thre platforii of the Scriiptures. They
maiis take the bd riptures as their muie. Thcy mnust
p)r fess tu bclieve %'ihatevcr the Scripitures plainly
tend), andi promise ta obey, %0o Car as thcy are able, al[
that tihe Sctiptures enjoin.

j. li eî~1 (or whicl hrrhes arc forinetd
sustaincti is altogether of a irecuhiar charactcr. This
is flot tu proinote any merc> îîcrhily or secular end,
but a spiritual end, it is te mainain the worship andi
ordinances of the gospel ; to promotc, by I proper
nîcîhods, the eduieation ossc cf another ; andi to labour
mure efl'scicntly than would otlhcrwisc bc possible for
the aivasacement of Chsrist's kingdoni and the salit-
lion of souis. Sucli ib, in bricf, the object of ail churchi
orginization. A ivorîlry and important abject tnaly 1

.An objcî in rcfercncc te wisich the church is giori-
ousiy distinguishiet front ail otirer associations exist-
itig aniong mren.

»Sews of the R(hurches.

Rt-w. E. IR bAu as acceptcd a cal te the chsirch
at Richimond, 'Maco:nb County, Michigan.

REv. DRi. WVas.c, of Brooklyn, New York, prcachcd
in the Listowel clîurch a few Sundays ago.

WsE understand that the Rev. Duncan McGrcgor,
i;-A., of Liverpool, No%.î Scotia, is rcady te do work,
ini saine western fieldi.

MR. Arrwioo», a stuticat from the Wiestern Col-
lege, Englanti, supplirÀ the Nortlhern Churcb an the
2ist ult., ivih mucs acceptance.

WE were glad te rcccve a cal! front our brother
Pcacock, an his way back to Kingston. He is greatiy
improved int health, but is stii wcik.

TunE Rev. F. 1-1. Marling, foranerly pastor cf the
Bon( street Chîsrch in this city, is annourrccd te preach

the Sunday school anniversary sermons in the .North-
cmn Church on the 5th inst.

WVXVFORD.-A very succussful social iras heiti in
this church on the 241hi uit. A anost interesting fea-
ttre in the programme was the presentation of a golti
watch te the organist. There is substantial growth
andi steady progress in thas part of brother ColweWs
fieldi, as wcil as in the associateti church. One ncw
station Las been taken up.

BOND STREWT, 'ostoiro.-On Sunday last our
Bond strct friends hcld tircir annuai harvcst festival.
The pulpit andi the platrniî iicre ruost tastefulty de-
carateti wîthl fruits andi fiowers cf ail descriptions. The
riclsest products of thc garden and the field were re-
presenteti. Mr. Hantiford preacheti moming a~nd
evening. ln the mnorning hc poinîcti out that ail the
gracioas gifts cf the~ haîvcst ivcrc front Gcd's open
bandi of goodness, andi exisorîtid his hearers te "lpraise
the Lord for His goadness andi for His wonderful
wosks te the chiltiren cf aren." In the cvening the
spacicus chrircir was crowded. The subjcî of dis-
course was on Ilgleaning » front the pastoral of Ruth.
Special 'collections on beiaif of the Building Funti
wcrc takcn. The dlay was conc cf great dciight.

TH-E Congregattioni Union of WValcs held iUs arinual
meeting in Liverpool, bcginning on the 26th of Sep-
tember.

No one shcruld be deccived by the fanir professions
of those who wish te devote the Sabbath ta sne
"4gooti» purpose, conducive te the welfare cf their
mincis or bodies, apart fitin religion. A suprisingly
extensive movement reccnîiy tooic place ini Baltimore
in the way of crganizing IlSunday Literary Clubs."
Tirese clubs wero, ostensibly for mental and moral ian-
provemtist, and to many this sounded as beirg next ini
goodsress tareligious worship, But this movemnst was
followed up with se much zeail Ihat suspicions were
arouased, andi an investigation being ordereti, it was
found tbat the "Clubs" were for thre purpose of
enabling the members te consume beer and other
liquors which they could nlot lawfully purchase at thre
ordinary pla.ces of sale on thre Sabbath. Tis is a
sample cf the mental andi moral improvemetnt that
cmres of Sabbath-bracing.


